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RARITIES IN THE LIGHT OF COMMON 
. Walter Breen 
Vice President, FCI 


Every so often it is worthwhile to return to the 
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paramount, perennial questions: How rare is this date? Are ° 


there a couple of dozen, a couple of hundred, a couple of 
thousand, or a couple of million around? Do the price scales 


in the red book and the gray sheet reflect auction 
performance, or dealers’ wishful thinking, or sheer 
guesswork? 


Constant dealer repetition of “Very Rare,” “Extremely 


Rare” --or even "Excessively Rare“--has generated, on the one 
hand, a vast collection of erroneous ideas, and on the other 
hand a cynical skepticism of all similar claims. Even after 


nearly forty years, Dr. Sheldon’s pungent comment still 


applies: “Numismatics ... has always had its shady fringe of 
unscrupulous dealers--men who exaggerate condition, rarity. 
and value when they sell, and understate some or all of these 
when they buy. These men depend on a large turnover in the 
collector population, with a resulting continuous supply of 


suckers. ... Dealers’ dreams do sometimes get into print.” 


(Early American Cents. pp. 29, 35.) 
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procedure here. 
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even when new specinens are continuing to appear. The sore 
the market for a particular series is sanipulated, the sore 
likely that the publicity will stimulate demand. 

The way this usually works: a few dealers hoard 
individual issues or series, publish offers to buy while 
temporarily offering none for sale, make certain that the Duy 
offers get inte the gray sheet; then. afters enough others 
have begun imitating then, especially if the new prices have 
affected the re4 book, they unload. A few sonths later the 
process repeats with a different series. Your only recourse . 
in this game is to learn the truth about each series. Then 
you can decide whether to buy 4 particular series now, or 
later, or mot at all. 

In the following sections, I propose to go through the 
entire series of federal coinages (half cents to double 
eagles and conmemoratives), checking for alleged rarity. In J 
the process, a few balloons are inevitably going to be 
punctured, and some other issues will show up as rarer than 
formerly believed, Hitherto unpublished cata are from ay 
Encyclopedia of ¥.5. Coins (Doubleday, in press). As that 
bock deals entirely with major varieties (those in which at 
least one letter punch, numeral punch, larger design element. 
or layout, differs from other coins of the same type), rather 
than minor (positional) varieties, I shall follow the sane 
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The very first thing to keep in mind, therefore, is that 
between actual rarity and price the relationship is never as 
clear-cut as economics textbooks would lead you to believe. 
Part of the reason is in the nomenclature. Strictly Speaking, 
rare means that only @ Aimited oumber of collectible 
srecimens exist. The definition is unavoidably vague: how 
many is “a limited number"? This is partly why Sheldon 
insisted on making his S-point rarity scale quantitative, 
from R-1 “common” to R-8 “unique or nearly unique--not over 3° 
in collectors’ hands.” its automatic limitations: 1) often 
the actual number extant cannot be known with certainty; 2) 
dealers using such estimates are under pressure--by their own 
greed and their consignors’--to exaggerate. Most 
conspicuously, this occurs when a coin was listed long ago as 
R-7 (°4 to 12 known") but continues to be so listed after a 
dozen more have turned up. \ 

This is partly why the so-called law of supply and 
demami does not work in the coin market. Nor can any attempt 
to modify its mathematical formulation make it work. 
Incompleteness and varying delays in diffusion of essential 
updated information are only part of the reason; there are 
many ad hoc exceptions in each denomination. Price levels on 
these vary more with publicity than with actual numbers 
known. Information that could affect price levels is also 
often manipulated by those in a position to determine the 
timing of publicity. The more often you are told that this or 
that date is rare, the more likely you are tc believe it, 
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U. S. GOLD FIVE DOLLAR OR HALF EAGLE 1795-1807. 
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INTRODUCTION 


UNITED STATES HALF EAGIES 1795-1929 
by Walter Breen 


(All rights reserved by the author) 
[nthe DUCTION 
The present study is, so far as I know, the first attempt at 


& systematic description of types and varieties of this denomination 
beyond the first few years. Like most sptuxumwkuguef@exts initial 
attempts, it will presumably prove incomplete. ‘nd once again, as 
with the gold dollars and qmuarter eagles, I urge collectors having 
varieties not listed herein to contret me so that the subsequent 
booklet publication will be more nearly complete. I have attempted, “ 
however, kweven more than with the smaller denominations, to cover 
as many as possible of the imbortant auctions. As the Mint's prin- 
cipal business for many decades consisted of manufacturing cents, 
half dollarea, and half eagles, a larger number of different dies 
and combinations were natur&lly used on these three denominations 
than on others, and new discoveries were being made until the very 
last few days--so it is entirely likely that others remain to be 
described. Ome of the difficulties in study of this series is that 
until recent years many of the early dates were not considered worth 
illustrating in auction catalogues. Another is that the die dif- 
ferences after 1799 are often very minute. Still another is that 
many collectors have been content to own only one of a date, and 
‘comprehensive wariety collections have been very few. The high cost 
of each piece, especially between about 1813 and 1834 withm motto, 
. has also discouraged variety collecting. 

Nevertheless, a few courageous though very incomplete attempts 
exist, and I have drawn extensively on them for data here presented. 
More of these deal with the single date 1795 than any other, perhaps 
because this date is unusually rich in varieties whose differences 
are noticeable to the naked eye. I list sat references below. aN 
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N. Waldo Newcomer's inventory, based largely on descriptions 
of each successive variety furnished him by Edgar H. Adams, ca. 1914- 
1933. I have the Newcomer numbers only for the early dates--nothing 
after 1934--ana not completely even here. 

ANS-W. Very incomplete glist of varieties in the Woodin loan, 
Exhibimtion of U.S. and Colonial Coins, American Numismatic Society, 
Jan.-Feb. 1914. 

Woodin. Two incomplete typescripts of variety descriptions 
between 1795 and 1834 (ca. 19097), by William H. Woodin. These are 
superseded by the Adams list in CCJ for at least the period 1795- 
1803. 

Clapp. The John H. @2#@R Clapp notebooks, now in possession of 
Louis Bliasberg. Comprehensive variety descriptions between 1795 and 
18359, with notes on the later issues. Assembled sometime between 
1904? and 1940 or thereabouté. Clapp's collection was sold to Elias- 
berg, completex, and one set of duplicates went at auction as the 
"HE.R.Lee" collection in 1947, another as part of the New Netherlands 
49th sale in 1957. 

Agems. Edgar &kH. Adams was preparing a die variety study of 
half-eagles, probably intending to cover the period 1795-1834, during 
the early 1950's. Installments covering 1795-1803 appeared in the 
1934-35 Coin Colmlectors Journal (published by the late Wayte Pmaynond) ° 
Adams's illness prevented further installments from appearing. His 
notebooks, now preserved in ANS, add little to what has already been 
published. Clapp corresponded with ‘dams and the two men seem to have 
exchanged variety information on some dates. 

Mabbott. Professor Thomas Ollive Mabbott, in Numismatic Review 
2,1:10ff (July 1944), listed varieties of the 1795 half eagle based 
on eighteen specimens in the Colonel Green collection, purchased by 
Stacks in 1943. 
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In addition, I have derived information from nek Sh hundred 
major (and a larger number of minor) auction sale catalogues. Of 
these the following were rich enough in die varieties tof half eagles 
to rate special mention here: Melish (1956), WGC [World's Greatest 
Collection¥, i.e. that of F.C.C.Boyd](1945), Baldenhofer (18955), 

New Netherlands 49th and 55th auctions (1957 and 1960). 

Basic research on this series has consisted, also, of going 
through over 120,000 documents in the HXEXE National Archives (1951-53), 
including monthly amtxmererfrequexk reports from each branch mint, 
internal records of each branch mint, and internal records of the 
Philadelphia Mint. For information on the proof coinages of the early 
1860's, derived from Archives domctiments not yet inventoried du-ing 
my visits but only subsequently sent to the Archives from the Phile- 
delphia Mint, I publicly thank R.W.Julian. | 

# # # 

When our nation's Founding Fathers were deciding on the nature 
and nomenclature of a distinctively American monetary unit, during 
the 1780's, one of their tasks =a wes to make this unit in some way 
consonant with British and Spanish money. The proposal made by 
Thomas Jefferson as an alternative to the fomplicated (but in many 
= superior) Morris plan ineludéd a gold 10-unit piece intended to 
wxigh 243 3 grainss of fine gold. The Grand Committee of Congress in 
1785 introduced names for some o- these proposed coins; in particular, 
the ten-dollar piece was to bear an eagle design and be named the 
"oagle", and this term in fact first appears in the Board of Treasury 
report of 1786. 

In April 1790 the House of Representatives ordered Alexander 
Hamilton, the then Secretary of Treasury, to draw up plans for a mint 
including a coinage system conformable to the one authorized by earlier 
resolutions of Congress. Hamkilton's report, submitted in January 


1791, recommended among many other things that the gold unit im cnn- om 
= > 
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sist of 24.75 ane pure gold per dollar, or that the ten icllar 
piece or eagle wutgk 247/2 grains of pure gold. Since the British 
and Spallish st#ndardm of fineness was 11/12, Hamilton recommended for 
coins of gold and silver a proportion of eleven parts pure metal to 
one part alloy. This yielded a ten-dollar piece weighing 270 grains 
of gold, 916 2/3 fine. Exactly this standard of wetght and fineness 
was adopted in the Mint Act of April 12, 1792, which has served as 
the basis of all subsequent coinage legislation in the United States. 

The 1792 Mint Act, however, included a coin not mentioned in 
earlier proposals, namely the half eagle or five-dollar piece. Why 
this natural unit had been omitted by Jefferson is unknown. It proved 
in the end, if anything, more convenient even than the eagle itself, 
being very close in size, weight and therefore value to the British 
guinea, as well as to numerous other European gold coins of the period. 

The earliest United States attempt at coinage of a half eagle 
yielded nothing more than two copper trial pieces from dies ascribed 
on good stylistic grounis to Jean-Pierre Droz, Swiss engraver in the 
employan of Boulton & Watt. These historic pieces—-long misdesoribved 
as cents--are listed as Adams-Woodin 12. One remains in the Smith- 
gonian Institution; emictkexethexes it weighs 17572 grains ana was 
apparently poorly cleaned decaies ago. The other, weighing 1791/2 
grains, first appeared in Edward Cogan's auction of April 1863, lot 
1074, and was subsequently in th? Bushnell, Parmeles, Brand, and Dr. 
Judd collections. Major Lenox XLohr owned a pewter impression from 
these dies, and there are a couple of uniface trials in pewter or 
white metal. The Dr. Judd copper specimen is pictured in the Yeoman 
Guifiebook, the other in Adams-Woodin and the Standard Catalogue. 

Because Albion Cox and Henry Voigt had as yet not qualified for 

their Mint duties by giving bond of $10,000 apiece, no silver nor 
gold coins could be legally issued from the mint; and as a result 


’ ; 
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no silver mwas in fact coined until late in 1794 (1758 silver dollars 
en October 15, 5300 halves on December 1), and no gold until 1795. 

The earliést gold coins of the United States, the half-eagles 
and eagles of 1795, conform exactly to the Mint Act of 1792 in design, 
though they make no attempt to copy Droz‘s simple dies of 1792, save 
in lacking any mark of denomination. The lick of marks of denomina- 
tion was characteristic of world gold and silver coins of the period, 
and apparently stems from common mercantile practice of valuing coins 
of the precious metals only as so much bullion, the coins passing by 
weight rather than “by tale" (i.e. by amt the piece). From all that 
I have been able to learn, Robert Scot was the designer for these 
gold coins of 1795. iiktierky Miss Liberty——an unusually buxom wench 
even for early American coins, and one with a profile quite different 
from the classical one usually found--wears a cap commonly misiden- 
tified as the Liberty cap or Phrygian cap. Texmas It is, in fact, 
based instead on one of the fashionable headdresses of the day (ac- 
cording to Eckfeldt: cf. theletter of Samuel Moore, Director of the 
Mint. to Thomas Jefferson, Feb. 14, 1825, quoted below under 1807). 

The reverses of these gold coimns of 1795 derive from a First 
Century B.C. Roman onyx cameo in the Kunsthistorisches Museum in 
Vienna, of the same period as the famous Gemma Augustea and possibly 
by the same_master. On this cameo--No. 4 in Eichzler4Kris's catalogue 
of antique cameos in this museum, No. 166 in the traveling Army exhibit 
known as the Vienna Collections, ca. 1948-50-—-the eagle stands to 
right, rather than breast outwards, but it agrees with Scot's design 
for our gold coins in having the eagle standing on a palm branch ahd 
holding a circular wreath in his beak, his wings outstretched. 

‘Much confusion over numbers of varietiesm for this year has 

tended to | Stenourage collectors from attempting anything like —— 
cote of aie There are, in fact, only eight obverses and oft 


= 
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, reverses, in twelve mulings, and these mulings fall logically into 
two distinct groups without overlapping. The first six have con- 
paratively wide dates, with first star entirely below lowest curl; 
the remaining six have comparatively close dates, with first star 

- entirely to left of lowest curl. Of the twelve varieties with the 

small or naturalistic eagle, only two are p.ohibitively rare. (I an 

- aeferring the whole question of the heraldic eagle 1795's for the 
moment, as these coins were definitely struck in 1797 or 1798, prob- 
ably the latter,Jand require considerable explanation. ) 

. Die break evidence and stylistic evidence make it possible to 
establish @ rational emission order for these twelve varieties beyond 
any reasonable doubt. As this sequence differs markedly from those 
presented by Adams, Clapp, Newcomer, Woodin, Mabbott, or other cata- 

i loguers, I have had to use my own numbering, though the Adams, Clapp 
and other mgnumbers will be used as equivalents or references, inn , 

" much the same way as Sheldon used the Hays. ee 
imunbers as equivaients in his cent book. ’ 

We can now proceed to variety descriptions for this year. 


Compiled from Walter Breen’s notes: Beginning about 1948, through 1992. 
WB gifted to Bruce Vogel in winter 1992-3 these notes, 1,000’s of photos. 
Many other subjects in WB’s libraries took priority over coins. BV assembled 
copper cent & gold in 1997, gold again in 2007, & proof read them once in 
2017; he found these unchallenging and moved on to other things. As a 
student of economics coins are trivial; however a small part of numismatics 
historical economic law is of interest. A promise made to WB to complete 
this study, & BV knew the historic importance of the following gold series 
$1-50. These pages have been program converted a minimum of 3 times. SW. 
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How to keep the i in the co’_’n game. 

To keep it from becoming, for the rest, a CON GAME. 

A) Learn more than your dealer. B) Whistleblow. C) Use your bullshit-filter. 
Market prediction is not only inherently subject to wishful thinking & self- 
serving it is no better than its source, it is—even at its best—subject to 
predictors paradox: 69:62 below. 

Which is riskier: diversification or specializing? 

Are you ready to risk friendship & credibility for the quick buck? 

No certificate is a substitute for knowing your coin. No certificate is better 
than the credibility of its issuer, whether the latter is a bureaucracy, a dealer 
combine, or a single dealer. 

What is industry self-regulation? In context it can only in some measures, to 
curb abuses (overgrading, misrepresentation). We need __in every area. 
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NB 69:63-8. 
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Grading Standards 

Grade range, Poor to Unce.; not generally collected in low grades. Very 
Good: Date & all letters clear, devices completely outlined, but only traces of 
internal details in curls, hair wing feathers, & leaves. Fine: Major drapery 
contours intact; partial detail in hair above drapery & on cap; partial 
separation of lower feathers in wings. Very Fine: Partial details in upper part 
of cap; all major contours of drapery, hair, curls, wing feathers, tail feathers 
show, though breast & leg feathers will usually be flat. Extremely Fine: 
Isolated rubbed spots only—typically behind ear, on cheekbone, shoulder, 
end of drapery, eagles breast, & legs; partial mint luster. Uncirculated: No 
trace of wear. Note: In all grades, specimens often show die filemarks; these 
are adjustment marks, made on planchets before striking, to reduce weight to 
exact legal standard. They are not impairments, but should be mentioned in 
any description of grade. 
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NB 17:71 NB 61:75-6. NB 69:62. 


NB65:56 I’ve cat’d coins for > 30 years. T # grade system orig. based on 
price lvls for 1794 c, later generalized, now standardized! 


How coins are made, see Gold Bibliography Dies and Coinage WB {1965}. 
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1792 


1792 Continued 





je j 
~HALE_EAGLE. Design of J- P? Droz: Obv. Nude female head with hair tied back; 
LIBERTY; 1792. Rev. Eagle with raised wings standing on section of a globe; 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA encircled by 87 small stars. 


12. Copper—R.E. (A-W 12) Two known, jes es which is in the Smithsonian |) °_ 
Institution. OC /rep 4 


13. White metal—P.E. One known. Lohr-$9750.007 | ev b H in $f adh 
30 “GA. . a 4S 


IPrtTina 


Walter Breen’s annotated Judd 3rd edition. 
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UNITED STATES GOLD COINS 


The first issues of these conformed exactly to the specifications of the Mint 
Act of April 1792, as did their silver counterparts. None bore any mark of 
denomination before 1807. These, like most of the earliest Mint issues, have 
their classical counterpart as far as design is concerned. The verification for this 
has been recently found in an unexpected quarter. The reverse of the eagle and 
half-eagle of 1795 shows a naturalistic eagle standing on a palm branch and 
holding a wreath of laurel in his beak; the original of this design is a Roman 
(First Century B.C., matching the famous Gemma Augustea) onyx cameo, 
No. 166 in the Vienna Collections, No. 4 in Eichler-Kris’s catalogue of the antique 
cameos in the Kunsthistorisches Museum at Vienna. This shows the eagle standing 
to right, but in attributes and workmanship bears a remarkable resemblance to 
the 1795 die. Later gold dies are less imaginative, simply following the model of 
the silver coins almost exactly. 

_ _ Coinage was very limited in the early years for all” denominations except 
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ie origin of Small Eagle design paragraph 1. Entire page is in Bibliography 
elow. 


Walter Breen’s The Standard Catalogue of United 


States Coins From 1616 to Present day (1957) 
annotated copy. 
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1795 
Ill. is Breen 1-C 


- 1795 

. Mintege 68707, in nine deliveries between July 31 and Sept. 16. 

- I give these for historical reference), though it is’ not possible to 

7 correlate mauxxef them with axyxmf the twelve Small Eagle varieties 
of this date. R.W.Julimn has established tak (1795 The Pirst Coinage = 

- of Gold, NSB April 1964, pp. X88 1168-86) that Director David Ritten- 
house ordered Robert Scot to make tkdies for this denomination, about 
May 1795. After, on took effect at the end of June, business _ 
went on as usual save that no payments of any kind could be made to 
Mint creditors or depositors, as these payments required warrants with 
the Director's signature. Hie successor, Henry William DeSaussure, = 
Se Se eee ee Biss 


. t , 4 : 
— i => ae 


3 


B1-A are the presentation piece dies, seen by Breen: 3 known/seen, possibly 
more. “Proofs”. See presentation pieces below. [Also P bk. ms. vimp]. 
Unknown if presentation pieces were included in the delivery numbers; 
possibly in the “Sundry Accounts”. 
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B1-A. Illustrated. 
No berry inside left branch. 


EF 
> The following deliveries of Half Faglee ensued: 
3 Warrant No. Date Half Zagies 


1 July 31 744 2 
26 Aug. 11 520 
27 Aug. 14 1000 
28 Aug. 18 105 
29 Ang. 22 380 
34 Sept. 1 1634 
35 Sept. 3 1054 
36 Sept. 12 2400 
38 Sept. WR16 870 


Total 8707. One SHRP Wei EEU RSIS HPS: th the July 31 delivery, 
one with the ‘ug. 11, two with the Aug. 14, three each with every 
delivery after that, total 22 altogether. Tehese half-eagles, plus 
twelve more apparently ell dated 1796 and coined between June 28, 
1796 and Jan. 4, 1797, were included in the coinage samples tested 
by the first Assay Commission, March 20, 1797. 

Smell Eagle Type. First ECroup: Wide Detes, First Star Low. 
On the four obverses (Nos. 1 to 4) following, first (lowest left) 
star is entirely below lowest curl; I touches cap; dates are widely 
spaced, more than on any obverses cf the second group. A quick check, 
besides the position of the first star, is that numerals are separated 
from each other by about the width of the numeral 1, or more. 

Breen 1-A. Y and two stars following crowiled together; 3 berries. 
Adams 5; Clapp 6; Mucmr SF. 

Obv. 1. 15th star just free of drapery, and presents two points 
to it--both features distinctive for this group. Y and two stars im- 
mediately following are 211 joined together. Numeral 1 just free of 
curl. 

Rev. A. Wreath contains only three berries instead of the normal 
four; ite left trench: bap qnecn cutatas, low down, and none on inside. 


wz ~~ —— _ 
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lll. is B1-B. See below 

NB66:114. 

1-B, HB2B, 2-A, 1-C, 1-A, 2-C = Hilt 
4D, 4B, 3B. Conjecturally [2,749] Hilt 


thinks 3,885. Wide date coins normally have numerals 
no closer than ill.. 


F8 


Leaf merges with U and extends slightly beyond right upright of that 
letter. Wing free cf BE. Leaf erds between NW and I. 

Rarity 4. One of the three commonest of this date; possibly might 
be a high R-3. Fairly often seen in choice condition. Among the 
better examples on record: Col. Green; WGC 313; Melish 1826 (where 
this was called "fype II"); Davis-Graves 1414; Wolfson 331. A unique 
copper trialpiece exists, ex Newcomer and Philip G. Straus collections; 
this was lot 1727 in New Netherlands' Sird cele. 2+e+ee@aEMEifer 


B. <5. ¥ and 2 stars crowded together; final 8 runs into wreath. 


Rey. EB. Final S in STATES low, runs into wreath. Four berries in 
wreath as usual (one outside, one inside each branch), the r. outside 
one low. Wing touches B. A leaf ends just left of center of I of 
UNITED. A leaf ends a little r. of center of U. Always shows a break 


at rim above E of UNITED. 
aa wétmedh difedeA & ne Ca te KA. 
. "Mewar ey Ci9#8), 


Makbstictielece,;-Wootwmeammy. Cf. Dunham 2065, ¢.H.Hall 1865, HN 
shic, lot 1431, NN 54th salle, lot 736, WGC 312; Melieh 1825, sini I". 


B. 1-C. Y and 2 stars crowded together; spurs from border between 
S and 0, vr. of final A. A=+33 not in C. 

Obv. 1. The small flaw at 12th star, often visible on 1-A and 
1-B, has worn off the die. 

Rev. C. Pour berries, inner cone on r. branch lower than the rest. 
E free of wing. Leaf ends about at center of Us; another about under 
r. upright of N. Small spur at stem end. Spurs from border between 
a 0, and r. of final A, and elsewhere, faint as yet. 
ss Re7. Specimens were in the weotin pad 2 te oa HS 
fae vr was lot 1548 of the 1956 N.¥.Metropoli Convention saley th 

| Records are lacking. Not in WGC or Melish; not even in Eliasberg. 


“| ~~, 


lll. is B2-C. 


Final S over D B3-D 








This variety, like the 1793 cent Crosby $¥% 9-I, constitutes a "freak 
mulingx" between dies otherwise readily available in other combinations. 
_Rewacace~d¢ Mav eth- Je Baaee Wortrrret, 

B. 2-0. 9 5 exceptionally distant; 5th star and T recut; spure 
from border between S$ and O and right of final A. A-1; C-4. 

Obv. 2. In date, txfewmxef 9 5 very distant (date spaced 179 5) 
with entire top of 5 in drapery. Two center dots, one in visite hallo = 
earlobe, the other lower and to left. IL punched over cap. #kaFiftn 
star and T recut, 10th free of cap. Third and fourth stars touching, 
as are the five stars at right. Leter, shows rust marke in low curls, 

@ crack curving up @through 9 to drapery, and another through 11th 
and 12th stars to border. 

Rev. C. Now usually with a rust patch right of F. 

R-4. Later states also show crecks through first three stars, 
through 79, tops of TY, ete. Cf. WEC 314, Melish 1827("Yype III"), 

Bell II 565 (the Dreiske-Rere Coin Co. of America sale of the J.F. 
3 Bell estate, April 1963). lesy Gimeen Mos tA ow FB: 


~ B. 3-D. Pinal S over a D, with very wide date, top of 5 double, 
10th star away from cap. A-~2, C-2, N~2. 

- Obv. 3. Distinctively for this group, 1 touches curl; 5 double 
punched with two plain top strokes, both in drapery and funning into 
wecond fold. Date very wide and showing light double punching on ail 

ts numerals. Second star apparently touches or about touches border; 6th 
double punched; 10th close to 9th and distant from cap; spurs at 3rd, 

2 4th and 5th stars (one almost touching 5th), E, TY and elsewhere. 

Rev. D. Immediately identifiable by final $ of STATES, which is 
‘punched over an erroneous D. FE end I both free of wing. Four berries 
~ as usual, outer right one lowest. Leaf at U ends about under r. upright. - 
: Leaf at N ends about under r. upright.Spurs between F A, one of thea | 
very long and curving; many others, shorter, from denticles elsewhere, 


; Sams tonchis TES ot Ae. | : 


-4 
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lll. is B3-D. 











(1? 
R-k. Pictured in Guidebook and Standard Cetalogue; ANS 1914, 
plate 15. This is the variety given a half page description in Mike 
v 
Kolman's August 1960 amail sale. Melish 1823, "fype IV". Rarer of 


the tao varieties with the error reverse. 


B. 4-D, 3 over D, date less wide, 10th star close to cap; 1 high. 
: A-4; BC-1; \-+- 
Obv. 4. In date base of 1 high; 1 free of curl as usual; top of 
Y hight 10th star distant from 9th and quite close to cap: five stars 
at right touching, firupper two (11th and 12th) dovble punched. This 
obverse alsc shows spurs, though not as pronounced ones: at L BR ¥, 
Elgg gaa kacb of 5. Teter, showss cracks from rim to IB and from 
border near 15th eter. 
Rev. D. Wow sometimes with crack from rim through W to nearest 
- leaf; leter, shattered with many fine cracks. 
R-4. In the upper level , wtrxk¥t not quite R-5; definitely the 
less rare of the two KError Reverse 1795's. Cf Melish 1825, "Type 
: Vv"; Feumoyer T2EIX 2471; New Netherlands 54th sale, lot 735 (shattered 
- dies); mlot 1942, Jan. 1963 Schulman-Kreisberg sale; lot 2369, "Brand- 
Tichtenfelse" eale, Schuvlman-Kreieberg, March 1964. 
‘ Second Group: Close Dates, First Star Left 
On the four obverses (Nos. 5 to 8) following, first star is entirely 
| left of lowest curl; L free of cap unless noted; 15th star away from 
drapery unless noted; dates closely spaced, numerals separated by % 
: _eonsiderably less than the width of the 1, and have ea squeezed-together e 
appearance. 
B. 5-E. Last star very close to drapery (the only one of this 
group). A-113; not in C; N~I!. 
: Obv. 5. Date very closely spaced but with 95 father apart then 
-. Cede acdite. teen eter neariy toushes deupety. 9th Aal 100k burs 
(touch at two points of each, Sth and Sth at one point of each. 
Rev. E, Four berries as usual, nearly on a level. Wreath opens 


Obv. 5 resurrected for use with Heraldic reverse. 
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lll. is B4-D. 





if 
ebout under left outer curve of be OF, and practically touches both 
Sand 0. E free of wing. Leaf ends under right upright of UV; another 
about under left edge of upright of I. On latest impressions shows 
. a faint crack from rim through NW and leaf to eaghe's body, but very 
~ rabe with the crack. 
- nk. Specimens were in the Newcomer, Woodin and Col. Green col- 
lections, and Adams mentions one formerly owned by Guttag Bros. No 
recent records. None in Eliasberg.%kts This obverse die, evidently 
in use only briefly, was resurrected in 1797 and recombined with a 
Heraldic Eagle reverse; it is possibly casier to find with the Heraldic 
dis. 


- B. 6-E. Closest date; crack thmrough N; leaf ends under right 
- side of U. AM10; not in Cc. 
Obv. 6. Closest date of the year, 95 practically touching. Sitth 

star has short tm point at 5 o'clock. E tilts too far to right, placed 
@ little below R and nearly touching that letter. Base of Y low. Xe 

- Last three stars touching each other; first, 5th, 6th, 7th and last 

- three stars touch border. Early impressions show a tiny flaw within 

. R, which disappears (worn or ground off die). Compress wit & hemblic reverse. 

. Rev. BE. Now always with geome trace of the crack from rim through 
W and leaf to eagle's body. 

- R-3. Probably commonest variety of the year. WGC 316; three were 

- in the Col. Green collection, out of 18 specimens of this designg; 

- Melish 1834-5 ("Types XV, XVI"); Donlon 1342; Wilson-Reuter 672; etc. 

- Virgil Brand at one time had over fifty choice 1795 half eagles, and 
in all likelihocd close to half of them were 6-E's, to judge wkby the 
frequency with which xixmtes EF to Unc. specimens of this variety-- 
often labeled tex Brand"--appear in auctions. 
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B. 6-P. Closest date; D heavily recut; leaf ends about under 
center of U. A-9; C-3. 
Obv. 6. The flaw in R is usually not visible. 
Rev. FP Pour berries as usual, the two inner ones lower than the 
4 two outer ones. UN join at tops, D first cut too low, then corrected; 
_ «+I free of wing ( unwsual); leaf below U ends about under tim center 
of base, leaf ends about under left upright of I. Develops a bteak 
. at border over I in AMERICA. 
R-4. Not nearly as common as the 6-E, and not as rare as the 3-D. 
WGC 317; Melish 1830-31 ("Types XI, XII"); at least two in Col. Green 
collection; Holmes 3396; ete., etc. 


a B. 6-G. Closest date; three berries; leaves end atteae under 
rt. upright of U and just to left of U, this leaf being unusually close 
. to left upright of U. A-8; C-8; \-3. 
: Obv. 6. 
- Rev. G. Only three berries; left branch has one outside and very 
outer lowe r than inner. - 
° high, none inside, r. branch meexiomxkmonxatxtexekx Terminal leaves 
- longer than in earlier —- Wreath opens under left curve of 0. §& 
- wo Aonves close to U, ous/nser Ike I8Ft upright, the other extending 
~ about under its right upright. E free of wing; K merged with 3rd 
- feather. This reverse reappears in 1798; farst so identified by Prof. 
- anges A little more often seen than last, but probably not R-3. 
WGC 315; Meligsh 1832 ("Type XIII"); Dr. Clifford Smith 1657; Stack- 


‘ Straus 23595; lot 2647, Schulman-Kreisberg sale, April 1959; etc. 


B. 7-H. 1 overruns curl; last two stars fer apart; L touches cep; 
~ two outer berries on left branch; firet 7 leeks left foot. A-12; not 
- in ©; A~I3- 
= Obv. 7. last a# two stars well epart; 15th ster far from drapery 
_ as in preceding obv.; ik I, touches cap; letters misaligned and mostly 
leaning right; ER diverge markedly, RT very sclose, top of Y high; 1 
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lll. is B6-G. ee 
: = Fea = 


- looks blun# an@ overruns curl. 
Rev. H. Two berries on outer left branch, none on inner; one on | 
eigther sice of r. branch as usual. This feature reappearsi in Rev. I, 
which this resembles also in having leaves barely free of UN, and \ 
farthest sight leaf on ipiPalm branch narrow and twiglike. Reverse H \ 
“ is distinctive, however, in having first T of STATES misging its left \ 
base, stem end touching extreme right tip of r. foot of A. A leaf 
comes moderately close to left side of JU, ending under 2 point minutely 
left of left tip of left serif (hold coin so that U is upright); the 
leaf which normally ends below U and touches it ig in this instance 
barely free and extending about to under r. upright. 
R-8? Adams mentioned only a coin formerly owned by Gutteg Bros. 


pr ivee 


SS 


This may or may not be the same piece which cost NWaldo Newcomer $500 VF 
and which was later in the Col. Green collection, illustrated by 

. Mabbott. I have no record of any others. Prohibitively rare, in any 
event, and regrettably a. -. es appears on a¥¥ other 
variety, so far as is imown. Obv. mreappears with a Heraldic die. 


B. 8-I. “Apostrophe” variety, MX B’E; two berries on outer left 
branch, stem end free of A. A-7; mot in C, \\-7- 

4 Obv. 8. So-called “apostrophe” variety: a curious mark between 
tops of BE, apparently part of another letter--Mabbott says an I, 
others have thought it an erroncously placed FE. Top of 5 just baresly 
touches bust on the heaviest impressions; on lighter ones it sppears 
barely free. i1th, 12th and 13th stars touch. 

Rev. I. Two berries on outer left branch, none on irmer; one on 
either side of mright branch as usual, but this wreath differs in 
style from any preceding dies. Earlier dies have left and r. branches 
of wreath ending in triplem leaves; this die has single left termin#l, 
fouble right. On the palm branch, rightmmst leaf is short end twiglike, 
and it is on an entirely separate stem from its neighbor. Stem end . 


= 
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14 
altogether free of final A, and nae slightly beyond its right foot. 
Leaves barely free of UN, as on preceding. One leaf, which normally 
would have ended somewhere under U, passes entirely beyond that letter 
and ends under left foot of Ns; the next one extends to right foot 
of I. The die of 1796. Altogether different in style from revs. 
A through G, though somewhat similar to H; one can therefore speak 
of a development in style rather than antraustkieax abrupt break. 

R-8. The reason for rarity of this variety is unknown; possibly 
the obverse broke down. Ip many event, the reverse remained in good _ 
enough conzdition to - te ar ATT ay — mintage of 1796. I have 
senn only voor specimen,, Melish 1833. This may or may not be the Wood@in, 
Newcomer, Green piece, pictured in Adams and Mabbott. There may be h 
others around, but if so they have not shown up in years. . 

R.W.Julian thinks that coinage of halfeagles in 1795 was ended 
either because Kall available Half-Bagle reverse dies had been r\ 
broken (evidently untrue, as just noted) or, more likely, because ~~» 
dies were finally ready for coinage of ten-dollar pieces and the , ® “ 
Director wanted to begin issuing the larger denomination. This ex- ie, +S 
flanation will do in the absencem of any better one; certainly it was _ 
not from any lack of dies, as there were at least shine usable ‘obverses 
left, not counting the die altered to 1796. (These were aves 5, 6, \ 
and 7, together with the two dies altered unused to 1797. »4 In aaastion, 


the I reverse remained usable through I7§X 1796 and possibly into ie 
We now come to xk one of the most disputed and para torical of ty) 


all half-eagle etypes, namely the 1795 Heraldic. Meny have speculated 
that these pieces were coined in the latter part of 2795 1795 or | 

in 196. Others have guessed a 1797 or 1798 origina for ‘then. Since 
the reverses show 16 stars, they cannot be 1795 products. — 
--the 16th state of the Untion--was only admitted suxkke June 1, 1796. 


Before then there would have been no point in making one, ‘let alone 
sre /, \ 


See Heraldic Eagle section below for this reverse type. 





Page 30 of 222 


1s 

two, sixteen-star dies. aids tx as to die varieties was for 
long almost impossible to obtain, because the coins are very rare 
and not often available for comparison. Nevertheless, the available 
photographs have solved the problem. 

There were three obverse and two reverse dies. The obverses 
are 5, 6 and 7 of 17935 (suggesting that obv. 8 might have broken, 
while these three remained in usable condition). Reverses, though 
of different style, ees Ani 1797 products since the reversion to 
13 stere (found mutuz of 1798 and after) took place on other de- 
nominations during 1797. One of the two half-eagle reverses comes 
cracked with the 1795 obverse, and perfect with a 1797 mkxmxmss I 
16-star obverse (Baldenhofer 1200). This proves that these "1795" __ 
heraldic coins must have been made, at least some if anot all, after | 
Soe. intretustion of the 16¥M-star obv. of 1797, which in turnm followed 
xukex two 15-star obverses. The last delivery of haif-eagles in 
1797 took place on August 28. On Sept. 1, 1797, the Mint closed 
for two months during Philadelphia's annual yellow fever epidemic. 
Reopening on Nov. 9, coinage was haphazard, being made under ener gency 
conditions from any dies remaining WR eo OCR been stored in |” 
vaults in the Bank of the United States. ‘There mmamy were, however, 
no more half-eagles struck during that year. 

We may therefore conclumde that the 1795 heraldie half-eagles, 
together with ‘provably) the 1797/5, were made in 1798 or later. 
They bear every earmark of hasty striking under emergency conditions, 
being made from old rusted dies resutrecteé for thepurpose in the 
full knowledge that they could not last long. Quite likely they 
were part of the 5226 half-eagles delivered Dec. 5, 1798 after the 
Mint's post¥-epidemic repopening for that year. 

Evidence for thmis attribution is strengthened by comparison 
of these 1795 heraldic half-eagles with other "emergency" coins of 
the period. An enumeration of them follows: 
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Cents. 1796 draped bust, struck from badly rusted fdies, repre- 
senting reuse of old dies earlier found in other combinations. Sheldon 
104, 108, 110 and possibly others. Since some of thesé are found on 
Boulton & Watt ("Nichols Find") planchets, they must have been made 
late in 1797 or 1798, asdetailed in my Minor Coins monograph. (69,437 
cents struck Dec. 6-13, 1797; the remmainder early in 1798.) 

1798 Sheldon 178 and possibly the other two Reverse of 1796 
varieties, utilizing old and previously discarded reverses. S-178 also 
has for obverse a die already badly broken and rusted after its vse 
with two other reverses (on R¥ S-176 and 177). This and some other 
associated varieties probably formed a small part of the 502,500 cents 

of ‘the "emergency" coinages of late 1798. Many of these may have been 
dated 1797. 
- Dollars. Bolender 1: 13 stars, small eagle. Obv. is a 1796 or 
1797 obverse whose last digit had been omitted; reverse is the shattered 
Ate of 1797 B-1. 3-2: 15 stars, small eagle. Obv. is a 1796 die 
) whose last digit had been omitted. Rev. is the resurrected reverse of 
4, Aqss B-14, which had also been used in 1797. These fm dollars may 
teva ‘been among coins struck very late in 1797 and delivered on Jan. 
9; 1798 (30,372), or they may have been among the 1798 emergency issue 
of 44,610, delivered Dec. 31, 1798. 
Bi Without exception, all of the above coins are rare, representing 
| brief | use of mshortlived dies—-dies already broken or impaired to a 
point: of earlier condemnation by rust, in most eases. Sheldon 110 of 
i796 is one of the commonest Drape# Bust cents of that date, but the 
{vast majority of the coins of this variety are from the unrusted oby. 
"| ate; similarly, the rusted-die states of S104 and 108 are wery rare. 
_ Maat a1 of then have in common is haphasaré muling of dies of various 
i periods) earlier found in other combinations. It is clear enough thet 
, the 1795 Heraldic half-eagles show these very same traits, and we can 
| with conmfidence assign them to this period as well. I f 
) 
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Descriptions of the three 1795 Heraldic varieties follow: 


B. 5-W. Last star very close to drapery; small rev. stars, 5 
berries, stem extends to crossbar of A. A-143 C-9; N-l¢ 

Obv. 5. Moderately to severely rusted on parts of devices and 
sometimes also on numerals end stars. Quickly identified by having 
last star very close to drapery. 

Rev. W. Heraldic eagle as on other 1797 and 1798 dies. 16 small 
stars. One star entirely below beak, resting on ribbon; two : 


form a straight line with pointing to top feather at left. 
i 


Top row of stars well away from clouds. Top leaves of bfanch away from 
wing. Stem enters 4 between teat and_reata_on crossber——true of no 
| other heraldic die through 1807. ° Wine vines "ites of D and A. Apparently 
alweys seen with some stage of a crack through RIC to border, very 
faint — Snepawr on some, rot f on others. Mo-~-FUN 4iss Shee a heavy tim beenke 
‘ima 7. Very? Be GB EE Gott Saale te excellent 
preservation. Dunham 2067 was prooflike umnc. G.H.Hall 1866 was 
gimilarly described; its cut {SSSEXEX¥XENSXESIXXGXESHXESINY shows 
‘adjustment marks in hair just below center, pointing east-southeast. 
= Wéaedin-Newcomer-Green coin, pictured in Adams and Mabbott, is also 
« tge and shows what may be bag marks slanting dova from forelopok A 
| towards 13th star. Another, also called “unc.", was lot 2693 of the 
eb. 1960 Schulman-Kreibberg sale; the photograph is too indistinct ) 
|) te tell if 1t 18 a different coin from any of the above. Melish 1637 4 
| Elin wen.) 10 eenppenndd in the cine sktelagesetat nheny | 
pf Oot. 1957, lot 1979. “Mee” 20s Cine Lt 2FZ Jimny have been prt ee (edt 


. wy) 
ot . iB \6-W, Closest date; small rev. stars, 5 berries, stem to 


| athe of A. Not in A or Ce V- 

ye 6. Closest date of the year, 95 practically touching. 
“Revi W. Ae last. Ga lcsh&~ thick Whve SW. 

Ru8. WGC 318. (The same cut was reused above Melish 1836, but 
"the WGC coin was meirculated and the two Melish coins were EF and aU 


' 
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--asiée from being of different varieties.) Apparently unique; no 
whisper of a rumor of another one. This is the rarest of all half- 
eagles, perhaps being equalled by the 1797 with 16 stars and heraldic 


eagle reverses. 


B. 7-X. Last two stars distant, 15th about equidistant between 
14th and drapery; 1 overruns curl; large rev. stars, 4 berriss, stem 
only meets right foot of A. A=13; C~7. 

Obv. 7. Immediately identifiable by laet two stars and drapery 
being about equidistant ani considerably farther apart than usual. (On 
Obv. 6 lest star is distant drapery but ke crowded into 14th 
star.) 1 overruns curl. Ce 

Rev. X. Heraldic eagle, 16 larger stars, entirely differently 
arrgnged from those on Rev. W. The star just below beak is distinctly 
above ribbon; it has but one left-hand neighbor, umtxiwm rather than 
two as in reverse W. Several stars in top tow touch or practically 
touch clouds. Stem + eft serif of right foot of A. Four berries. 
A touches 4th feather. Always coun with, iene ota of a crack frmom 
I through CA, extending to tail, then through tail to arrow buttsa V. 
Also sometimes comes with a break at top of Ny, and other hairlike 
cracks. Obverse on late impressions looks wil worn--which is strange 
inasmuch as very few impressions seem to have been taken from this die. 

R-6, nearly R-7. Ths is the variety usually seen with heraldic 

/Peverse, GPictured in Guidebook; pictured in Standard Catalogue (the 
) ie i Newcomer coin illustrated by Adams) V/IK Parmeles 101} Melich 
1836, ex Earle 2334, Ryder and Boyd; lot 356, New Nether as 49th 
she; EYEREAYYEA twater 1607x, EF, ex Cleneay collections : Bell II 566; 

- Wolfson #®2¥ 372; lot 1818, 1956 Metropoligtan Convention sale; Balden- 
“ hofer 1195¥96(plates transposed on these); ete. There may be as many 
/ as twenty different specimens making the rounds. Most of these are 

x. Fine,*m some being as low as VF and a few Uncirculated. 
i . 


H 


EXIMP additional information to be found in Bibliography on original ms. 
below. 
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(IF 
This concl:.des the enumeration of varieties dated 17985. For 
convenience, I append a tabulation: 


B A C 4H Mabbott Woodin Rarity 
Group One 
iA 5 6 §$ 8 c/c 4 
3 6 §$ 6 @ c/D 4 
1-C 3 = > C/A Si . 
~ “Eat, ae ee Be A/A 4 
6. 2 2 £6 B/B 5 
ap @ 2 48 D/B 4 
Group Two 
5-EB 11 = 11 13-14 G/H 7 
6-E 10 - 10 10-12 F/H 3 y 
6-F 9 3 9 S¥§-9 72/6 4 
-< a ae Pe) Sa 
8-I se 7: [oe E/E R 
e ce 
SW 149 14 #18 was 7 
Ts 13 42° 6H 1/J 6 


Of the at least 7 dies for this “Close Date” type one was altered in date to 
1796 (6 over 5), another to 1797. Three others remained unaltered as 1795 & 
used in either Dec. 1798 or Dec. 1799 with Heraldic reverses. 


“Close Date” & “Wide Date” examples are available, at least one each is 
recommended for minimum “Type” collections; available in higher grades. 
Several dozen were owned (hoarded) by Col. E.H.R. Green, dispersed about 
1942-4. See above manuscript text, hereafter ms. See Bib. below for WB’s 
annot. NN #47:1431 EF (A-6). 


WB: B. 3-D, 4-D ”Missmade”’. 


Equivalents: 

1795 Wide date, first star low, 4 berries: Breen 1-B, HB 2-B; 1-C, HB 2-A; 2- 
C HB 1-A. 

1795 Wide date, first star low, 3 berries: Breen 1-A, HB 2-C = Hilt 4C. 

1795 Wide date. first star low; STATES over STATED, a.k.a. “Blundered 
die”. Breen 3-D HB 3-D; 4-D, HB 4-D = Hilt 1A, 2A. 
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1795 Close date, 4 berries, normally placed. First star well to left; [5,9587] 
Breen 5-E, HB 5-F; 6-E HB 6-F; 6-F HB 6-G = Hilt 5E, 6E, 6G. 

1795 Close date, 3 berries. No berry inside left branch. Breen 6-G HB 6-E = 
Hilt 6F. 

1795 Close date, 4 berries, none inside left branch: 2 berries outside left 
branch, right branch normal Breen 8-I HB 8-I = Hilt 81. Auc ’87:413 nearly 
EF. 

1795 Breen 7-H HB 7-H. 


Presentation Pieces. 

Breen saw about three, here are his notes in autograph &/or holograph & ms 
& textual criticism combined: There may be several varieties in presentation 
piece state, but I only recall seeing one which I can swear to be a pp, it is the 
first variety of the year. Breen 1-A, Adams 5, Clapp 6, Newcomer 5: Wide 
date, Ist star low (below first curl), Y & two stars following crowded 
together; only 3 berries in wreath (held in Eagle’s beak). At least five 
“proofs” have been offered at auction, & I know that at least one of these was 
a presentation piece; I have seen three from these dies qualifying at that level 
& can well believe that more exist. The occasion for presentation was 
obviously the Mint Director’s jubilation on getting such attractive coins into 
production. It is known that beginning gold coinage was one of Henry 
William DeSaussure’s two great ambitions when he began his duties as MD, 
the other being improvement in design of silver & copper coins. The very 
first Warrant DeSaussure issued, July 31, 1795, was for the half-eagles, the 
first coined; they were from the dies above described B.1-A. Some of these 
went to local banks. It is not known whether the presentation pieces were 
included in the mint accounting (no account book entry), but it was custom to 
issue pieces to the Director or to “Sundry Accounts”. The B.1-A’s probably 
formed the majority of the next few deliveries, as this die combination was 
fairly long-lived & is still not very rare. Other varieties may exist in 
presentation-piece state. 
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2 Hw itl 





£5 5 9 —«/y 1 SS 
9% Msi wort) 


NB 66:114. 


B-1B & Mint closed for yellow fever dates. For $5.00 book, see also 
Numisma #1 . 

Mint closed for yellow fever: Dates. 

See Numisma #1. 

Bullion Journal A: Page 72 entry 47: Nov. 19, 1796 
‘[... ]Assay[...]rec’d[...]from 31 July1795 to 30 Sept. 1796[...]’ 29 HE’s. 
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HALF EAGLE. Regular dies trial piece; small eagle. ; 
23. Copper—R.E. Unique. Defaced. Vy ~~, |» : 


(The piece listed as A-W 18 is a Mint error, see appendix B.) 


Walter Breen’s annotated Judd 3rd edition. “Dr. Connway Bolt coll.” See also 
1797. Another ms.: Eagle 1795, on half-cent [?] flan. Judd appx. B: formerly 
in the Waldo Newcomer coll. 


NB 53: page 132 or 152: Sunday* *See the Garza Jolas in exhibits *Andy 
Lustig—? 1795 $5 Die Trial. 
NB 53:151 below. 


ENCY mic MB rs 
pace al 
—_ | 
box Sats. Ne b oe ee 
jJola . Si Joya Tanda je =. <eeaee 
Wade Le 1-7 m@, dias 2) Ky 
fobs Lah etige (any sped Fonda haps 
Gel $e lots | epg tS tT | 
| WU thik. inion nfl, EZ “Aled ge S34) 


UU itenim eg 970. 
et. 1. [#e? rey 
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See important catalogs below for: Wayte Ramond’s copy JCM 278th sale lot 
172 Close date, VF proof surface, $27.00. Also #305, lot 398, $29.00, to ac. 


NB:WBV#15p.4 below. 


Sy tem Clry/E mors 


Mema fram the deak of- DANIEL J. P. KELLACHAN 
1S Cl Ede 1330 yp ye) Sens jog I4o-C- & 
Sys Een TJLJ% £ ee aoe 


C3 ke POS? - C~€ 
§ pee’ 2339 £29 —C> , 
‘| D ShAlu—: oC 
é5 fe, we C+ € thet eee 
Firoene 1 Wt ? 98 bite 
? i Lv Enka 22334 eg 


Vs Cas Sa: aS 


PCA III “Beck” 2/14/1977:269 $5,500.00 “[...]Extremely Fine-45[...]variety 
with three berries on wreath[...Jex. H. Chapman, Jr. [...]” Plate. —:270 
$3,750.00. “[...]Very Fine-35 [...]three berry variety[...]” Plate. —:271 
$1,950.00. “[...]Very Fine-30[...]retooling in obverse behind head where 
initials were removed[...|four berry variety|...|below STATES there is an ” 
L”|...]widely spaced date[...|rusty die as rust marks are noticeable near first 
star, lower curl, and date[...] Plate. 

See Bibliography Catalogues of Auctions. Stack’s 3/6-7/1959:388. 

ms. FCI Descriptions of New Varieties {1977} (1/1976-4/77) hereafter FCI 
DNV. 1795. Small Eagle. Wide dates. Breen 1-B: Y and 2 stars crowded 
together; 4 berries, spurs at TE(D). Full mint sharpness, lustrous, faint 
hairlines; several light rim nicks, long staple scratch on neck. Much better 
than it sounds. B0010. 

DNV Breen 1-B. Another. Sharpness of AU, few light rev. pin scratches. 
Right obv. field polished to remove initials or the like. BO011. 
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DNV Breen 1-C. Same obv.; spurs from border between S O and at end of 
stem. Very rare, formerly R-7, probably still R-6. Obv. full mint sharpness but 
lightly scraped below IB; rev. A; surfaces more like AU. B0012. 

DNV 1796/5. Only the one variety. Some details of EF sharpness, others 
weaker; porou, [sic] loop removed. NG?? B0013. 

BMM 6/1941:2067 Large eagle “[...]brilliant semi-proof]...]”. 

BMM A.Carter 10/55:186 ‘Ef.’ 

Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 

Stack Cat. 4/1955 in WB’s library: Lot 839 reads: “1795 Has faint trace os a 
solder mark. First year of issue. Fine to very Fine.” WB heavily redacted 
‘faint trace of’. 

KS 4/3-4/59:2647 ‘[...]Sharp. Ef]...]’ Plate. 





WB’s annotated CSNA 10/1960:875 above. 


Lot No. 328 


328 1795 Slt Rains Fe ee ee ae 
Extremely Fine. Tiny pin hole punch mark above cap. 





Lot No. 329 AT fl, War) 
te ne Four berries on reverse. Rim over J® shows oxeslap- 
a digi unusual variety. Full mint bloom, all feathers on breast of 
apna gy 











Lot No. 330 A, y & 


330 1795 Small Eagle. Close date variety. Reverse with four berries nearly on level. Choice 
Exaseaidy Pie with faintest tices of atjestinent masts on SPN a ee. Hi 
top stars at left. Considerable lustre struck, Ex-H. Chapman, Jr. His 
envelope and ticket with lot. PLATE ar é 
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WB’s annotated K 1/75:328, 329, 330 above. 


= a . 


331 1795 Small Eagle, close date variety. A nice appearing i Extremely Fine specimen, 
even though H. Chapman, Jr. at one time called the coin “Fine” and sold it for 
$35.00!! How times have changed! PLATE 





WB’s annot. K 1/75:331 above. 


SH & H Chapman Bushnell Estate 1883:2409 $12.50; —:2410 $10.50.. See 
Bib. below for WB’s Bushnell. 

Chapman 6/1918:426 Close date, 5 touches bust and first star the 
hair[...]EF[...] $24.00. SHC. 

B.2-C described in detail in WB’s copy P.T.A. Breen III 6/78;1065 in Bib. 
below. 


B. 4-D, see Bib. below for WB’s copy Breen 2 6/75:329 described. 
B. 8-I, as last, lot 330, die description in detail. 


For Warrant numbers and dates see Bibliography below: NB 45:44-5. 


HALF EAGLES 
$5.00 Gold 


Liberty Cap. ~ Ma 1 
1969. 1795 Small Eagle. aaa and date bold, how- 
fa 


ever coin has a rough s , and has been buffed. 
V.Good. Will proba bring\over $150.00. 
1070 1280 V7 Wine Sharn. $80.00. 


WB’s annotated 1957 ANA:1969 above. 
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WB’s annot. E Adams CCJ VIN6 1795. 


[B&W copy superior to original color scan. ] 


September, 1934 


ViMC 


Early Half Eagles and Their Varieties 
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See next page for margin light annot’s. 
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Varieties of 1795 Half Eagles > 
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1796 





 -MWintage 6,196, apparently from a single pair of dies, though 
/ not impossibly some coins dated 1795 might have been struck during 


this year. Deliveries: \ 
{, Warrant Date Half Eagles | 
€7 June 28 780 . 
70 July 27 2346 | 
75 Sept. 21 273 \. aka 
77 Dec. 8 2460 | | 
19 Dec. 22 337 i 


The single obverse dies wf of this year belongs with the Second 
Group of 1795, kkmuxloctkxtexmm: and it is an overdate, 1796 over 95— =| 
it and the similar half disme being the two earliest true overiates in 
United States coinage. The 1795 aie so altered at the Mint, however, 
is not one found on any actual 1795-dated coins. vs 

Obv close date, first star left of curl, as in'1795 G-mup wo. 
eee et ee eee 
L overruns cap; ER join, TY touch. j 

/ 


I. (AO 
Rev. This is 1795 reverse I; two berries on outer left branch, 
stem end free of A. 


R-5. Most specimens surviving are in VF to EF condition. Several 
uncirculated pieces survive; cf. Bell II 567. 


Possibly coinage of 1796's contined into 1797: see below. 


Mintage possibly [7,253]. The June delivery may have included ‘proof’s’. 
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Five deliveries: June 28-Dec. 22, 1796. Probably the [434] of Jan. 4, 1797 
bore date 1796; possibly also the [278] of March 14 & even the [345] of 
March 25, 1797, totals [7,253]. Whatever the true mintage was, 1796 is rarer 
as a date than 1795, though without the additional popular timely interest 
shared by coins of the first year issued & kept as souvenirs. 


6 OVER 5 





Walter Breen’s annotated Judd 3rd. 


1796 
QUARTER EAGLE. Obvy. Regular die with stars, white metal. 


170" 


Breen 9-I, HB 1-1795I. 

OC NN 1952 ANA:582 “1796/95. Small eagle. Almost Extremely Fine, but 
with slight indications of handling, and a partly roughened planchet upon 
parts of the reverse. Lists as $110.00 in Fine, and $200.00 Uncirculated in the 
Guidebook. V. Scarce. Sold to Hide (O.Schilke) $130. See Bib. below. 

Noted ms 4: Mickley, Appleton, Garrett:434, EF, $14,000.00; Auction 
°82:924, $36,000.00; Sears, Clapp, Eliasberg:327, $16,500.00. 

NB: WBV#15p.4: $5’s fm Clapp/E inventory: Sears 11/69 $75 C-E. 

PCA III 2/14/77:272 $3,500.00. “[...JExtremely Fine-45 with flaws in front 
of nose and mouth|...]few scratches on reverse near legend[...].” Plate. 
BMM 3/23/48:3658 $120.00. 
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“H.R. Lee” S 10/47:1211 “17796 Over 95[...]small eagle[...]From the 
Dunham collection[...]Fine to Very Fine[...]” $80.00. 

Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 

See Catalogues below: S Smith 5/55:1659. 

Beck III:272. 


‘ Lot No. 332 shor “ . 


332 1796 6 over 5. Small Eagle variety of 1795. Choice Extremely Fine with considerable mint 
lustre. Borderline AU. Rarer than preceding 1795. PLATE 


WB’s annot. K_ 1/75332 above. 
For Warrant numbers and dates see Bib. below:NB 45:44-S. 


WB’s Annotated E Adams 1796 HE below. 


Page 49 of 222 






The Coin Collector's Journal 


hol 











wr” —T ee 
fPaRaot 4 9 ey 
- — ~~ y 


eee ees 


atin el. atin et 5 a 


& 








/ 
oe 
iM 
1 | 
| 

? ; 

‘ 7 . r < p 

a ; 
184 | 
1930 INEM WAKE pene . gkas TIDY 


MSA13 ‘¥¢ 50 Kfar, 





Page 50 of 222 





November, 1934 


wing free. Right wing, foot of A through E of AMERICA to eagle, 

rests on fourth feather. Also and vertical crack through eagle thele- 

touches third feather. This reverse and up through M of UNUM. ine 

‘is like that of No. 5, but berry is E41) free of curl. 8 large.a” L just 

left over C. BAe. clear of cap. All stars clear and —_ . 

Of 1798 there are eight varieties. ch. lower ones remote from bust. Re- lak a4. 
C$ Ei—targe, close date. | touches first. verse — Heraldic eagle. Thirteen ¢,"<*' 
(79 WC. 98 aot “Large 8 almost touches bust. stars. Position like No. 2, but Vie, ver 
le. | Lower left stor free and far from farther from eagle's = Clouds j7- 
Lic, curl. Lower right star does not touch both wings and Gne prong—oh Ave re 
Lisesery, «touch bust. Upper left star free Cod. Aiffh_ star? Stem of ak FOC. aby else. 
Lite ph its: from cap. Stars, eight to left and’ Breaks in die above ES and O. «.A7., 76. 


five to right, all free. Line under & 5—Small 8, somewhat distant from bust. .“ 
“Y _ date. Reverse — Heraldic eos 3s Reverse—Heraldic eagle. Thirteen |‘ 
j 4 lew Thirteen stars in field, three on left a stars, Arrangement of stars above ~. 


in straight line. Clouds touch both %-leagle somewhat similor to No. |, ~ «- 
wings, and one prong of, star.” Stem ‘but those to right in rather flat tri- 


Cl oF Branch ling. free from A. T | 
me ht n ong, ree trom CP ky e, with the apex P f 
th ox re lower foot of “A touches poke eng to No. 43 bata Sisk ibn 
Le thet feather of right wing.«4 Die crack (7). touch bust. L farther from cap. D 
fr ei under date on obverse. Comes™y'7i-  Reverse—Heraldic eagle. Thirteen 


with die crack through two lower ”~ stars. Three stars to right and left 
stars of right of eagle's head; also’ of the eagle's head in line. 


NER a \cgie crack through stem of wreath 
ATiet .. to. border. 


SD &2—Smaller date, | in curl. 8 siGches’ 
| Stre5 4A ust. Lower left star free and | 
| farther from curl. Upper left star 
free but close to cap. L free from 
cap. Right stars, + ird. and Beat 
ove. _ touch. Left stars, atlstee: . 
2-%* with die worn acon from: ee $2 


‘ PERE through B star on right. Re- —Obverse similar to No. 6, point of 
15 51% verse — Heraldic eagle. Thirteen vas r touching Y but lower left stor < 
| wei dtieStars. Three ‘stors to left in form of rther from curl. Reverse — Dif- 
ad Létriangle.. Clouds touch il wing. iss (Fe from any of the others, as 
me . et RIP {fens of stars touch fourth and “eagle's claw is almost entirely clear 


“a Sle od fifth clouds. is. . Die crack to left of O— of and to the left’of A. Rare. 


3 pal Sel date, but ‘wide, | barely 
touches curl. Large § touches bust. 
Stars all free from each other and 

cap. Stars close to Y. Reverse— 

‘| /.-ly\ Heraldic eagle. . Fourteen _ stars. 
(© 4 Three stars on right in straight line; 
three stars on left shape of triangle, 





wee 





Ati L 


apex to left. Clouds free. Stem Fg a ot 0 
of branch long and just touches foot €8—Obverse a "as No. l. 95 ae 
of A. Left wing free: right one Small eagle. This variety is~ of 
almost touches clouds. Die crack great rarity. Wet soo ** ary jeer — <i 
‘ e. ke. Rete! | heey lint traits 
SED a enc 2: : Mihi w+ es The, Bar ie 
! 185 U lw,t. bear iT t,, Tap (16 é; 
SP ee ae ; ERM oA ls + 


+, 
r 4 20° 
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1797 


15 Stars B11-J. 





1797 


Minteage reported as 5609, though there is some reason to suspect 
that the first one (possibly the first three) deliveries wincluéed 
coins dated 1796, and that the remainder included only the small cagle 
pieces of thie year, the heraldic coins being @made in 1798. Deliveries: 

Warrant Date Half Regles 

80 Jan. 4 434 

63xxu Mar. 14 278 
65 Mar. 25 345 


88 May 2 1162 
91 June 7 545 
93 June 29 113 ; 
95 July 8 470 


97 Aug. 12 124 
‘99 Aug. 28 138 
“In some respects this is the most difficult date of half-cagle of which 

to collect varieties. Of the six known varieties, the commonest is a 
high Rarity 6, three others are Rarity 7 iteus,an4 two others reach 
the Rarity 68 level. There may be still cther varieties—doubdtless 
also Rarity 8 items——as Clapp reported, for instance, a third 17 
‘but without specific description. _ 

Kif iN f Determining & propbable order of emission of varieties of this 
aaa has been difficult. The order submitted here is frankly the best 
guesswork kg could make. It is reasonable to suppose that the 15-star 

obverses with perfect date preceded the 16-star die, as in other de- 


i S 


i744 
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Fewer than 35 extant. Breen conjecture: [1,162] May 2, 15 stars; [1,390] June 
7-Aug. 28, 16 stars. 





— ee ——E - ee $$ — _ - —. 


(21 
& | ; my 
f 


nomination¥at of this date (e.g. the half dismes). It ie actaie! reasonable 
, to suppose thet the mint personnel would have used up available leftover 
emall eagle dies of 1795-96 before teking time out to ongra ve new ones 
of the heraldic type. (It is known that in the mintis early years, | 
Coiner's Dept. personnel had to inxterrupt coinage to help make new 
dies.) | 
This yields the following conttclusions: (1) The coins with 15 
stars and small eagle came first. (2) Next was the variety, here called 
12-K, with 16 stars end small eagle. This presumably preceded the u- 
nique (7?) coin, here called 12-X, with 16 stars and heraldic eagle. 
(3) We know from die break evidence that the 12-X preceded the muling 
7-X--the last of the three 1795 heraldic eagle coins. (4) The two 
varieties with overdate obverse 1797/95 and heraldic reverses probably 
follow rather than precede any of the above. (5) In fact, as both 
overdates are struck from rusty dies and are not known to occur un- 
rusted, one may reasonably suspect that (like the 1795 heraldic eagle 
eoins) they form part of the emergency series earlier discussed. 
There are two times when the 1797/95's might have been struck. 
‘Either the dies were overdated in the fall or early winter of 1797, 
and the coins struck from them form part or all of the delivery of 
691 half-eagles, Jan. 4, 1798 (likely made just before the year ended), | 
or sazthe overdated dies--though ready--remained unused until late | 
in 1798, and these coins formed part of the 3226 half-eagles of the nA 
emergency coinage of Dec. 5, 1798. Which one is undecidable at the fix 
moment, thovgh I tend to fevor the letter. The fabric of the 1797/95 | 
coins is more like that of the 1795 heraldic smgiv half-eagles than =| 
like that of any other coins in the series; apparently the seme lot 
of planchetet wes used to meke them, and one may deduce thakt they 
were all made at about the same time. vA | 2 
Variety desckiptions follow, dies numbered continuously qith 1IBEXT. 
1795-96 because thax of the overlap of reverses. i 


e | 
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Type I: Fifteen stars, small eagle. 


B. 10-J. Perfect date, widely spaced, 15 stars, small eagle; 
A-3; SebSitie; w-18. 
Obv. 10. 


Dete normal (not an overdate); more widely spaced than 
any preceding since obv. 4 of 1795. 


» : 


17 imumkclosest, kkexe 797 more 


~~ epread apart and about equally spaced. First eter wa Seo Pr eexat 
on 3 


rls 10“ star barely free of cep. a slightly lower hat bases 
than neighboring letters. L just touches cap. 






















Develops a erack through 
shi} y 


Rev. J, Small eagle, but not adi . 
; : ea, , Vee rea oo} walle bre 3 
reath, ebout midway on outer left branch, W I farther’ ; 


ls Bnd! of stem ainost touches final A wt extrene z. sty 2 
68 practically touch UN and end nearly under r. upright of U and . i 
t Of conter of M. Dio crack weunlly viatbie from rim Yhroueh T of 
c= nearest ietitt abe eagle where wing joins body; this crack is © 
* ally feint in this marriage. 








' 


*" G.7 porderline, possibly at the very top of thé B-6 level, but i 
gtthetly rarer than 12-K. Bell II 568 is claimed ais \aihentiitaay!t | 
v4 sve seen one other (the same coin?) in this grade, but mowt Know (. Ay 

ie in the VF te EF range. Cf. G.H.Hall 1868, Atwater 1610, BL yy 

: pers es eae | 16h 16ETS of Titihe Tetears Seileett 16 mel, 


. 
* + Hats Perfect date, very closely spaced, 15 stars, small eames 
ny 1: N-16, Ws as 


Ve ai 
oe ae | 
At. Date normal, and very closely spaced; 79 preskibily ‘ es 


{d fin this instance 17 are farthest apart with 737 much closer. 
n+ SERIE rr0e of curl; 10% star touches cap st(two prongs) 3 te 


Ag, fee of capt T and lover than neighboring Lettern. | x 


4 . 
1-3. The crack is more prominent, and sometimes very heavy. 4 


Ye 


late: Hest ions show another crack from rim to branch to eagle's tail. 
AN eet aatsioas R-8. Cf. Wolfson 335, unc. (possibly finest); EXIK 
ix: ba 
TAEN 


eS" 


} 
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Eliasberg; Dr. Clifford Smith 2 1660 (dent behind cap). Pictured in 
Standard Catalogue, Guidebook. 


Type Tt: Sixteen stars, small eagle. 

B. 12-K. The only wariety of this type. A-2; C-2; N-17. 

Obv. 12. Closely spaced date, like the last. Eleven stars 
left. five right. Not altered from a 15-star die, as first star is 
below curl but not unusually close to date, and all stérs left are 
about evenly placed, 11th being a little away from cap. Top of 1 
touches curl; first 7 practically touches border; final 7 apparently 
touches both border and tewkkmkedrapery, except on weaker strikes. 

Rev. K. Small eagle. wo berries in wreath, both outside-- 


one at lower left, one at lower right. Single terminal leaws facing 


on each branch. In other respects rather similar to reverse J. De- 
velops cracks from rim to %palm branch to eagle's tail, from which 
two branch cracks arise, one to stem near A, the other up to wing a 


right. Clapp mentions another obv. with this rev. (wider date): unseen. 


R-6, and rather high in that level, but by a small margin the 
least rare of the 1797's. {XX There may be as many as fifteen known 


‘at present. That in the Smithsonian came from an auction, April 1, 
1891. The Parmelee sale of 1590 had two specimens, lot 737 going to 


Byron Reed and now in Omaha City Library, and lot 738 going to 3.5. 
Crosby for W.S.Appleton, at aiiita Societys. Atwater 
1611 was close to Unc., as wee Bell II 569, Wolfsen 336 was around 
AU. Baldenhofer T2HIX had two, lots 1201 and 1202, described as AU 
and EF. WGC 521 was celled Unc. One of Brend's specimens went in. 
the "Brand-Lichtenfels" (Schvlman-Kreisberg) Bev lot 2371. Another 


is in the Amon Carter estate. I have seen paren others. It is still 


a@ very rare coin and appears rarer than it is because of soveral 


doicd specimens being impounded. A .(. .-) Crppery ne én > Sndt 24. 
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P24 

fype III: Sixteen stars, heraldic eagle. 

B. 12-X. The only variety of this type. A-6; C~43 N20. 0- 
mitted by error from the Adams published list in COJ, but referred 
to by implication in Adams 13 of 1795, where reverse F X is called 
“The die of 1797." It is also mentioned in Adams's notebooks. 

Oby. 12. 

Rev. X. Sumexes The second heraldic eagle reverse of 1795, but 
struck before the die cracked, therefore before 1795 B. 7~X, 

k-8. Only one specimen traced to date. This was Belditwhofer 1200, 
@ sleeper at $625, ex Col. Green, Weldo Newcomer, W.H.Woodin. ‘The 
coin had cost Hewoomer $2,500 when first discovered in the 1920's. It 
was illustrated above G.H.Hall 1869. For some reason, omitted in 
Guidebook and Standard Catalogue, though it is one of the most clearly 
| marked neked-eye types in the series of half-eaglesa. A second speci- 
. men has been rumored to exist, but not yet seen bym me. 
; Type IV: 1797 over 5, 15 stars, heraldic eagle. 


B, 13-¥. 10th star touches cap; 1797/95, 15 stars. Rev. Heraldic 


eagie, verry READE center of BBF*or c. Ant; 6-33 Ho19. 

Obv. 13. 1797 over 95, overdate extremely plain; altered from a 
‘previously unused die of E£#¥ Group Two. 10th star touches eap with 
two prongs; ‘Sktomteorckmumirrexteapery first star touc with 
two prongs, on heavy impressions; nN eT 7 
prong; 1 heavily touches cap; base of EZ winutely below that of R. 
Develops rust marks at 11% to 15° stars. Compre. otw IG 

Rev. Y. Heraldfec oagle, 16 stars above i%, but differently 
arranged from those in Rev. Y. Six sters in two irregulay rows just 
behind eagle's head, whereas there are only five in Rev. X. Bop ledves 
of branch very lerge, one of them rumming into third from bottom feather 
of wing, wherees in Rev. X they are small, narrow and distant from wing. 
Claw very thin, Som runs inte left base of right foot of A (nold coin 
so that finel A is upright). Berry below center of base of C (hold 
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25 
coin so that C is upright, with its thick part vertically at left). 
\ Develops crack through r. upright of M between wing and border; this 
\osnen ney: Later, another crack appears from rim to clouds between 
S\0. This extends into stars. Another crack shows from next to leftmost 
sey Siaataow 40 ween, tine gl eeaillbaa elie aiedIioe enna. 

_ R-7, low. Probably the finest was EDunham 2069, unc. Atwater 
1609, from one of the earlier die states, was also called unc. 

hie *Mewer4AS” 2970 Uf. over Ut 275). 
may or may not have been the same co +, WGC 320 was called AU; Bal- 
Semhorer 1198, EF as wes Wolfson 534-{thersumarmnteth: The Balfenhofer 
Glen. 2 Simahae GP mavk, nese Y, te On 
aig eal edge, eumfees 2 coin w which appeared in K the 
y¢ 

Miami-F.U.N. ." llion Dollar" sale, being subsequently owned by Harold 
Ball and M. Kolman, reappparing in the 1964 ANA convention. There are 
possibly three or four others, but this coin is still safely within 


the Rugarity 7 level. Pictured in the Standard Watalogue and Guidebook,. 


B. 14-Z. 10th star free of cap; 1797/95, 15 stars. Rev. HBEkERYE 
Heraldic eagle, berry below left curve of C. A-5; Seobeiaemy 1-21. 

Obv. 14. According to Adams, differs from obv. 13 in the following 
particulars: (1) 10th star free of cap. (2) One prong of first star 
just touches second curl; (3) 15" star touches drapery between first 
and second folds. I have seen only one specimen, and on this the die 
was markedly rusted. In other particulars, very similar to obv. 13. 

Rev. Z. Very xsimilar to reverse Y but without the cracks; 
berry below left curve or thick part of C (hold coin so that C is 


upright) . ij a Elias , tn Chany, Gada, 
R-8. it nie asm eutky ono snt-tinte-Seng-stneediliNtngematressttene 


—amim. Not illustrated by Adams (two 13-Y's are shown instead). Clapp 
mentions a third 1797/95, but I have not been able to trace it. 


Reverse Z. Final A runs into tail. 
16 STARS 
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15 stars noted ms 4 & 5, others: Breen 10-J HB 10-J; 11-J, HB 11-J = Hilt 
LIL, 12I¢. 

Farouk:229, AK, N:741. or. Green, Weih_, Lilly, S.I.. Looks like this is 
Breen 10-J. Difficult to read! 

BMM A.Carter 10/55:188 “[...]Small eagle. 15 stars. Die break on reverse 
from I to eagle. Practically uncirculated with mint luster.” —:189 ‘Sixteen 
stars[...]’—:190 “1797 over 95. Heraldic eagle. 15 stars. Uncirculated with 
mint luster; only slightest touch of cabinet friction.” 

See Catalogues below: S Smith 5/55:1660. 15 Star. ‘Dent.’ 


16 stars, small eagle [1,390?] Breen 12-K HB 10-K, 12-?. 


S to N:740 EF. Hagle:588 AU (4 Landmark colls.) B&M 3/29-31/ 1989. 
Mint, S.I. 8.739 grs. Green, Weih_, Lilly, S.I. 8.735g. . 


JCM#311, 10/18/33:200 “1797 Sixteen stars, small eagle. Extremely fine. A 
great rarity. //ustrated.” $1,000.00. 
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Ill. is 16 stars, 11 left, 5 right. Breen 12-K. 


Variety with right berry inside branch, seen above, was originally known only 
in a defaced copper striking (Woodside, Brand, NN 41, Rothert:1266, PTA), 
Robert Hilt discovered the unique (?) gold impression in 1972. 


1797 


HALF EAGLE. Regular dies trial piece. (Small eagle; stars 11x5) > 
24. Copper—R.E. Unique. Defaced. [verde 7 \ 


FAGILF_. Reoular diec trial niera 


Walter Breen’s annotated Judd 3rd ed.’’Woodside 7.” The arrow to the right is 
a continuation from 1795: Dr. Conway Bold coll.. VIMP see Bib. below for 
illustration & detailed description in WB’s copy Breen 2 6/75:332. 

NB: WBV#15p.4 $5’s fm Clapp/E inventory 97 Cl 15 Mougey $265; C2 16 
Low 6/06 $135; C3 7/5 Earle $300. 

See Ltr °64: WB to LE above for questions to LE’s holdings and varieties. 
PTA “Breen IT” 6/25-26/75 copper die trial $5K. 

Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 
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1798 


1798 
Mintage reported as 24,967. An uncertain quantity of these were 
precundhty coins of other dates-—-1797/95 and THSEE 1795, these being 


PZG 
among the 5226 “emergency” coins of Dec. 5, 1798--struck from any dies 
which might holdtogether even briefly in the hasty days following the 
Mints reopening safter the yellow fever epidemic. 


Delivermies: 

Warrant Date Half Eagles 
100 Jan. 4 691 
110 Feb. 28 1856 
112 Apr. 4 3671 
115 May 2 3358 
117 May 5 3418 
121 June 23 5731 
123 June 2450 2050 
15 July 24 678 
127 Aug. 15 208 
Mint closed Aug. 20-——lNov. 1 
128 Dec. 5 3226 


Establishing a rational ehission sequence for Z2 1796 has been 
somewhat problematical, and complicated by the presence of the anomalous 
piece with small eagle reverse. Does this coin belong to the “emergency” 
series, or was it made early in the year? I have examined four of the 
six extant specimens of this variety and the dies are neither cracked 
Se ee Oe ORR Ce te Gn comhy PURE, Be As 

punches are the same on the cents and half eagles, something 
may be learned by comparing the two series. Half eaglem dies through 
1797 have the so-called Style I lettering with straight tailed R, as 
en ee Veet COvenee SP aad Tee See Eine Peyaueee 
ot S190. sri eaDenghd Coviittts tal seveiatin (alti ete tile te 
Magle &1e) have Style IT lettering vith ously titted R. Gass Sbvestte 
have the so-called large date (large 8) date punches; three have the 
so-called small date (small 8) punches as on the cents. Clapp estab- 
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Only 7 known Small Eagle: A major American rarity! 


27 

lished that the set of punches constituting the "small" date was put 
into use later than the other. XThe five 1798/obverses with Style I 
lettering have lerge dates, as do the overdates and a few others. All 
the latest obverses of the year have the small date. One may conclude 
therefore that the earliest made half-eagle obverses also have the 
large date, the later ones the small. Purther: in the cent obverses 
there is a continuous trend from closer to wider spacing of the dates. 
Since half-eagle and cent obverse dies were made concurrently (the 
deliveries of coins were likewise concurrent), it is reasonable to 
assume & similar trend in dates fon half-eagle obverfles. This would 
place the die with closest date nearest the beginning of the series. 
As it happens, thé cent obverse with closest spaced date is accepted 
as the first of the steries, having Style I lettering and large 8; 
and the obverse here called 1 of the half-eagles has closest date and 
large 8. Gratuitous confirmation is found in the fact that thmis ob- 
verse also comes muled with the left-over 1795 reverse with small eagle. 

Another problem gof emission sequence is posed by the several 
reverses with “abnormal” arrangement of stars. Tort? 9exantr$79Sxunreratx 


I se css wy es 6 wt ae aliedies 
reverse die unless specifically noted otherise, consists of curved 
parallel rows of stars: a row of 6 next to clouds, a row of 5, and 
one B2#E beak, and one behind head; 6-5-1-1 for short. The "abnormal" 
arrangement has the stars not in parallel curved rows, but in inter- 
secaniting ittamstraight rows forming diamond-shaped patterns. This is 
@ peculiarity of dies in many denominations through mimark 1799 and 
may reflect the handiwork of a single apprentice or assistant engréver. 
We have to decide whether or not the half-eagle dies showing this p 
feature were or were not made at about the same time. In general the 
principle is accepted in numismatics that two dies mkmrtmgclosely re- 
senBling each other and sharing a peculiarity lacking in others of their 
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type were probably made at about the same time. The “agbnormal 
arrangement of stars is a peculiarity of this sort,. It is found 
on the following dies: MAXEY Dimes—1798 KB (rev. of 1798/97 13 stars), 
1798 HC (rev. of 1798 normal date small 8); 1804 14 stars (probably a 
leftover from 1798, as it has the small A's which were otherwise foind 
only through the beginning of 1800). Dollars—-revs. of Bmkexx 1798 
Bolender 4, 5, 6 (early productions ammmxt with knobbed 9's), 14, amt 
24, 26, 29, 31. &uaxrkerxitugteex (The last three are among the latest 
dies of the year, and the B-24 reverse reappears =f as 1799 B-15.) 
Quarter Eagles: 1804 14 stars, this being the identical reverse found 
on the dimes as mentioned above. Eagles: 1797 Adams 2 and 3, probably 
struck in 1798. The clue to the half-eagles, then, is in the 24ollars: 
both on earlier and very late dies of the year 1798 one finds the 
"abnormal" star agk arrangement; so too, presumtRably, on the half- 
eagles. As Adams 6 of the large date half-eagles has an "abnormal" 
reverse resembling that of Adams 5 pf the small dates far more than 
it does that of Adams 1 of the large dates, this enables us to complete 
kthe mgxrsequences in a fairly convineing order, which —— 

Type I, XMEREXKEEIEX Small Eagle. 

B. 1-A. Large close date. Rev. Small eagle as in 1795. A-8; 
C-1; N-18. 

Obvarmm 1. So-called large date, the 8 wide and@ larger than the 
9; numerals very closely spaced, 179 almost touching at tops. Inner 
cirele guide line below date, the & punched over it; this is often 
erroneously identified as a die crack. 

Rev. A. Same as reverse G of 1795; small naturalistic eagle. 

R-7. Exactly six are traced. (1) The finest one seems to be 
Baldenhofer 1203 at $6000 (1955), ex King Farouk, ex Col. Green. The 
Green half eagles were sold to Stack's ca. 1943 as a group. This par 
faGlA2* coin came from Waldo Wewfomer, who paid $5250 for it at the _ 
fen Eyck sale in 1922. It is Extremely Pine. Four others are in the Sa 


> ~ - * s+ a 


Page 63 of 222 


i —_ Te ep — —— Vo ~z 
A £29 
Very Fine mr class. (2) Eliasberg, ex John H. Clapp, ex B. Max Mehl, 
1924. (3) Smithsonian Institution, on loan from the Mint Collection, 
sg Parmelee 758, via George Woodside. Yxtmxmayxhextke Reverse on thifix 
one is scratched. (4) mAtwater 1612 at $3100 (1946), ex Col. James 
W. MElisworth, ex Farle X2339 at #$3000, ex John Butler, a Burlingtomtn, 
N.J,, druggist, ca. 1900, via his son after the elder Butler's death. 
This has scratches between RI on reverse. Pictured in Adams and in 
the Standard Catalogue. (5) Estate of James A. Stack, ex Col. Flangagan 
sale, 1944, at $5000, ex Raymond IL. Caldwell; pictured in the 1935 
Numismatist, p.212. (6) The former C.T.Weihman specimen, ex Davis- 
Graves1418 at a reported $7000; probably was the Rev. Foster Ely speci- 
men, lot 17 in the auction of his collection, Nov. 17, 1886. Nearly VF, 
several bad referse digs and scragztches. Wo whisper of a rumor of ga 
seventh specimen has come to my attention. That even six are known 
will come as a surprise to some cataloguers. Believed to have been 
included in the 691 of Jan. 4, 1798, but if these were int’tead the 
ie issue" prepared late int 1797, then the Small Eagle coings 
were included inthe 1856 struck on Feb. 28, 1798. 

Type II. Large heraldic eagle. Lerge takmmx close date. 


- 1-B. Large close date, heraldic eagle, 4 berries, abnormaz] 

arrangement of stars. A-1; C-—4; N-22. 

Obv. 1. C,osest date of the year, large 8. 

Rev. B. Heraldic eagle, 13 stars as on all to follow except Rev. 
C, in "abnormal" arrangmement, these stars closely spaced and away from 
clouds. Only 4 berries. Claw broken, one fragment touching A at r. tip; 
lowes? leaf right a mere “ghost" outline}.Develops a crack through two 
lower stars behind eagleb head, and another through stem to border. 

R-3, possibly R-2. This is one of the most often seen of eighteenth 
century half eagles. Cf. Dunham 2070; Atwater 1613; Melish 1844, 1848-9; 
Judd 46 (gem Unc.); Neumoyer 2474. lot 838, New Netherlands 50th sale. 


B 1-A: 1-1795 E. 
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50 
f = Type Itt. Pourteen reverse thins. 
B. 2-C. Large wide date, heraldic eagle, fourteen rev. stars. 
\ 
-A-3; C63 N-¥324. Se ' 


> Obv. 2. Large wide date, the large 3 touching bust; stare at 
“left spaced apart, the first four forming one group well aeparated from 
the 5* through 8*. Differs fron obverse3 in that L is close to cap \ 
(in obv. 3, & 1s quite digtant from cap), amt kx 3 touches bust (1+ \ 
is free in obv. 3), and the stars at left are woll spaced whereag on » 
obv. 3 they are very close together, 2% stor Tre full. 
Rev. GC. Fourteen stars, arranged normally, 6~6--1-1; two stars 
below and left of beak, which is distinctive with normal arrangement. 
Later, cracked through B of AMERICA to eagle, and agein vertically 
through eagle and shield up to M in UNUM; still later, this die is 


Woodin menttoned a rim break over A; not seen. 
entirely shattered./ Occastonelly FIERBL eRe share will be weak, but 


under a glass the preeence of fourteen stars can be verified. 
R-6. Pare ani a type coin, in demand for the blunderei die. 

It was fkeiven a considerable description in Mtani-?.U.". 4159, for 

the benefit of mint error collectors. Bell IT 572, VF, was offered 
with the peculiar comaent “finest he could locate!", which is all the 

more strange since three finer ones were Melish 1845-47. Melish 1847, 
"ex WGC 323, zis apparently finest: a hairf's breadth short of Unc., 
-4t wee reappeared in NT 456" sale, lot 357. Another was in NN 50" gale, 
Jot 839,and an EF 4n Numtema, March 7956, #3865. I examined every 
4798 half eakle offered over a perio? of about eight years in the 

principal eastern auctions and conventiog bevrses, in search of this 

and sim « couple of other varicties, and founé no others. The coin 

is cek tainly WHE R-€ and likely to remain at ‘thet level. 


Type IV. large wide date, 135 rev. stars. . 
B. 2-D. large wide date, stazrs at lemit spread apart, L close 
to cap; 13 rev. stars. Breaks ES OF. A-45C-5; N-25. 


. 


NB107:127 AR RE Ency 6428=B2D! Gary Pavictti [sic?] 
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; Dov. 2. As preceding. er need 
. Rev. D. Normally arranged stars, 15 in mumber, the second row 
as in 1798 silver collar Bolender 9. 
~ somewhat irreguier and 7" and 6° éskstars too clese to upper row,/ Leaf 
~ends under tail cf R, rather mthen under I. 5 very small berries. U 
* too low, very close to HK. ST-T too low. iE ‘moet always with lumpy 
"rim breaks touching & in STATES and 0 in OF. Later, similar though | 
‘smaller breaks at AT erd TE zm @ of UNITED; obverse row showe crack i 
through RYY. 
R=5. Recoguizadvle across the room, as Dr. Sheldon would syay, 
‘by the die vreaks. There axe quite a few in or near wiut state: WGC | 
* 324, Geiss 1653/ perhaps being the finest of these. Cf. Melish 1843, \ 
Gaylord 231, Holmes 3399, Bell II 571, Miani-F.U.R. %549 and 4158, | 
“ete/, ete. 


B. 35-E. Large wide date, stars at left squeezed together; L 
‘@way from cap, xev. stare in abnormal arrangement and spread apart. 
A-6; KEX not in C3; N-27. 
' bv. 3. Very similar to obv. 2. Large wide date, the latge 8 
“lk, ewer ne kdrapery. Stare at leit squeezed togetier, 4th 
and 5th nearly touching, whereas on obv. 2 they were zmexrx unusualiy 
distant. 1 well away from cap. hal Pre a See bbdbe ¥ ahd eae sy ee 
Rev. E. Abrnormelly arranged stars, widely iieniday ies array a? 
symmetrical: one above eagle's head separating two triangular grouvs 
of six. 
: E-7. This one ie @ definite sleeper. Aside from the Adana 
plate coin, and Gaylord 262, I have not seen another in many yearsa, 
“nor ere other auction records awailabie. 


Type V. Small dates. 


B. 4-¥. ‘Small date, 8 embed@ed in drapery, normally arranged 
“stars. A-2; Co3; W--23. 
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Al et ce ee de ht tr th a 





Obv. 4. Bmax Small date, Bk. txkux serif of 1 partly in 
cubl, top of 8 embedded in drapery; stars at left all werg squeezed 
together, 7@ and 3" apparently touching; 13“ and 14" at right also 
touching, on heavier impressions. Later, shows die orack rfrom rim 
through B and profile to 15th star. 

Rev. PF. Similer to reverse D. Stars normally arranged, 7” and 

8" too close te upper row. Since the other two wet varieties with 
small diate have abnornua!? 2rransement of stars on reverse, this is 
~@iagnostic. Mffers from reverse ) in the following @etails: U WT 
widely spaced; T-8S above aijacent A-¥; leaf almost touching both 
Ran@it. later, with die crack left of 0. 

2-3, possibly R-4. Less oftenes encountered than the two common 
Large “ste coins, bt still one of the more frequently geen 1798's. 

‘Melish 1840 (ex Burton, Rydpr), 1843, 1850; G.H.Hall 1871; WGC 324; 
Bell II 570, ete. | 


B. 5-G. Small wide date, evenly spaced: first star extremely 
- far from curl-<twice its own diameter or more; claw thin, short and 
» distant from A, top two leaves very thin. A-73 not in C; N-29. 
Obv. 5. Small &, barely free of bust; stars at left squeezed 
* still more tightly together, first being more distant frow curl than 
on any other haif eagle die, about twice its own diameter, and ail 
stare apperently touching , left and right, by at least one prong. 
fhe “Cicero” coin shows a crack from Bim through cap and another 
from rim through first star into hair. 

Rey. G. Abnormally arrange? stars, all squeezed close together 
and those at right distant from ciouds, wing and motto ribbon. The 
pattern is roughly similar to that in reverse B, but Rev. G ts im 

~mediately identifiable by the branch and claw. Top two leaves are 

‘very narrow, and shorter than usual; claw is exteptionally thin, 
short, aud distant from A. The "“Cicero® coin shows shattered re- 
verse, the strongest crack being from rim r. of lest * in STATES 
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33 
iiicas shout eidiains cunt. aie © show from rim throgugh left 
serif 6f M to ribbon, from rim through r. side of 0 to cloud, etc. This 
qvick breakup of tke both dies @oubtiess accounts for the coin's rarity. 


F-7. The Adama Plate coin, then owned by Newcomer and presumably 
later by Col. Green, has slipped out of sight. Besides this one, I 
know only “Cicero” 100, VF at 8210 to George Gozan. Wo other auction 
catalogues known to me have illustrated or described a coin from th ese 
dies. 

B. 6-H. Date spaced i 7 98; abnormal star agrrangement, five 
stars in a straight row pointing to firet T in STATES. A-5; C-2; 
N-26. 

Obv. 6. Small date. snacec 1 7 98, the & distant from bust. 
This feature is immediately diagnostic. bete=noroock theeesh—titreet—and, 

Rev. Abnormal arrangenont of stars. more widely space? than 
‘on most other dies except Rev. £3; distinctive in that five stars are 
‘in e etraight line pointing to first T in “TANTES. A touches beth 
' Claw and border. Thnisa reverse reappears as 1799 A. 

R-5. Of. WGC 325, Melish 1341, Gaylordw 280, etc. I doubt 
that it will ovite reach the R-6 ievel, but it is definitely rare. 





a eadye daw fin Tend (mck col; Wrench. vlog deepen © beder 
Cd Shor; stil ley, HL, weet B haie, Pit rah 477% IP sro. 


ane Sa = gang itr Wr breaks. 
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7 known Small Eaglerev..  — = 

The above ms is updated/corrected. as of « ca. “1985 Ans 4 & 5, nbs, other 
notes) to the following, = “ Ws fle 

1) Baldenhofer: Is now #3. James Ten Eyck, ‘Waldo Newnes Col. E H R. 
Green, King a P. H. Wittlin, W: G. Paldeci ae, believed , osiah Lilly, 
S.1. EF. | 

2) Eliasberg: Is now #4: : Mehl (1924), J. shh Clapp, Bliasbere 330, $77 000. 00, 
private collector. VF. 4 

3) S.1:Isnow #2. 
4) Atwater: Is now #5: Butler & son, Gi H. Earle Cof. J Ww. Elsworth, wW. 
Raymond, W.C. Atwater, private collector. Hy) Seed 

5) J.A. Stack: Isnow #6. — — 
6) Ex C.T. Weihman: Is now 47: Ely, R. 4 Davis, HP. Graves —Ltifol. 
Green, Ship Weihman, Lilly, Sch. 4 

7) No whisper: Is now #1: Joseph J. Mickley (before 1867), William S. 
Appleton, W. E. Woodward, Jan. 18, 1883, T.H. Garrett, J.W. Garrett, JHU, 
Garrett: 437, atl, 000. 00, Auction, °83: 367, S71, 5. 00, EF. Rim n dent above 


me 8 | 


circulated - (March L895). Iti is illustrated above as B I-A. 


ane ammey 


et = 


a a 


— 


ao, ~~ — aaeaannarat 


ee” - 


} — 





Page 69 of 222 


<<<<<<<<<<<finish this it is NB:WBV#17 p56.>>>>>>>>>> 


si THE SILVER MINI. 
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The Silver Mint, Inc. , 200]. U. Willets Road, Albertson, N.Y. (516) 2 


Clapp to Earle inventory. 
Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 
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CAPPED BUST RIGHT, HERALDIC EAGLE 
1795-1807 


See text above concerning this reverse type. 

The following is paraphrased from many sources of text, ms’s, notes & some 
is a repetition & corrections of the above and below ms. Please forgive the 
repetitions. The entire study of all denominations of U.S. gold coins contain 
the same. This study began in 1948 a few notes; serious study began in 1950, 
terminating in 1992. 

A most mysterious denomination. All we have is educated guesses, based on 
what can be deduced from scanty National Archives records & from the coins 
themselves. The Heraldic reverse appears on half-eagles dated 1795, which 
could never have been issued in that year; it appears on coins dated 1797, 
probably released in Dec. 1798 or Dec. 1799, following one of the then 
annual yellow fever epidemics. Quantities made of these anomalous 
emergency coinages are unknown but evidently very small. Nor do we know 
Scot’s immediate prototype for the obverse, nor whether the heraldic reverses 
were made in summer 1796 or 1797, let alone when they first went into use. 
Scot’s heraldic eagle design is an inaccurate adaptation of the Great Seal of 
the United Staes (1792), with the blunder (or ill-timed militaristic bravado, 
which was a blunder of another kind) of placing the warlike arrows in the 
eagle’s dexter claw (observer’s left), the more honorable position, while 
relegating the olive branch of peace to his sinister claw. This design first 
appeared in 1796, on quarter-eagles, probably in connection with Tennessee’s 
admission to the Union of States as 16th state: Its earliest coin versions all 
show 16 stars above the eagle, including the anachronistic half eagles dated 
L795, 
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1795 





Small eagle. 





Ill. is large eagle reverse. Breen 7-X, A-13, C-7. Large stars. 


We find 3 obv’s. earlier seen on Small Eagle coins, dies 5, 6 & 7. Die 
combinations 5-E, 6-E, 6-F, 6-G & 7-H, in that order. Herein labeled 5-W, 6- 
W, & 7-X; but 6-W preceded 5-W, as the reverse die comes unbroken with 
obv. 6, heavily broken with obv. 5. Obverses 5 & 7, when combined with 
Heraldic reverses, are always rusted. In addition, 7-X evidently followed the 
1797-dated coins with the same Heraldic rev. as rev. X is unbroken with the 
1797, but cracked of heavily broken with 1795 obv. 7. The circumstance of 
obvious rust on these dies suggests careless storage for months or years. 
Ordinarily, when dies had to be stockpiled, they were picked up in tongs & 
dipped in a container of hot (liquid) fat, as a sealant against moisture, to 
prevent rusting. If & why this was carried out is unknown. Gold issues were a 
matter of pride & care in the mint. Why were the half-eagle dies not protected 
better?. Why were they returned to use in limited press runs in such ill 
preservation? 
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Ill. is B. 5-W. Small stars, compare with above rev. X. 
Shield has 16 stripes, see 5 line & 3 line below. 


Remember: 1795 with Small Eagle reverse: reused obv. 6-F D repunched, & 
5-E 5 repunched on this reverse type. 


Annot’s. by Breen: Breen 5-W = HB 5-W. (Lg. stars). 

7-X: SW:HK 3/30/53:1641A to N:738 Unc.. (Small stars) all following 
below. 

HB 7-X Which? Bell 1:310, “Alfred Walters” Rapaport/BMM 
6/12/1951:2142 [Maj. Walters, yes] Unc, sPL, rim dent (?) upper left rev. 
edge. 

Auc °87:1420. 

8.629 grs. Col. Green, Weihman, Lilly, S.I.. 

8.735 grs. Mint, S.I.. 

NB: WBV#15p.4: Clapp to Earl inventory see 1798 lower page. 

BMM A.Carter 10/55:187 ‘...Practically uncirculated...’ 
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1797 





Ill. is Overdate. 15 star obverse. Heraldic eagle. Breen 14-Z, A-5, C-3. 
Obverse 14: only one coin seen by Breen. 

Reverse Z should read: Final A runs into tail. 

7 OVER 5 

Breen 13-Y. HB 13-Y. 

I) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) Mint, S.I.. 8.719 grs. 

6) Green, Weihman, Lilly, S.I.. 8.742 grs.. 

Adams 13-Z proved to be drastically rusted die of 13-Y. 

JCM#311, 10/18/33:199 “1797 Over 95 large heraldic eagle. Extremely fine. 
A great rarity. [/lustrated. $750.00. 

16 STARS 

B. 12-X. 

8.739 grs.. Struck before 1795 small rev. stars, 4 berries. 

Woodin, Newcomer, Col. Green, Bell II], Farouk, W.G. Baldenhofer, Lilly, 
S.I.. 

NB:WBV#15p.4: For Clapp to Earl inventory see 1798 lower page. 


Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 


Page 75 of 222 


1798 





Die break BERTY to star 13. 


Small 8. Breen 4-F, A-2, C-3. 





Small 8. Breen 6-H, A-5., C-2. 


SMALL 8 

“Small dates’. Reverses include Arc star arrangement & Cross. 

Cross B.6-H, 5-G: Kenderick, Holden to N:743 VF+, 9/16/1909. 

5-G [K,H,N above] is Ex-rare; has first star much farther from curl, rev. stars 
squeezed together, claw & 2 top leaves smaller, thinner (lapped die). 

B. 4-F Arc arrangement. 

Obv. 2, rev. F see Bibliography (1798 Norweb) below for added information. 
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Ill. is Large 8. 13 star, 4 berries reverse. Breen 1-B, A-1, C-4. Later with 
badly cracked obv. die. Breen 1-B detailed described: “[...]later die state than 
known when the monograph[...]” See Bib. WB’s copy G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 
9/1974:1893. 
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Ill. is Large 8; 13 star, 5 berries reverse. Breen 2-D, A-4, C-5. B. 2-D, HB 2- 
D. Usually with 2 lumpy breaks at ES O; later states have rust pits and other 
breaks at TE(D) & AT. These may have been part of the Dec. 5 emergency 
delivery. Hastetler, N:744, AU+. 

KS 4/3-4/59:2648 “Unusual die break from lips to last star. Very Fine.” WB 
in pencil: “SD”. 


LARGE 8 13 STARS ON REVERSE. 


B. 2-D. 

NB:107:127 1798 $5 AR RE Ency 6428=B 2D! Gary Parietti. 

PCA III 2/14/77:273 $775.00. “[...] Very Fine-20. Loop removed above cap 
and edge shows “new file marks.”’[...]showing faint die break in front of O in 
OF thru to wing of eagle[...] Plate. —:274 $325.00. [...]Very Good-10. 


[...]jewelry item]... ]. 


LARGE 8 14 STARS 





14 star reverse. B. 2-C. a.k.a. “Blundered die”. 

This presents a problem. Why not 13, 15, or 16?, Mint began operations in 
1792, there were the original 13 states plus Vermont & Kentucky (Can-tuck- 
key). In June 1796 state 16, Tennessee. Due to limited space between eagle 
and clouds sometime in 1797, MD Boudinot ordered that henceforth Scot’s 
dies should bear only 13 stars. Exceptions to this order thereafter result from 
error of emergency reuse of obsolete dies. See also 1832 half-eagle obv. with 
12 stars. See also our Numisma 1817 cent obv. with 15 stars. 

On late impressions with shattered die, 11th star (next to right in 2nd row) is 
weak. HB 2-C. 
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Spink 8/25/1966, N:742, Unc.; Byron Johnson:1926, struck through thread: 
Circular at NI. 


Auc °87:1421, EF. 
279992929292 299 


NN 47:1432 ‘[...]Large date; fourteen stars on reverse Adams 3; shattered 
rev. Strictly Ex. Fine[...]Lacking in[...]Cleneay (1890), Winsor (1895), 
Smith (1906), Wilson (1907), Jewett (1909), Earle (1912), Gregory (1916), 
Jackman (1918), Jenks (1921), Ten Eyck (1922), among others. Plate. 
$100.00. See Bib. below. 

See Catalogues below: S Smith 5/55:1661 LE, 13*, Lg. 8. 

WB: B. 2-C “Missmade”’. 





Breen 5-G. 


13 five line vertical stripes. 

B. 1-B: In shield six pales gules (vert.) each shaded with 5 lines; 7 
henceforth. 

B. 2-C has 13 three-line stripes. Large date. Rev. with 3 lines continues 
through 1807. 


Annot’s by Breen: 3-E (wide date, 4 berries, cross arrangement) do not 
confuse with B.1-B or B.6-H. Hogle:589 VF+. 
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1799 


1799 eaed 


Mintage reported as 7451; deliveries am quoted below. To these 
must be added an unknown quantity struck in 1800 from 1799 dies. The 


nine varieties sf dated 1799 appear,in the aggregate, too frequently 


to make plausible the hypothesis that only these 7451 wexuxtakedt bore 
that date. 


Warrangt Date Half Eagles 


132 Feb. 28 639 
142 — 7 5814 
143 ge Om. 238 
= age —_ ° $. 20-tor, ‘ for yellow fever epidemic 


One might even argue that the Dec. 18 delivery mam consisted 
of coins of various dates, cobbled together from any dies that woulgd 
stand up for even a few dozen impressions, like the emergency coinages 
of December 1798, earlier described. 

Though there are too many 1799's around tm mak for a mintage of 
7451--the date is, for instance, considerably less rare than 1795 or 
1798—this is not to characterize 1799 as one of the commoner dates of 
the EKEI¥ heraldic design. It is a good dealw rarer than 1798 or any 


later year of this design with the possible exception of 1804. Foxoh 
Iny ste. Samar pf & fat T. 
B. 1-A. Abnormal arrangement of rev. stars,, A-6; EK C-3; N-35. 


Obv. 1. Rather unevenly spaced date, 79 mx very close at tops. 
1 practically touches curl; 9 very close to bust; bases of LIB and 
tops of IB exceptionally closely spaced; second through fifth stars 
to close, the others spaced farther apart, those at right close as 
usual; spur from 9“ star to base of Y, and another between two upper 
points of 10th star. 

Rev. A. Dkexef This is 1798 reverse H, immediately identifiable 
by arrangement of stars: abnormal, with five in a straight line pointing 
at first T —— - i. This die is also distinctive kin having a long 
curving stem.) Later, clash marks at left of shield and arrows; crack 
from rim between S 0 to cloud, later through two adjacent stars to beak. 
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p2s 
Borderline R-5. This is onke of the more easily spotted of the 
1799 varieties, and it may be higher in the R-5 level than presently 
believed; formerly called R-4. An eapecially choice specimen was Bell 
II 573. 


B. 2-B. KEXSXEXT¥ Abnormal arrangement of rev. stars, 4 in a 
row pointing to A of STATES. A-1; C-1; N-30. 

Obv. 2. First star farther from kcurl than in any other die é6f 
the period, save only for 1798 K¥X obv. 5, which this somewhat resem- 
bles. The star is nearly twice its diameter away from nearest point 
of curl. 7 somewhat hgh, above mbase arc line of 1-99; BE less apart 
than other letter s in LIBERTY. Later, various die defects show at 
ERTY and stars at WhaneeTEGaR Rte Robetbe Leni part of 11° star and 
right of E¥XHZHAE lower part of 6" star; later stilj, a crack shows 
through bases of ERTY and stars at right. 

Rev. B. Somewhat similar to preceding; abnormal arrangement 
of stars, wbut with four in a straight line pointing to A of STATES. 
fhe die closely resembles rev. E of 1798, and I am not conBincea that 
it is not a reappearance of that reverse. First S low; three leaves 
"ghost" or outlined; stem rather long and thin but less long and less 
curved than in rev. A; claw thin, just barely touches tawar right tip 
of A; leaf points about to center of I and is away from it; ollly four 
berries in wreath. Later, clash marks show from obvesse die (Melish 
1855, etc.), rust pits above leaveé under R. 

R-5. Often comes very weakly struck in centers, e.g. WGC 326, 
Melish 1854, etc. This may be R-6. 


B. 2-C. Rev. First two stars too close, 7th and 12” or beak star 
squeezed together; bisecting obv. crack tkxrigm r of date. A~9; C~2; N-38. 


Obv. 2. Cracked as on the last 2-Bx's; CsaeEfren-bese-cftninte 


Seay vertical crack from rim r. of date through drapery, face and 


~ 


forelock; numerous cracks in head; — rust pits. — “ 


6-3 
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Rev. C. U too low and unusually distant from N. Top of N touches 
border, similarly to reverse E. ED close together and above base of T, 
RICA ears, final A too high ant tilte oa 40 slants? Fivet tee otare 
quite close together, second through 6" spaced apart, 7th nearly touches 
12, and latter iw extremely close to point of beak. Crack from shield 
to M mw in UNUM and wing. 

R-8. I have heard of only one specimen: Eliasberg, ex Clapp. 
This was the discovery specimen, described--very incompletely--but not 


pictured by Adams. 


B. 5-D. Last 9 large, double-cut; 8th star very far from cap; 
small stars, TES very wide, first S and Z F close to wings. A-8; C-4; N-37. 

Obv. 3. Second 9 larger than first, widey, apparently from a dif- 
ferent punch, and showing doubling at right; sometimes erroneously called 
an overdate. First star unusually close to curl, less than its own 
diameter away; 8” star farther from cap than in any other die, nearly 
twice its own diameter away. Perfect die only. 

Rev. D. STATES very widely spaced except for bases of TA, TES 
especially far apart; first S and F unusually close to wings. This die 
and the similar reverse E are the only Small Stars dies with obverse 3; 
the spacing of STATES is distinctive for all three dies with this ob- 
verse. A touches 3rd feather, but te well above 4", Leaxf fvery close 
to left serif of I, wPk¥SSiexes ert ting and upright. 


MRLAARSBRBABDABRARRRALAARSODBROAPVABRRE LARPRLASRE ABA. SE ABARABAR ES. 











FET PFE DOES I PPOELTEDE 1 POOR LPO SET DOELTFEV 1 DELTT® 


R-7. The Clapp piece, mm remaining in the irinstere collection 


my AB) 





and pictured in Adams, is the only one I have recently seen, though my 
notes indicate that I have at some timem seen ons or more otners ‘which 
have dropped out of sight, Possibly R-8. 


B. 3-E. Last 9 large, double-cut; 8” star very far seal cttp} 
small stars, TAZ TATE very side, first © and F away from wings. 


Breen 3-F WB’s copy G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 9/1974:1894 1799 in Bib. below. 
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p37 
A-33 C-5; N-32. 

Obv. 3. The double-cut 9. Always with light crack through B; 
sometimes also with mcracks from curl to border left of 1, from forelock 
to R, and a netwérk of fine shattered cracks in head. Some of these 
coins must have been struck after variety 3-F, which follows, but at 
least the first ones were evidently struck before. 

Rev. E. Similar to D. Small stars, STATES widely spaced but with 
first 5 more than its own diameter away from wing, I F nearly its own 
diameter away from wing, T A T E widely spaced with ST and FS closer. 
Imperfectm or "incomplete" stare, at least one point too short (broken 
or chipped weeny off punch) on most of them. /A joined both to stem 
and claw. TaN Pa touches both 3rd and 4" feathers. Leaf points to left 
tip of I, and is close. Later, cracked up: from U through arrows to 
shield, 9% star, 4" star, cloud, final S and border; from rim through 
left leg of A in STATES to cloud; through bases of MER and weaxrtyx middle 

parts of ICA. 

R-4. This is one of the commonest varieties of the year, ga num- 
ber of choice unciroulated specimens being available. Eliasberg, ex 
Clapp; Gaylord 283; Miami-F.U.N. (1963) 4160; mkex Stack-Straugs 2396; 


and quite a few others. 


BEEX B. 5-F. Double-cut 9; large rev. stars, twice as large as 
on any earlier dies. A-2; C-8; N-31. 

Obv. 3. Always with the fmtetk crack kfrom rim throgugh B to cap. 
Struck bef after the earliest 3-E's and before later ones. 

Rev. F. Very large stars, as on reverses G and H to follow. A 
quick check: small stars dies have the stars narrower than base of either 
f in STATES, lérge stars dies have stars much wider than base of 7. Rev. 
F difsfers from other large stars dies in the following particulars: 
STATES widely spaced, the T E farthest apart; first S far from wing, 

F very close to wing. End of stem touches end of right foot of final 


Page 84 of 222 


(33 

A, not extending beyond it. Leaf touches tail of R. Hold coin so that 
C is upright, and berry mis vight of center of that letter, rather than 
under A as in normal placegent of legend. Later, clash marks show among 
stars. 

R-5, possibly R-6. Cf. Melish I§¥ 1852-53; another is in the 
Eliasterg collection; and I have seen a number of others. A type coin, 
like the two to follow. 


B. 4-G, Closest date of the years; large rev. stars, 11 far out 
of line with 6% and 13%, Xm A-7; §-95 N-36. 

Obv. 4. Date very closely spaced, more so than on any other die. 
8" star closetr to cap than on any other die. 9" star touches cap, 
next two practically touch each other. 

Rev. G. Large stars. Unlike revs. F and H, 6%,11% and 13% 
stars are not even nearly in a straight line, the 11" being too close 
to the 10%; with large stars, this is diagnostic. Stem short, but it 
does exten@ a little beyond r. foot of A; A touches atem and claw, as 
in reverse ¥. KXI ‘pparently the die shattered very early in its life; 
cracks show from arrows to shield, from 13“ to 11% and 6% stars, from 
11® branching to 5" star and 0, from beak through 8” yto fte A of 
STATES, from 13" branching sto 9“ star, from ribbon to wing and bittween 
AM to rim, and many other skag branching fine craoks. Some ef the 

-~Newcomer- 
cracks can be made out on the Guttag Bice e-Atene Plate coins; all show 
on the piece in NN's 5iet sale, from which I describe then. 

R-7, I have seen only one in recent years: lot 976, NW 51%st 
sale, where miscalled "R-4". This is apparently not the same as the 
Guttag-Adams Plate coin, which has dropped out of sight. 


B. 4-H. Closest date; cracked from 7 to Lj large stars, 6", 
11@ and 13% miomek in line. A-4; 0-6; N-33. 

Obv. 4. Closest date. Now wkkk always with some stage of crack 
extending from rim through base and left serif of 7 up through curls to 
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toe of L. 

Rev. H. Large stars, similar to revs. F and G, 6%, 11% and 
13" stars are in a straight line, and evenly spaced, whereas in rev. 
G the 11% star if out of line, and in rev. F the 11% star is much 
Close? to 13% than to 6" star. AME below RICA. A touches claw but 
not stem; stem extends beyond end of A, Leaf close to left tip of I. 
Rutkxpeinkexnfx Beak shuts down on 12th star, both $Riits touching, 
lower on a gxeugy star point, upper in crotch between two points. Adams 
says that first six stars touch clovds, but this is also true of rev. 
F, and details make the differences clearer: first, 5% and 6% touch at 
one point each, second almost touches at two points, third and fourth 
buried in clouds at one point each. In Rev. F, second and #fifth stars 
touch or practically touch at two points each, the others at one point 
each. 

R-6. Possibly R-7. Cf. Melish 1856; Gozan collection. - 


B, EMIX 4-I. Closest date, eracked from 7 to 1} small/etars, 8th 
and 9" too close to upper row, TES too high; crack left of IX 0. 
A-5; C-73 N-34. 

Obv. 4. Always with the crack described above, from rim through 
7 and device to toe of L. 

Rev. I. This is apparently reverse F of 1798, identified by 
the following criteria: small stars, 7th to 9* somewhat too close to 
upper row, TESXHIZH} T-S above adjacent A~E, U N I too wide, ieaf almost 
touches both Rand I. The break from rim to mmx cloud just left of 0 
is present, and heavier; the Stickney illustration shows what looks 
like a rim break at O from which the xem crack to cloud arises. 

R-8. I have not seen a specimen of this variety, and describe 
it from Stickney 636, the coin pictured in Adams. The Stickney piece 
dropped out of sight long ago; most probably it was in NaWESHEE the 
Col. Green collection, ex Newcomer, but it has not been traced since. 
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lis B2-C. | 
B. 2-C, 4-I. 2-C H.P. Smuth, Clapp, ETpsbrep: 339, AU; Mint S.I. (2). 





lll. is B 3-D. 





lll. is B. 3-E. 
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lll. is B. 2-F. 
AU, N:746, A.H. Baldwin 8/24/1955. 
Ill. is Recut 9 in date. Large stars. Five berries. Breen 3-F, A-2, C-8 





lll. is B. 4-H. 
Ill. is Large stars. Five berries. Breen 4-H, A-4, C-6. Clapp, Eliasberg:343. 


B. 4-G: rev. st + 4-I, Rev. 98-F. Annot. 517 source. 

Emergency issue [760] Dec. 28, 1799 probably includes backdated coins 
from cracked & rusted dies. 

Much rarer than its mintage figure suggests. 

NB: WBV#15p.4 For Clapp to Earle inventory see 1798 lower page. 


PCA III 2/14/77:275 $925.00. Choice Very Fine-30[...]Widely spaced date. 
Rev.[...]Faint die crack between last S in STATES and OF[...]. Plate. 
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Vin Pp Half Eagles and Their Die Varieties 
By EDGAR H. ADAMS 


A tou greta buy Lie Spl $8 
There he: nine vorieties of the 1799 PE att te i atten eee 2 


ae. (3 left star nearer curl. Reverse—Three 
| pect yaa : ; pa wey hen a Ad: Fa, stars to left of beak in straight line, 


| three to right in pyramid. Die crack 
f Ber Elipper = ‘hea en oe from border rete eS cloud to ate Polead 

hagteS 4 C. 

Yee” Must free from cap. Stars, eight and Cicpp- neh See 


c{ five, all free. Reverse—Heraldic 3-G 


+ Oks Geen 2 same as 4, 
without die crack. Reverse—Simi- 


feSim eagle. Thirteen stars. Three to left (C9 lar to 4, but different die. Three = inf 


, Aeke# ACY almost in straight line. Star touches 
‘Riv FA~ top of eagle's beak. First stor a edi J a 
| BROS las cloud and ote ea rami Some osc? aus 
C4 


wing. Long stem, cla ches lower 
Tienes of A. Leaf points +0 centre of |. 


Similar arrangement of stars over 





L _ Four berries in olive wreath. Clapp. = 2- K loft oe ee Fe jie amet } 
i us. 8 7 2—Obverse “double cut. Large 9. ik further from everse— Y™4 


_ Almost touches bust. Lower left stor j C2 Two stars below eagle's beak close 


"fest closer to hair Upper left star free - \ /-I together, similar to 5. Clapp. 
ee ‘and farther from cap. L free but * There are five varieties of 1800: 
| 25 xy Pneclose to cap. Stars al free. Reverse ee Wide date. | and 0 free 


Pty —Thirteen stors pe eagle'shead ~— bust. Lower left star free and far } 

; lo sor than on |. of star al-- = ¢zfrom curl. Lower right star does L': 
3 Y. most in eagle's ie louds touch not touch bust. a op? left star free 
i of both wings. Third, fourth and fifth  ° — and far from cap Imost touches 
r stars touch clouds. Claws touch cap. First star almost touches Y, all 
; lower foot of A. Leaf points to stars free. Reverse—Star above 
-4..tight of |. left wing free. Foot of _ UNUM [on ribbon) points between 

nd s A rests on fourth feather and- N and U but does not touch ribbon. UNbe 
F| ile jtouches third feather of right wing. _ E between clouds. Lower arrow ex- 

Aree - Five berries on olive branch. tends distinctly beyond N. - 

ae 2—Obverse—Like |. Reverse—Like’ I) 

sito sna wall ce ntred o above cloud. Clapp. but point of- star above’ UNUM NS 





rey C% touches ribbon. Bie breaks 
55 —Obverse, like ‘9. Slight die break hat 
cbkcasecs “through B. Reverse—Thirteen smal bse tale si 


“at es stars above eagle. One stdr rests on 





® ribbon, star touches eagle's bax ap Sergei fants Aer 


as spec. Clouds touch both win AN ea l, 


} tn junClaw rests on lower prong-of APE Reve Like 


Ay? 
ob ck Toes tng freed A tests. on fourth | nla “ert “te, point of ie over UNUM points < 


re eg and touches third, Jemtetes af right an of N. Smaller 
























» m TOKE uv ee Star closé fo back part of ak 
CT oe i, ring. Clapp. “ Fess =* ne? ‘* eagle's head. Clapp. l=, Sart 
ht] Ok porse, jocte more even. SRE yr I. Reverse Similar £73 
wi Vertica © 3, but be ht foot of ; 
' oc Ch grack thicugh 7 of date. teal le $10 3b -O Shout: central above 
; L Larger stars. Six upper stors touch cloud. Guttaa; i 
six clouds. Clapp. (tre ti ca 5—Obverse different 
5—Obverse—Same as 4. Die crack others. Point of star to 
through 7 of date. Reverse—Small-  — most touches bust. Reverse— 
7. er stars. Stars touch fourth and lor to 4, but from differen 
4-£ fifth clouds. Die crack through fifth Three stars to right of eagle's h 
cloud. Stickney 636. fe /79r AZ “Sng yt line. Guttag. FR 
anal A-9. chy) seen asta: eed wth ” as a bo, Bal Wh cool ba EY 


a 









First (top) page (209) is print. WB writing so small BV annotated into larger 
letters: Use green bars to align top page:209 to page immediately below; left 


page: 208: (photo) ditto. 
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Align 2 green bars above with below right plate. 
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1800 


Obv. 1, Rev. B. 





1800 





Mintage reported as 11,622. | must be added 26,006 minted 
in TE1001 from dies dated 1000./ Ko halsBedglee aktea 1801 xe mown 
to exist, though they have been eimkmmt repeatedly reported. Sxamin 
Investigations of such claims has invariably led only to examination 
of altered dates, produced by removing the 2 from genttuine 1802/1 
coins. Dickeson, in 1865, seems to have begun such reportmis by saying 
"Since my publication [1859 and 19860 editions of his American Numis- 
matic Manualj] I have seen two specimens, one of which is in the pos- 
session of Edward Wood, Esq." { have seen five or six so-called 1801 
coins, all of them made from 1802/1's. Deliveries: 





TERR, 

Warrant Date Half Eagles 
1535 March 5, 1800 430 
170 July 8 384 
175 Sept. WB 12 721 

176 Sept. 15 1284 
177 § « 16 77 
179 Oct. 14 350 
186 Dec. 5 400 
189 Dec. 23 146 
190 Dec. 30 235 
201 March 34 628, 
202 April 6 4 
203 April 9 200 
205 May 4 2296 
206 May 6 1082 
207 May 11 IzZR 113 
209 May 23 35300 
226 Dec. 11 3389 
227 Dec. 15 2123 
228 Dec. 17 333 
229 Dec. 21 32 


7 ==  * —s | 


McCoy, French, Flanagan, Webb, Baldenhofer:1206 Prooflike may qualify as 
a presentation striking, see proof below. [See also P bk. ms.]. 
1-A, 1-D. 1-D: Green, Weihman, Lilly, S.I., P-L. 
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Along with 1802/1 and 1803/2, 1800 is one of the three commonest 
dates of this design. It also shares with these dates the peculiar 
property that the warieties are fairly difficult to tellapart without 
a magnifying glass, a fact which has inhibited research on them and 
made @the more difficult tax to translate into present terms what 
research had earlier been done. 

The varieties known as Aiitram B. 1-A through 1-D (Adams 1 to 4 
inclusive) share a single obverse die, with last star distinctly away 
from bust. Ag this die is not known to have cracked or rusted, mak 
PRE order present BY MiaktaPPh clbahG8%. Reverse A (Adams 4) has 6%, 
11® and 13% stars in a straight line.x I+ shares this feature and 
many others with reverse H of 1799, and not with other dies of 1799 or 
1800. I have assumed that the large star punch was used on three re- 
verse dies of 1799, probably taken over from the set of punches used for 

/BVEVEE Birars, after the old small-star punch had chipped (its chipped 
state is found on reverse E). It mfollows that reverse H was the last 
die of 1799, reverse I being a re-use of a badly cracked 1798 reverse 
under emergency conditions. A new small star punch being made ready by 
then, the first new die of 1800 would probably resemble the last one of 
1799 more than any others, and tkusxExkaxys this reasoning has governed 
the sequence given here. 

B. 1-A, 2PREE star away from drapery; rev. 6%, 11% and 13% in a 
straight line. A-4; not in 0; N-41. 

Obv. 1. Date rather widely spaced, the digits leaning right and 
free of curl and drepery. Last stuyar well away ar from bust. : 

Rev. A. Similar to rev. H of 1799 except for having small stars 
above eagle. The word OF is too close to STATES, the 0 about centered 
above cloud, the F farther from wing than is first 5S. 6%, 11* and 13% 
eters are in a straight line. An arrowhead extends to nearly center of 


base of I. RICA very closely spaced; berry under right half of left 
ans 


A 


Ill. is Reverse B. 





Ms ~~ 
a ome & 
mg 


cea. 
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phe 
foot of A, and very close to that letter. Pirst six stars buried in clouds, 
one point apiece, first two with swaxgpatz a second point touching clouds. 
R-7. EH Adams illustrated a worn specimen, evidently the Newcomer- 
Green specimen discovered in the stock of Guttag Bros., and Gaylord 285 
appears to be a mint state texample of the same variety. I have not 


seen any others. 


B. 1-B. Last star away from drapery; E nearly centered between 
Glouds. A-~1; C-2; N-38. . n 


i 


Obv. 1. } 


Rev. % B. Right top of U in UNITED always weak. UNI closer than 
veual. D above base arc line of E and leans right. The space vetween 
clovds is about in line with a point just left of center of E in STATES, 
minutely right of r. edge of upright. ; 

R-4, Searver than formerly believeé. &fx The finest one is 
probably Beldenhofer 1206. Compare also Gaylord 284 and 286, and lot 


977, IW 51st sale. 


\ 
; 
g 
B. 1-C, Last star away from drapery; M cut over much larger M. 
An25 0-3; N-39. : ) 
Obv. 1. \ 
Rev. C. Immediately identifiable by M im AMERICA blundered, out 
over a much wider M--probably mumxt from the punch intended for eagles| 
or silver dollars. The extra upright shows at right of the "real" M. _ 
Apparently always seen with rim break above NIT. Often comes with another 
rim break over Sf, touching the T. ? 
| R-5, possibly low R-6. Compare Dunham 2074, Holmes 3401 ex D.S, 
Wilson sale, and No. 206 of Numisma, Nov. 1960. 


B., 1-D. Last star away from drapery; TA almost touch at bases, 
F nearly touches wings berry under right part of 0. A-3; 0-1; N-40. 

Obv. 1. } 7 

Rev. D. 15” star almost touches back of eagle's head, and ites 


re 
\ 
j 
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lowest point is above N in UNUM rather than between NU (as on other 
1800 dies). Bases of TA just about touch. Claw grasps stem and joins 
A, the stem not reaching beyond A--similarly to 1799 weverse F. Later, 
cracked from lower leaveskm to above base of shield to claw grasping 
uwEarrows. 

R-2. By far the commonest 1800 and one of the two or three 
commonest half eagles of this design. Compare Bell II 574, Miami-F.U.N. 
4161, Straus (NN 53rd sale) 1557, NN 54% sale lot 737, "Cicero" 101, 
etc., etc. 

B. 2-E. Last star just about touches drapery. A-5; not in 0; 
N42. 

Obv. 2. "“Obverse different from any of the others. Point of star 
touches or almost touches bust."--Adams. 

Rev. E. Deseribmitption by Agams translates out to a reverse 
similar to our die A, but 11" star out of line with 6' and 13%, 

R-~8. Not pictured in any catalogue known to me, and not seen in 
any colleotion. The Guttag-Newcomer-Green coin has long since dropped 
out of sight, this being the discovery piece, apparently the only one 
known to Adams, and for some reason not pictured by him. 





Ill. is 1-B. 
1-B: Add star 6 plainly double punched: Proof. 
Ill. is Breen 1-C, A-2, C-3. 
Star point between UN. 2 in S.I.; HB1-C; Auc ’87:1931. 
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B-1 see Bibliography below WB’s G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 11/1975:1475, detailed 
description. 


Ill. is Breen 1-B, A-1, C-2. 
Weak U, D high. 





Ill. is reverse C. 
Strong strikes show crescent 
top M to center E. 


between 





Reverse D.Ill. is Breen 1-D. star about touches eagles neck[...].claw joins 
A[...]. 

DNV 1800. Breen 1-D. Star touches back of eagle’s neck. AU, light 
adjustment marks, many minute handling marks. B0014. 
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Proof: [Unique?] Breen 1-B; Adams 1, Clapp 2, Newcomer 38. Last star 
away from drapery as usual; rev. star 6 plainly repunched, E nearly centered 
over space between clouds. Ex Col. James Flanagan:1069 (1944), W.F. Webb, 
Baldenhofer:1206, brilliant proof surface, excellent striking quality, highly 
central details. 

OC NN 1952 ANA:583 “1800 Brilliant Uncirculated. Fully lustrous, and with 
reverse die broken twice on the rim. [...]” Sold to Cork $42. See BIb. below. 
NB: WBV#15p.4: For Clapp to Earle inventory see 1798 lower page. 


PCA III 2/14/77:276 $1,400.00. “Toned Extremely Fine-45[...]Tiny nicks in 
edge above 8th star. Breen 1-B. Unpublished early die state reverse with bold 
right top of U in UNITED. Several sets of clash marks, crack between S O to 
cloud extremely faint.” Plate. —:277 $1,200.00. “Extremely 
Fine-40[...]Reverse C and M in AMERICA cut over a much wider M. Heavy 
die break above NIT and another over STA in STATES][...]” Plate. —:278 
$925.00. “[...]JExtremely Fine-40[...]some old scratches on obverse in field 
and touching cheek and hair. Tiny edge nick below first star on left. Reverse 
D with die crack in lower leaves across to shield and to claw grasping 
arrows|...]. Plate. —:279 $1,200.00. “Choice Extremely Fine-40[...]Faint 
adjustment mark center obverse at hair over ear. Rev. B with top U in 
UNITED weak[...].” Plate. 

Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 


; : LOAMLG: 00 C66 00660 CC 65D SCCCC COE CEDETOCOOCOCODOEEO BOCES D ESSE 500, 00 yr z 
ae ae FEO PEG 3, 

876 1800 Liberty Cap. Strictly Very Fine Obverse and Reverse! _ “ite 

hy Variety with die breaks on upper and lower left of Reverse, Sa 
E -/2 A nice sharp specimen with small edge nick below date. A rc. 2 i 
fee “mice type set coin, Worth ......ceseccocecsecececdacsceones 140.00 
4 ! — Rk kkk ak ak ko kkk ae ok ok em 


WB’s annot. CSNA 10/1960:876 above. 


338 1800 Brilliant Uncirculated MS-65 with almost flawless surfaces. The only marks being 
signs of minor friction from other coins. Similar coins bring in excess of $3000.00. 


6 A 
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WB’s annot. K 1/75:338 above; 339, 340 below. . 


0. ces sApAcac HALF EAGLES 


339 1800 Gem Uncirculated. This is the variety with heavy rim break over NIT, and e3 
AMERICA over a much wider M. Very rare, especially this nice. 5 | .< fv 





340 1800 About Uncirculated. Considerable mint lustre. A lovely type coin. g | 6 — 
———_—_—_—_—$—_—$—_$—$—_$—$_$_—$_—_—_——_————————— SSS SO PLOP_ 


B. 1-D described die in detail in WB’s copy Breen 2 6/75:336 ‘BU’ —:337 
‘AU’ in Bib. below. 

Breen 1-D “[...]unusually late die state[...]” described in detail in WB’s copy 
P.T.A. Breen III 6/78:1066 in Bib. below. 


WB: B.1-C “Missmade”’. 


Elder 10/1908:9 Head of Liberty 13 stars. EF. Plate $7.35 Chapman. —:10 As 
last. F. $7.50 Park. 
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1802/1 





1802 

Myntage reported as 53,176. In one respect the coins of this 
date resemble those of 1800: a profusion of reverses difficult to tell 
apart, combined with only two obverses, themselves not easily dis- 
tinguished. Both obverses are overdates, 1802 over 1, and among the 
plainest overdates in ‘merican coinage. Deliverioss 


235 March 11 
236 March 23 4699 
237 March 31 5036 
238 April 7 
239 April 16 
240 April 20 ZEXX 2265 
241 April 26 3326 
242 May 1 1920 
243 May 7 3563 
244 Mey 10 1670 
245 May 18 4889 
246 May 27 4685 
247 £=xJune 9 6047 


Establishing a plausible emission sequence for the varieties 
of this date is nearly thought not quite as difficult as for 1800! One 
clue is ink the use on the variety formerly mmknown as /gams 1 of im- 
perfect T's. The imperfect T's are from a punch used also in 1803% on 





Zable by lacking its right base. On 


some dies the base is partly repaired by the engraver's cutting a new one 
--shorter and thinner-- 


/into the working die. As this peculiar T is not msfound in IBZX 1800 


half-eagles, but there were no dies which we can definitely identify 

as of 1801 manufacture, we have to take collateral evidence from the 
cent series. The imperfect T punch is found on some later cent dies 

of 1802 (Sheldon's dies BE, F, G, H, K, M) and several of 1803 (Sheldon's 
B, D, F, K and L, as well as ©, which is a reappearance of 1802 M). It 
is not found on any earlier dies, and it was replaced on some later 
1803 dies. We may therefore take its period of use as late in 1802 and 
early in 1803. It follows that the groupof varieties in which the 
imperfect T reverse appears, in the 1802 half-eagles, must have come 
last. 

Within the two groups, no order can be certain as the obverse dies 
are not known to have cracked or otherwise deteriorated. The die we 
put first is a definite deviaint and looke more like several dies of 
1800 than do any of the others. The rest is guesswork. 

First Group. Low date, 1 away from bust, 1 centered in IZ 2. 

B. 1-A. Arrows extend only to left of center of N. A-5; C-3; N-47. 

Obv. 1. Date low, 2 away from bust. The 1 shows centrally within 
2, its right edge well to r. of center of base of 2 and nearly on its 
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Rev. A. Stars lightly punched in. Bunch of arrows extends only to 
a point just left of center of base of N (hold coin so that thé N is 


upburned tail. 


upright). STATES widely spaced and comparatively distant above 
cbuds. F much closer to wing than is first S, similar to 1799 rev. F, 
1800 rev. D. U more than its own diameter away from claw. Leter, this 
die shatters, showing a network of fine cracks. 

R-5, possibly R-4. Oompare Straus 1558 (NN 53rd sale) and "Cicero" 
980. sThe perfect die is more often seen than the shattered die. 

B. 1-B. Arrow extend right of center of N; star poitnts to r. 
upright sot/y ix Witt, iabemuatamioien A-7; not in C or N. 

Obv. gx 1. 

Rev. B. Stars more heavily punched in, as on following dies. Bunch 
of arrows extends to a point gumk right of center of base of N, not quite 
in line with right upright. Very similar to reverse C, but 11% star not 
even nearly in a straight line with 6" and 13%, Leaf touches or just 
about touches I at about its center. Star 13% star nearly touches eagle's 
head and points directly at right upright of N in UNUM, "which letter 
is curiously shaped" (Adams). This N lacks its left top and its left 
upright seems shorter than its right. As it was a relief detail on the 
working die (showing inouse on the coins), probably the die clashed or 
was otherwise injured at that point. 

R-7. No recent records. I describe it from the uncirculated piece 
illustrated by Adams. 


B. 1-Mc. Arrows extend r. of center of N; star points to r. uprights 
of N in UNUM; three stars behind head in straight line. A-4; not in C; N-50. 

Obv. 1. 

Rev. C Similar to last. Arrows extend r. of center of N, not quite 
in line with right upright. 6™, 11% and 13” stars in a straight line, 
which is distinctive. The 11" appsars to be minutely high, but the line 
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--especially when taken by PPRALARZ a piece of paper or a ruler above the 
three stars--is just about straight. As in Rev. B and apparently no other 
of this group, space between clouds is below about center of E in STATES. 
Right top of U runs into a denticle. Leaf ends a little left o&f center 
of attentiaie, and is very close. /iater, this é1e shattered: "aa o See 
break through F to cloud, x58, 11" and B13" stars. to eagle's head. Then, 
this break extends through head, beak, 7" gtatr, ist star cloud a 
and between ST to border. A branch crack sometimes wshows through wing, 
M and border; and another through wing, gules (vertical stripes) of 
shield, right edge of shield, branch and 3rd berry. 

R-6. I have seen a number of these in different die states, but 


for some reason none in recent auctions. 


B. 1-D. Arrows extend well beyond N. A-6; not in C; N-46. 

Obv. 1. 

Rev. D. Bunch of arrows extends beyond N, some actually in line w with 
left foot of I, which is @istinctive for “= = eee. tusempietey ices in 
eagle's beak, its left side indistinct. Aifot™ STATES practically rest 
on clouds. Right edge of final S about in line with r. edge of a cloud. 
Stem end shorter than on any other die of the year, barely extending 
beyond A. Later, with small rim break, wedge-shaped, left of first S 
in STATES} still later, rim break above F, touching that letter. 

R-2. This is the only reasonably common varisty of the year. Cf. 


Melish 1866, Straus 1559, WGC 328. 


B, 1-E. 6” and 11" stars parallel to horizontal lines of shield; . 
NI apart at bases. Not in A, C or N. 

Obv. 1. 

Rev. E., The arrangement of stars is distinctive: 11" is unusually 
high, so much so that it and 6" are in a line parallel to horizontal 
stripes of shield. This feature occurs also on reverse G, but in that die 
NI ere very close together at bases and ZEW TA almost touch. Here, NI 
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are more nearly parallel and a apart at bases, and T A are well 
apart. Also, in reverse G the clouds open below about center of E or 
a trifle right, and here the opening is under r. edge of upright of E. 
ED successively higher above T; stem end short and straight; leaf touches 
base of I about under left upright. UN very close to arrows. 

R-8. Only one seen. I describe this piece from lot & 1013, 1956 
N.Y¥.Metropolitan Convention sale, illustrated on page 53. It is distinctive 
enough so that were many ».thers around they would probably have been 


noticed. 


B. 1-F. 1 behind center of © 2; imperfect T's as in 1803. A-8; C4; 
N-45, 48. 

Obv. 1. 

Rev. F, Imperfect T's as in 1803. Top of I and base of adjacent T 
too low. Final S about centered over double cloud. Opening between 
clouds about under center of E. , 

R-8, possibly R-7. I know this variety only from Clapp's mention 
of it and Adams's notebooks. Newcomer had two specimens and no others 
have been recorded. ; 


Second Group: High date, 2 touches bust, 1 shows left of center of 2. 

B. 2-F, Imperfect T's. A-1; not in C; N-43. 4 

Obv. 2. Date high, the 2 touching bust; 1 within 2 2thin and well to 
left of center. Note especially the right edge of that overcut 1, which 
intersects base of 2 at a point well to left of cent J. The upper part 
of 1 also divides the nearly circular loop of 2 into narkedly unequal c 
halves, the left one smaller. | ti 

Rev. F. Immediately identified by the imperf Spee. 

R-7. No recent auction records. I describe it fron the Newcomer- 


Green coin pictured in Adams. Possibly R-8. \ 
J i 
B. 2-G. 6" and 11® stars in a line parallel with |horizontal stripes 
lA\ 
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of shield .{a2HEE}X A-3; 0-2; N-49, 

Obv. WH 2. 

Rev. G. Very similar to reverse E. 6” and 11% stars in a line 
parallel to horizontal stripes of shield (azure). UN very close to 
arrows. Opening in clouds below center of E or minutely right. NI 
close together at bases, uprights of IT about parallel. Bases of 
STA closely spaced, T E S mparkx widely spaced. The Newcomer picce, 
pictured in Adams, kshows what looks like a cracks through tops of 
AMERI, . 

R-7. Compare WGC 329, No other recent auction records. 


B, 2-H. Top of U high, TE in UNITED close. Not in A, © or N. 

Obv. 2. 

Rev. H. Similar to both G and I. UN quite close to arrows. Top 
of U too high. Bases of NI close; bases of TEDclose, the D about touching 
4th feather of wing. 8 mnotably farther from wing than is F. A in STATES 
too high, close to the T following it. ATES close. Onenin g in clouds 
almost centrel below upright of E. Leaf apparently touches or about 
touches left tip of I. Berry between CA, a trifle left of left tip of 
left foot of A if coin is held so that final A is upright; CA nearly 
touch. Heavy stars, 7” through 11" too close to each other, 10% and 
11 almost touching; a point of 7" unusually close to beak, and this 
star is unusually close to 12" star. 10% star almost touches 13", which 
is closw to back of head. 

R-8. I describe this coin from lot 575 of the/3.?.Bell Hisar; 
no other specimen seen, but others may well exist as the variety might 
be confused with 2-G or 2-I,. . 


B. 2-I. UN ITED spread apart. A-2; C-1; N=44,. 
Obv. 2. Perfect and sometimes with crack or clash mark (?) through 
date near tops of all four numerals. (Cf. WGC 330.) 
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Rev. I. UN close to arrows, though a little less so than in *revs. 

G and H. Top of U minutely above top of N. E D successively higher at 
bases than T. UNITED exceptionally widely spaced. Bunch of arrows extends 
to a pointopposite left upright of I (hold coin so that I is upright); 
this is the more remarkable considering the wide spacing of UNI. D not 
especially close to wing. Opening in clouds below left upright of E. Right 
edge osf $3 final S in line with r. edge of cloud. First A partly buried 

in wing. Leaf ends between RI. 

R-4. Cf. WGC 330, and lot 362, NN 49” sale, lot 738, NN 54",etc. 
This is the only Group Two coin at all frequently seen. 

Themre may be other varieties of this date, and tkxim there azre 
certainly several die breaks not yet identified with their proper re- 
verses. (1) ‘twater 1616: obverse 2 with a reverse showing "light die 
failure at upper r. rev." (2) Melish 1862: obv. 2 with several reverse 

fits emma ws Parle 2351, Ryder. (3) M@ish 1863: obv. 2, reverse die 

rusted. (4) Melish 1864, ex Zerbe: rim break over T in UNITED and some 
double-punched letters. I hope that some or perhaps all of these will 
be identified by the time the xbook version of this serial appears. 


Left ill. is 1-C. 





Right ill. is obv. 1. 
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Ill. is 1-E. 
Since Breen published variety 1-E, more have been found. 
Some are known with rev. rotated 25 degrees +/- left. 


Breen wrote proof [Unique?] reliably reported: ex Mehl estate, Justus, 
Kosoff, [See also P bk. ms.]. 
May Co. 1960, Dr. Martin Klein. Undated, no number nb, ca. 1963. 


See important catalogs below for: Wayte Raymond’s copy JCM 278th sale: 
lot 175 2/1, XF, $9.00. 

Breen 1-D see description in Bib. WB’s copy G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 9/1974:1895. 
NB17:52 Check 1802/1 $5 1-E JCollins WGC:329 is not 1802/1 $5 2-G 

NB: WBV#15p.4: For Clapp to Earle inventory see 1798 lower page. 

PCA III 2/14/77:280 $1,050.00. “[...]About Uncirculated-50[...]Old vertical 
scratch thru second S in STATES[...]’? Plate. —:281 $1,150.00. “[...]Choice 
Extremely Fine-45[...]’’ Plate. —:282 $925.00. “[...]Extremely Fine-45 [...] 
contact marks[...]on edge above I in UNITED there is a tiny edge 
knock[...].” Plate. —:283 $1,150.00. “[...]Extremely Fine-45 ”[...]Variety 
with die break at F in OF and” apostrophe” in front of first S in STATES[...]” 
Plate. —:284 $1,150.00. “[...]Extremely Fine-40 “[...]Variety with faint die 
break on reverse connecting UNI[...]”. Plate. —:285 $800.00. “[...]Very 
Fine-35[...].”. 


1802/1. B. 1-J. Rev. [...] See Bibliography below for additional information. 
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DNV 1802/1 Breen 2-I. Spines from 3 outer leaves, one running into R; 
lowest right leaf hollow. Seemingly better than AU, rev. nearer to full Unc., 
but for two small repairs flanking date, hardly noticeable and done with 
supreme skill: “the art that conceals art.” The star before neck is a clash mark 
—unusual. B0015. 

DNV 1802/1. Breen 2-I. Another. Later die state: obv. clash marks gone, rev. 
cracked through UNIT. Obv. EF, rev. nearer to AU. B0016. 


Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 


” : 
341 1802 2 over | Nice Brilliant Uncirculated. Sharp strike. What an opportunity you have in 
this magnificent sale to select from a collection of this magnitude. Any one of these 
five 1802 over I coins would be nice to own. a 2 


342 1802 over 1 — Brilliant Uncirculated. Sharp strike. Faint die breaks at UN. 


343 1802 over 1 An attractive specimen with almost full mint bloom. Variety with AM joined 
at base. Imperfect T’s in STATES. Grete® Uncirculated. B LF {7 a 
————— Mh 
344 1802 over 1 Choice About Uncirculated with considerable mint bloom ang some prooflike 


surfaces. Very much in demand. a Z T 


345 ° 1802 over 1 Choice About Uncirculated. Nice orange toning. Very sharp strike. ei 





WB’s annot. K 1/75:341-5 above. 

XIMP See Bib. below for WB’s annotated G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 11/1975:1476 
detailed description. 

B. 1-D described in detail in WB’s copy Breen 2 6/75:338 ‘BU’ in Bib. 
below. 


1689. $5.00 Gold Half Eagle 1802 over .1_- Brill 
den Fine Uncire - Proof Surface - Sharp clear Over- 


date - A virtual Gem 150.00 
j 1690. $5.00 Gold Half Eagle 1803 ove 2-A.U. - 
¥ Very slight handling 110.00 
\t 1681. $5.00 Gold Half Eagle 1804 ekg -Unc. 135.00 


aa) 1692. $5.00 Gold Half Eagle 1806 Pointed ‘6 B B.U. 135.00 | 

, 1693. $5.00 Gold Half Eagle 1806 Round Top ©’ - 

, Boe soe Very slight rubbing 125.00 
~ At tend ofnn 


MAVA Tall Daewla 1007 Naw Cterla nrTT 1ANn nh 
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WB’s annotated 1959 ANA above. 


Elder 10/1908:11 VF. Plate. $7.40 Elder. —:12 Slight edge dent. F. $10.50 
Jackson. 


WB catalogued 1986 ANA for Kagin. Lot 2473. Credit page WB wrote 


G.Fuld added numerical grades. The description in this lot does not compare 
to WB prose. See 1842-D SD. 
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Ill. is Breen 1-C, 
3 OVER 2 








Ill. is ee a 
Breen 1-Dcommonest Breen II 6/75:340; —:341,; 
—:342. 
180 3 
Mintage reported as 32,506. Some of them may have been takagcoins 
of earlier dates, as once again the Mint closed for the annual yellow 
fever epidemic (the closure was from Sept. 24 to Nov. 1) and after re- 
opening there were delivered 5904 half-eages, as well as 4163 eagles, and 
12,220 silver dollars. The dollars are identified as 1801-02 rand possibly 
one or more 1803 varieties from the leftover reverses of 18081 called 
"A" and "B" by Bolenders; the eagles are not certainly identified. Deliveries: 
Warrant Date Half Eegles | 
7 
mime Be 
278 July 12 3774 
a = a aS ; os 
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Ill. is 1-A. 








279 July 14 2015 
Aug. 


280 3 268 
284 Sept. 14 1454 
Mint closed Sept. 24--Nov. 1 
287 Nov. 26 3039 


290 Dec. 31 2865 


3 is over 2. 
Only one obverse die is known for this year;/ Of the order of 
use of the reverses little can be said. The variety called here 1-D 
(Adams 2) must have been last because it is the only one coming with “e 
broken obverse. We may guess the others, but your guess is as good 
as mine. I place 1-A and 1-B (the new variety, emx WGC 336, and that 
formerly known as Adams 1) together bevause they resemble eafh other 


fairly closely-~-note especially the long curving smstem ending close 
to tail. 


B. 1-A, Long curved stem mm close to tail; TE in UNITED gall but 
touch at bases. Wot in A, C or HN. 

Obv. 1. The only obverse die of the year; 3 is over 2 but not over 
1. Left base of Y missing as on obverse 2 of 18023 r. base of T missing 
as on all reverses of this year and reverse F of 1802. 8 star often 
looks smaller and weaker than the rest. 

Rev. A. Long thin curving stem, its end quite close to tail, as in 
reverse B, Top of U a trifle above N. UNITED mostly mwell spaced except 
that bases of TE practically touch. D somewhat high. Opening in clouds 
under right of center of base of E; final S in the usual position, a 
trifle r. of central over doublezk cloud, unlike reverse B. Leaf prac- 
tically touches base of I about in line with left upright. Berry under 
extreme left tip of final A. 6", 11% and 13” stars about in a straight 
line, and about evenly spaced. The claw that holds arrows is well struck 
up--a feature almost never seen on any other 1803 variety. , 

R-8. I describe this from WGC 336, the only specimen reported. More 
may exist, however, misattributed as Adams tp-or more Likely unattributed. 
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B. 1-B. Long curving stem; T E a E leaning sharply r. A-1; 
C-33 N-51. 

Obvv. 1. Perfect die. 

Rev. B. Long curving stem, ending close to E#X% tail, as on rev. 
A. Tops of UN about in line. UNITED better spaced than before; TE 
apart, E leaning sharply r. and parallel to upright of HD. First 8 
farther from mgwing than is F. TA nearly touch. Second T about centered 
over a cloud. Opening betyreen clouds und er °#R#2" u8h4 ent of E. E SE far 
apart, WW right edge of S over space between clouds--distinctive. 


KAS IX SSSSTEL EX ESY 
Later, shows a nearly straight crack from trim through E in STATES to 
cloud, beak, left (dexter) corner of shield, arrows and U to border. 
R-5, possibly R-6. Compare lot 739, NN 54" sale, and Stickney 641. 


B. 1-C. Arrows extend only to r. side of N. A-3; 0-4; N-52. 

Obv. 1. Usually perfect. A very few examples show microscopic traces 
of a crack through bases of date. . 

Rev. C. Arrows exmtend only to right side of N; in other varieties 
of they year they extend well beyond N. In UNITED, NXISXINPSETERE I looks 
too small, ite base minutely below N but in line with that of T, its top 
low. D leans right and is close to wing. Pirst S closer to wing than 
is F. ST lwan left, tops of both letters below that omf A; bases of 
TA very close. Second T partly over space betwesn clouds. Space between 
two following clouds below a poiSlig r. of center of B. BS X far apart, 
but final S in the usual position for 1802-03 dies--r, of xcenter of 
double cloud. First A merges with wing and base of M; E R farther apart 
than on other dies of the period, though close; leaf touches base of I 
below left edge of upright; claw partly open, wmmxpmint touching right _ 
base of A @ little left of its center. Numbering berries from bottom up, 
second is stemless and attached to inner leaf, third has stem and is at- 
tached to point of an outer leaf, Perfect and with crack from rim to 
claw, arrowshefts, left side of shield at wing, 42m star, 7 star, 2nd 
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statr, to cloud. A second crack also sometimes shows through tops of 


TED. A third runs from meagle$s shoulder to 11" star, cloud and left 
edge of 0. There are clash marks to right of this last crack, evidently 
from bust and drapery; 


1869 70.” possibly R-4. Of. WGC 335, Straus 1560,amt "Cicero" 102, Melish 


B. 1-D. Obv. cyracked through date, rev. through shield, branch and 
E in AMERICA, A~2; 0-1, 23 N-53, 54. 

Obv. 1. Reported perfect, but very rare so. Almost always gwith 
tending crack rite gp og 3 tend an Seeks Tae, crack is very heavy, ex- 

Rev. D, Rather similar to reverse A. @epexefxiiixakextxevend S,em 
not as long as in rev. A, nor ending quite so close to mtail. Tops of 
UN about even. I T apart, the T somewhat low and close to E at base; its 
right base--normally missing from the defective punch--has been corrficted 
by hand. ST close. Opening in clouds under center of BE. In other details 
similar to reverse A, but 11% star closer to 13% than to 6%; arrow claw 
usually poorly defined, as on thm reverses B and C, C about touches 
denticles. Comes perfect, but usually shows some stage pof gbreaks from 
border through E in AMERICA, top of branch, shield, scroll and wing; this 
break later is very heavy. Melish mk 1874 claims additional obv. and rev. 
cracks, but I have not ¢ eir descriptions. 

R-2. The vast majority of specimens of this date are from this re- 
verse die. Of. WGC 332-34, Melish 1871-74, Gaylord 289, NN 54" sale 
lot 740, etc., etc. 


Breen 1-D described in WB’s copy G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 9/1974:1896 in Bib. 
below. 


See 1805 below: nb 100:173-4 for 2nd obv. variety. 
Shared reverse: A(TES) larger, A(MERIC)A smaller. 


1803. Reverse D additional information found in Bibliography on original 
ms. below. 
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tue mint. ) = f 3 4 
¥ o-2 mel « be 

Seg 97 6 TP wets Pet 3" 903 
HALF EAGLE. Regular dies trial piece. 

Pic recalte (A-W 21) R.8. Restrike from rusty dies. Evtra-roott 
€re Is no record of the quarter eagle in copper listed as A-W 22 i 

ge very unlikely since there are no genuine quarter eagles of 1803. Coit 
. € pieces usually described as A-W 21 and 22 are merely copper gilt and 

rass gaming counters made by Kettle & Sons of Birmingham, England in the 


early part of the 19th century. The name KETTLE is to the 
: : , right 
in some instances the name has been removed. Si\ver eich ce aig oe . 


; 






amma 


Walter Breen’s annotated Judd 3rd. “> (After) all pieces 27 to 47 incl. except 
33, 34 extra Mint. Extra Mint?” [Struck outside Mint] See 
1804, 1805, 1808. Silver specimens are also known. 

BMM 3/23/48:2595 “1803 Type of the $5.00 gold piece of the series, the so- 
called Kettle piece. Struck in copper, gold plated. I doubt this is a mint issue, 
but it is very interesting.” Sold for $5.00. —:2596 “Another as last. Struck in 
brass. Uncirculated.” Sold for $3.50. 
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NB C:174. 2nd 1803/2 obv. ... 


Page 114 of 222 


NB 109:24 Alan Herbert AMKagin has 1803/2 $5 obv. die grossly 
misaligned!! Photo needed. 

NB: WBV#15p.4: For Clapp to Earle inventory see 1798 lower page. 

PCA III 2/14/77:286 $2,000.00. “{...]Munt State-60[...]Variety with die break 
at date. Very faint file adjustment mark at beading over RTY on obverse. 
Faint clash marks and die break on reverse. Minute edge bruise over M. Mr. 
Beck paid $8.00 for this lovely coin. Ex-H. Chapman]...]” Plate. —:287 
$1,200.00. “[...]Extremely Fine-45 plus. Variety with die break at date. Very 
minor file adjustment marks at portion of LIBERTY. Left base of Y 
incomplete. Faint die break thru E in AMERICA. Ex-H. Chapman, Jr[...].” 
Plate. —:288 $1,050.00. “...Extremely Fine-40. “[...]Rev. faint die break at 
UN and TED, another behind O of OF thru cloud, stars, touching shield. 
Defective T’s, bases incomplete[...].” Plate. —:289 $1,050.00. 
“{...]Extremely Fine-40[...] Faint vertical die break on reverse thru E in 
STATES, clouds, stars, B in motto, to U in UNITEDJ[...]” Plate. —:290 
$750.00. “[...]Very Fine-35. Faint die breaks on reverse at TED and along O 
in OF. Minor scratch at claw holding arrows and in shield above[...].” Plate. 
—:292 $1,300.00. “[...]Very Fine-20. “[...]file adjustment marks on shield, 
few of the clouds and stars on right[...]”. 

BMM A.Carter 10/55:194 ‘U’. —:195 ‘Ef. nu’ 

A.W. 21 Regular dies. Copper. Struck from rusted dies, probably during the 
period, 1858-63. Also reported in Brass. WB’s annot. SC {1957} page 173. 


DNV 1803/2. Breen 1DA. (I)T repunched; leaf touches I. AU, lustrous, light 
adjustment marks at left stars as made. Perfect dies—unusual. B0017. 

DNV 1803/2. Breen 1-A. Another. Usual crack through base of date and from 
rim through E(R) to top leaf to shield. EF, sharper and more lustrous than 
obv.; light adjustment marks at clouds and tail, as made. BO018. 


Compare Harry Bass Collection below. Annotation. WB. 

JCM #458:813 1803 over 2 ‘Ef’ to W.Raymond $35.00. 

Elder 10/1908:13 1803/02, U. $12.25 Mitchellson. —:14 F. $6.50 Ci. 
—:15 F, $7.00 Elder. 

B. 1-C detailed description, see Bib. below for WB’s annot. G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 
11/1975:1478 

Breen 1-D known with jewelry ring attached above LI(B). NB: . Notation 
“[...]he’s a drunk[...]”. 
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1804 
Ill. is small 8. 






Ill. is Small 8. Breen 3-E, A-4, C-S. 


XIMP For additional detailed (full page) die variety information from Adams 
NB’s see original ms. in Bibliography below. 

BMM A.Carter 10/55:196 “1804 Small 8 and 4 in date. Die break from 
mouth to star Practically uncirculated.” 


Ill. is Breen 2-E. A-1, C-3. 
Broken rim obverse TY. 
Bisecting vertical crack obverse. 





SMALL 8 





Ill. is Small 8/large 8. Breen 1-B, A-5, C-1. Broken reverse. 
SMALL 8 OVER LARGE 8 
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1804 
Muxintage reported as 50,475, some of them doubtless dated 1803, 
as this date is Na great deal scarcer than any ofher in the 21800-07 
group, conéidered merely as a date. Deliveries: 
Werrant Date Half rea 
Feb. 11 2690 
296 Feb. 18 3727 
297 March 5 3590 
298 March 14 3730 
300 March 29 36 


311 July 21 1455. 





Ill. is Breen 1-A. 


OC NN 1952 ANA:584 “Large 8, under a smaller and more neatly defined 
numeral. Almost Uncirculated. The reverse die broken twice. [...]” Sold to 
Cork $38. See Bib. below. 

NB _.. *[with music file folder, locate, insert here; in-part ms 2?][...]. Large 
8” (aka) “Large Date” are from “blundered die”: Scot lst punched 180 into 
die blank, using the extra-large numeral punches intended for the $10 coin 
die. Positioning the 4 for punching next to the 0, he noticed there was not 
enough area. The next step was to have this die blank reground to efface part 
of the large 180, & then enter date from smaller punches, from the font in use 
for cents. See Numisma 1804. 

WB: B.1-A, 1-B “Missmade’”’. 

1-A, 1-B, both in S.L.. 


NB 70:228 Tu. 11/11/1986. Die stats. on 1804 $5 W.M.: 18:72. 
DNV 1804. 1804 Small date over large 180. Breen 1-B. Rev. Spine from leaf 
tip to R. Fine or better, loop removed. Has a sweated look. B0019. 
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KS 4/3-4/59:2649 “Overdate or recut date. 1 and 8 in date over | and large 8. 
“we + Ee 


eee ee a Ree pn. 2 
(53 


315 Aug. 16 1815 
322 Oct. 23 2243 


Edgar H. Adams told Clapp that there were nine varieties of this 
date. I have only been able to locate seven, and have a partial de- 
scription of an eighth (Atwater 1619); the remaining variety or vari¥- 
eties have continued to elude search despite published appeals in the 
NSB. It is barely possible that Adams might have erred, but his listings 
in this series have been very careful and I must assume that the other 
varieties exist. Unfortunately, for this msiugiz Sere uave set been 
able to mzobtain adequate information from Adams's notebooks nor from 
the Newcomer inventory; and Adams's iliness prevented him from continuing 
his Coin Collectoré Journal series beyond 1803. Pessibly the descriptions 
herein printed will stimulate further research. 

Themre are generally said to be three types of half eagles for 
this year: (1) Large 8, (2) Small 8, large 4, (3) Small date. These 
listings are misleading. I have never seen ak true large 4, i.e. one 
originally from a larger punch than that used on other dies. I have 
seen many coins so called, and all without exception have proved to be 
from what I eall obverse 3, showing normal 4 first cut far too lew, then 
correcmted, the crossbar of the original and erroneous 4 being $xin the 
same line with the base of the new 4. The large 8 is by now well known 
to be a blundered die, the 8 punch originally intended for the eagles 
having been erroneously used here, and proper smaller 8 répunched over it./ 

fype I: Small 8 over larger 8. 

B. 1-A+ Small over large 8; beak touches star; spine pierces top 
berry. A-6?7; not in Cs N-64?. 

Obv. 1. Small 180 (normal) over large 180, the larger punches 
being those intended for eagles of the year. From a distance the 18 
appear far larger than 04. Most of the erroneously punched larger zero — 
has been effaced. Bight stars left and five right are run xtogether, 
all touching or practically touching. 


° ‘ 
zx 
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Rev. A. Tip of beak touches 12% star. UN very close to arrows. 
Base of T in UNITED seems a trifle low. ED closer than in reverse B. 
STATES closely spaced, the r. side of final S well to left of right 
edge of cloud. OF close. Top berry pierced by a spine (from leaf 
extending just below it). 7% and 12% stars very close together; 6%, 
11" and 13 about i: a straight line. T, date, all seen show some 
trace of a long weak crack from &k rim through lower serif of D, 
scroll, wing, breast, tor of shield, and wing twip at rightgx to bfrder. 
Later examples also show branch crack from rkkkem tip of scroll at r. 
to base of E in AMERICA, with a further branch from that crack to tip 
of top right leaf. 

R-6. Compare lot 978, NN 5ist sale; Landau 733; "Cicero" 103; 
Melish 1884; Bell II 578. Others may exist masquerading as the con- 


moner 1-B, 


B. 1-B. Small over large 8; beak free of star; spine from leaf 
tip to RI. A-5; C-1; N-63. 


Obv. 1. | 

Rev. B. Tip of beak free of star. U close to arrows, N rather A 
distant. E Dwell apart. TES widely spaced, rxxmiguxefx especially | 
ES; r. edge of &k final S about in line with r. edge of cloud. 0 F 4 


wider spaced than in reverse A, No spine through top berry; a spine { 
runs from 3#4 leaf tip (outside, counting from bottom) through left 
foot of I to R. Another spine runs from tip of 4" inner leaf (counting 
from bottom) to 4" from bottom feather. ‘Stem shorter than on rev. A. 
Later, with crack from rim splitting U, up through errows, wing, 12% 
star, 7 star, 2nd star, cloud and A in = and another crack from 
final / in AMERICA through branch, wing,/cloud and O in OF. 

R-5, low. WGC 337 (pictured ofer lot 339); G.H.Hall 1876; Melish 
1885; Gaylord 292; Straugs 1561. Siigkkixy Now popular as a type coin. 
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C55 
Type II: Small date, normal. 


EiThe xfirst variety to be considered here is from a pair of 
dies of which only an incomplete description is to be had. It is 
said to be of this type, and to have a break from mouth to nearest 
star, which presumably means 9" star. Amon Carter collection, ex 
Atwater 1619. I have no data abuut reverse. Obverse is evidenutly 
not obv. 1 because the date is normal, not large 8; not obverse 2, 
as the crack semgx through L, cap, curls, drapery and 0 of date is 
not mentioned, nor is the brmweak through TY, and no break from mouth 
to star exists on even the latest states of obv. 2. It is not obv. 

3, as the strongly double~punched 4 would have been mentioned, and 
that die was preserved and later sold Kaen. junk, after gk which 
time silver restrikes were made--and the cracks ¥ are agein different 
from those on this mysterious obverse. Por subsequent publication, I 
would appreciate the opportunity to examine any specimens of thie obv. 
die with break from mouth to star. 

Three varieties tc follow share a single obverse die; they are 
reg eee ‘ates oe ae : Sage ae impossibly others may exist. Blunt 

B. 2-C. Small date, normal 4. Rim break over 7 of UNITED. A-?; 
not in Cs; N-?. 

Obv. 2. Date normal, with blunt 1 (chipmped punch), 4 not Erecut} 
1 seems to rest on border, and the other digits are very close to denticles. 
Base of L a little above IB. 9" star touches Y about at top; 13” astar 
> @bout touches a denticle. 

Rev. C. All specimens seen are immediately identifiable by a heavy 
rim break touching T of UNITED. On some specimens the break ap extends 
above ¢ ani corner of E; on still later specimer , also above part of 
I, and it now touches corner of E. UN about touch arrows; HE top of U 
@ little above that of N; base of T low, base of D aminutely above that 
of Ey ST low; base of first T practically touches cloud. Opening in 
ais 
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G 

clouds abelow right edge of wintalss E in STATES, Base of R much below 
that of I; adjacent leaf tip below left foot of I, almost at tip, and 
away from I. Berry below left tip of A. Apparently all six upper stars 
touch clouds; final A merges with claw and touches branch: berries free 
and complete, and rather large. | \ | 

R-7. WGC 339 (pictured above lot 337); Stack-Straus 2400, i11ustrates 
on page 105 (this is the 1959 N.Y. Metropolitan Convention ale) ;| Miani~ 


F.U.N. 19635 sale, lot 553. I have not seen any others. 


1\ 


, ¥ ‘ 


Be 2-D, Small date, normal; 2nd berry merges in upper leaf. ha2y ‘os 
C=45 N-56? | is ee 

Obv. 2. Perfect die. | A 
Rev. D. Distinguished from mreverse © by lacking the breakiat 7 | 
of UNITED; only 5 upper stars touch clouds; final A merges with dew \* 
but does not quite touch branch; second berry (counting from bottom) A 
merges with leaf above it, only part of the berry showing. Distinguished 
from reverse E by having no trace of double punching on first T in . VN 
STATES; by having A merging with claw ratherk than barely touching it; 
by having five stars touching clouds rathamer than only two. No further 
deseription available as yet. If AME de wit tech, then Melith 17g nite waelh, | 

R-8. I describe this from the Clapp notebooks, and have not seen a 
specimen of this variety. The description is specific enough so that I 


have to assume that Clapp owned a specimen, or at least had seen one. 


B. 2-E. Small date, norma}; recut first T of MSTATES. A-1; 0-3; N-55. 
Obv. 2. Perfect occasionally, but more often with some tx state of a 
progressive crack from rim through sero about vertivally through drapery, 
curls, center dot, and cap; later states show the crack extending to 
left base of I, right edge of serif of L and up to border. Still later, 
another crack develops frém rim through tops of TY. On Eliasberg's 
specimen, this break hae expanded into an extremely heavy rim break at 
TY covering all of T and most of Y. 
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Rev. E. UN away from clouds. top of U minutely high, base of T 
slightly low, base of D slightly high, and ED well apart. STA even, 
but TES lower and about even; first 7 in STATES double punched, the 
extra outlines at right and most plainly visible on serifs. Opening in 
clouds a trifle r. of center of E. Bases of AME merged. Top r. corner 
of F and top of K f nal F in AMERICA touch or practically touch denticles. 
3rd and 6" stars touch clouds above. First star would touch cloud but its 
northwest point is too slort. Faint touch of double punching on 6 star. 
6", 11% and 13" stars about in a straight line, the 11% a trifle high as 
usual. Leaf tip about touches base of I below left edge of tm upright. 
fartio mnail; Sefioate and free, first (lowest) nearly centered below 
left base of A. Often with light straight crack through rim, E of 
AMERICA (passing through middle serif), top left leaf, third from bottom 
feather; later, this crack extends thragh horizontal stripes of shielf 
(azure), left corner (dexter chief point), wing, L, first feather, wingtip 
to border. This crack is very similar to that described for reverse F. 
R=4y low. Probably the least rare 1804. Gaylord 290 was a specimen 
of the scarce perfect dies. Melish 1879, ex Ryder, showed an intermediate 
dte/ etates Melisn 1880 and many others, later states. Judd 47 was one Ser 
the nest known, gem unc. Cf. also Beli II 577, WGC 339 and possibly 
340° (though mysteriously the reverse is supposed to be perfect die--it 


is ttop indistinctly illustmrated to allow anything to be deduced). 


j ae 
i ype III. So-oalled small 180, large 4; actually, normal 180 with 


Bit out 4. | 

| ‘3. $-B. Double owt 4; first 7 in STATES recut, ghost leaf at Cc. 
Andy 0-55 N-57. | 

j Ovv. 3. 5,a11 numerals as before; 4 first punched too low, resting 
on vorder, then corrected, the second cutting high, away from 0, @and 
eaning right, ite top touching drapery. 8" slar very close to cap, ” 
‘to Y, touching top and almost touching base of Y. 


vel aN 
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Rev. E. First T in STATES recut; ghost leaf at C. 6", 117% and 
13% stars almost in straight line. Pinal A touches claw. Cracked as 
described in 2-E, on all specimens; this crack is sonetines heavy and 
always plainer than in 2-E, 

R=-5. Melish 1881 and IX 1883; WGC 338 and some others. Discovery 
that reverses E and Ff are so similar and apparently come cracked similarly 
hes cast doubt on the identity of Straus 1562 and lot 741, NN 54™ sale. 
The buyers of these coins should check them against the descriptions here. 


B. 3-F. D,uble cut 4; E first T not recut, leaf at C normal, A 
free of claw. A-3; 0-2; N-~§61. 

Obv. 3. Perfect and cracked as mentioned in Molish 1882. I have not 
the description of this crack, but seem to remember later states with 
some stage of vertical crack from 1 through cap, curls, and drapery ato 
rim just right of 4. 

Rev. FP. Very similar to reverse E, but differentiable by the follow- 
ing: (1) Piret T in STATES wuxemaktx not recut. (2) Leaf at ¢ normal. 
(3) 6%, 11% and 13% stave in a straight line. (4) Pinal A entirely free 
of claw. Leaf at I touches base just left of center. A tts crack shows 
through rim, 2 of AMERICA, top leaf and shield, similar to early states 
of the crack in 2-E, 

R~6. Melish 1882 and some others. Specimem earlier attributed as 
A-3 should be checked for differences from A-4, above. 


| This obverse die was among a large number discarded by the mint in 
cracked and rusted condition and sold as scrap metal to a stcelworker. 
It was later recovered ani muled with what appears to be the reverse of 
1805 ey also in very rusted condition. Specimens are known only 
in siiver, with plainy xumimt and reeded edges. The plain-edged coins 
may have been intended to bear a reeded edge, kxmmmexn¥¥¥x as some 
with reeded edge show only faint traces of reeding (are they perhaps 
overstruck on quarter dollars or foreign coins?). The extremely poor 


Heo \ | 
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Read only blue & purple water soluble ink. Red is Elmer Sear’s notation. 


1804 $5 rusted dies, ....See NB XVIII:72 below. 


WB’s annot. SC {1957} page 173: Half Eagle. Regular dies. Reeded edge. 
Silver (A.W. 24). ...the above, like those following, were struck from badly 
cracked, rusted and reengraved dies. Records for the reeded edge variety go 
back to 1863. A specimen of the plain edge variety as in the Granberg 
collection, 1919 —: Reeded edge. Copper (a.W. 25). —-:Plain edge. 
‘[...]known from E.H. Adams notebooks|...]now in ANS[...]’ —:Plain edge. 
Tin. ‘[...]J.J. Mickley of Phila. struck the tin pieces in or shortly before 
1878[...|The Mint repurchased these dies from his estate together with 
several others.” 


Breen 2-D described in WB’s copy G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 9/1974:1897, see Bib. 
below. 





HALF EAGLE. Regular dies trial piece. Rievelse! is he rusted die of 1805. 


29. Silver—R.E. (A-W 24) R.7. Restrike. $1500.00. 
30. Silver—P.E. R.7. Restrike. $1500.00. 

31. Copper—R.E. (A-W 25) R.7. Restrike. 

32. Tin—R.7. Restrike. 


16 


Walter Breen’s annotated Judd 3rd. “1804-D Extra Mint.” Questioning 1805 
reverse. See 1803, 1805, 1808. 
NB: WBV#15p.4: For Clapp to Earle inventory see 1798 lower page. 


<<<<<<<<<<<<<Below: be sure this is 1804 Half eagle>>>>>>>>>. 
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If so: write disregard upper left. 


PCA III 2/14/77:292 $1,300.00 “Small 180 over large 180[...]Extremely 
Fine-45. Vertical die breaks on reverse. Ex-Henry Chapman, Jr. at $10.50! 
[...]” Plate. —:293 $1,300.00. “Small date[...]Extremely Fine-45. Die break 
in center front rim below and thru 0 in date to right of L in LIBERTY to rim. 
Heavy rim break at TY, covering all of T and most of Y[...]Die break on 
reverse thru E in AMERICAJ...]” Plate. —:294 $500.00. “Small date. Very 
Fine-35. Retooled center obverse at cheek where traces of “X” are still 
visible. Rev. T in UNITED recut{...]” —“‘295 575.00. “Small 180 over Large 
180[...]Very Fine-35. “Solder stain on edge over LI where loop 
removed|...]Two very noticeable vertical die breaks on reverse[...]’’. 


Compare Harry Bass Collection below. Annotation. WB. 


G. \& rubs on high parts of obverse. N getwal signs of circulation. A nice type coin. 









351 1804 Small 8 over large 8. Recut 1 and lower part of larger 0 gtill visible. Choice 
Uncirculated with mint bloom. Rare this nice. | f*] +e AS 


352 1804 Small date variety. Die break through O in date. Faint reverse die break from rim to 
rd tip of arrows. One tiny rim nick over Y. Nicely to pay Spare About Upcirculated. 





353 1804 Small date. Die break through O in date and dig bgeak reverse E In AMERICA to 
edge of shield. Sharp Extremely Fine. or of Vv y 


1804 Normal date. Brilliant Uncirculated with prooflike surface on reverse. ey “% ing yie at 
ae ean se 


in obverse field with traces of proof lustre. A beautifully toned specimen. 


WB’s annot. K 1/75:351-4 above. 


See Bib. below for description in WB’s copy Breen 2 6/75:343 B. 1-B ‘AU’. 
B. 1-A —:344 also. 
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1805 


Mintage reported as 33,183. Though the deliveries fall into four 
widely separated groups, not much xseems apparent about the correlations 
of these groups--if any--whkk= with the major varieties of the date. 
These major ¥HE+BEi22"are entirely in the obverses. Reverses are very 
difficult to tell apart. Deliveries: 

woe tt, Te Ba 

; 


335 

, 386 March 16 2,494 
337 March 23 1,511 
338 March 30 164 
341 April 19 208 
348 June 13 1,215 


356 Sept. 4 10,137 
357 Sept. 11 9,849 


358 Sept. 19 590 
365 Dec. 11 921 
366 Dec. 14 1,244 
367 Dec.221 2,359 


One may conjecture that the Wide Dete, Imperfect 1 varieties--all quite 
rare¥--belong to the 8,083 struck from March 12 to June 13 inclusive, 
and that the Close D-te, Perfect 1 varieties--which constitude the 

vast majority of this date--belong to the 25,100 struck between Sept. 

4 and Dec. 21 inclusive. I have not yet seen enough 1805's to determine 
if the ratio tm thus indicated--Close Dates about three times as fre- 
quent as Wide Dates--corresponds to the actual frequency found in 
colglections. It would not be too far away from that, however, to judge 
by available and identifiable auction records. 

All reverses have the following in common: (1) Parthest left 
arrowhead very close to right base of N. (2) U very close to bunch of 
arrowsx and claw. (3) Small D as formerly and as in some 1806 reverses. 
(4) Final A a little high and running into claw. (5) Berry somewhere 
under left stand of A. (6) Leaf ending around left upright of I (there 
is variation in how close to I this leaf extends). (7) 2nd, 7” and 12” 
stars form an approximate straight line, but themzre is variation in how 
close 7" star is to 12%. (8) T's lack their left bases as in 1803-4. 


f 
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Group One. Wide dates, left base of 1 in date missing. 

B. 1-A. Clapp 3. Star almost touches curl. 

Obv. 1. Wide date, evenly spaced. First star very close to curl, 
uuekxieasxkkemnearly touching the curl; 8” star distant from cap¥¥i-- 
nearly its own diameter away; 9“ star not sum touching Y and tkexbase 
of Y is well away from the star; 13" star very close to drapery but not 
touching. I, date, 1 partly merges with curl at top, most of top of 
5 is in drapery but punched above drapery. I have a descriptizon of 
a later state of this die in which Sx8ke@¥naxe appeared from rim to B, 
curls, face, neck, drapery and border right of 5, and another crack 
shows from 8“ star to cap, through curls to nose. I cannot now verify 
this reference. 

Rev. A. D distant from E and wing. 10% and 11“ stars well apart, 
others in that row evenly spaced, IO¥\StA¥xkmaxetexextex?? unusually 
close together. The leaf is very close to left upright of I but not 
quite touching. Tops of NITE well apart and more distant than usual. 
The reference to cracked obverse die state MW mentions this as coming 
also with a rim break over final *. 

R-6, possibly R-7, and may be a full R-7. Gaylord 293. Its 
absence in Melish is significant. 


B. 2=B. Adams 5; Clapp 1; Newcomer 67. Date 1 8 05. 
Obv. 2. Very wide date, unevenly spaced 1 8 Os. /ihe's leaniur te 

right. First and 8” stars about equally close to curl and cap, the 8” 

perhaps a triflez closer; both stars are about haif therir own diameter 

or a trifle less away from the devices, and alk stars sukxisft are well 

in away from border. 9" star has tk a poiknt very close to top serif 

of Y and a point close to skmbase of Y; 13” star moderately close to 

@rapery. In date, 1 and 5 toukch devices; x#@% serif of 1 is buried 

in curl, tip of 5 touches drapery without penetrating it very far. 
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Foz 
Rev. B. Very similar to reverse A. The major differences: (1) D is 


much closer to wing, about the thickness of its right curve away. (2) 
Base of E close to left tip of D, more so than gin rev. A, (3) ES in 
STATES widely spaced. (4) Opening in clouds below E in STATES more towards 
center of E or aminutely right, while in rev. A it is apparently very 
slightly left of center. (5) 9% and 10” stars closer together than others 
in that row. (6) Leaf almost touches I under left edge of upright, closer 
to that letter than in rev. A. (7) NIT closer together at tops than in 
reverse A. 

R=6, but muchless rare than the 1-A. mWGC 541; Melish 1887; & #1 
in ANS 1914.This is the mmig Wide Date, Imperfect 1 variety most often 
seen, and even it is rare. 

G-oup Two. Close date, perfectly formed taller B 1. 

B. 3-B. Stars touch clouds at four points; 0 F widely spaced. 

Not in Clapp. . 

Obv. 3. Closely spaced date, the 1 taller than before and perfectly 
fbrmed with both lower serifs and left serif long. (One may assume 
that the replacement of snbignas pmmtuee for half-eagles came about as 
inspection disclosed too many chipped ones, perhaps about the same time 
that it happened on the cents.) Curly tail to R, its tip pointing up; 
perfectly formed Y, unlike any preceding. I describe this die in detail 
to distinguish it from the Rusted Die, from which I do not recall having 
seen impressions in gold, but which may also have been uséd on regular 
mintages. First star distant from curl, more than its own diameter 
away; two points of 8” star very close to cap, nearly touching; two 
points of 9" star touch Y; 13% star touches drapery. Peak of 1 touches 
curls; top of 5 bullied in @rapery, and the 5 leans twfta little left com- 
pared with the other digits. Corner of this 5 nearly touches zero. 

Rev. B. As above. Distinguished from other reverses with this obv. 
by having first, 3rd, 4" and 6" stars touching clouds; 0 F widely spaced. 

High R-6. Cf. WGC 342; Melish 1890 and 1891 (latter with rim break 

ae oa 





J-37 restrike. 
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3-B: 4inm SL. 





P63 
over U); #3, ANS 1914. 


B. 3-C. Stars mostly free of clouds. 

Obv. 3. | 

Rev. C. Apparently on heavy strikes 3rd and 4" stars touch clouds, 
just barely; on lighter strmikes, all six top stars are free of clouds. 
In other respects similar to reverse B, I describe this die from the 
two rexcords belowk; I have not lately seen an impression from it. 

R-7. #2, ANS 19143, where it is claimed that all six top stars are 
free of clouds. Compare Melish 1888, in which only two stars--3#d and 
4%..just touch clouds, 


B. 3=D. G&D practically touches wing; OF close; TE in STATES close 
at tops and bases. A~3; C-2; N-65. 

Obv. 3. Now sometimeé with crack from rim through zero, drapery, 
neck, cheek, hair and cap. 

Rev. D. Differs from preceding dies in the following: (1) First 
through 5" stars inclusive touch clouds. (2) Opening in clouds under 
a point slightly r. of center of E. (3) D almost touches both border and 
wing. (4) 12" star touches scroll. (§) E in STATES leans to mright, both 
top and bottom serifs exceptionally close to T. (6) STATES practically 
rests on clouds. (7) Base of I above that of R, and all letters in RICA 
lean to right. 

R-5, possibly R-4. Cf. Melish 1889, Gaylord 294, Bell II 579, 
Guggenheimer 370, Geiss 1660, Feb. 1960 Schulman-EKreisberg sale, lot 
2700, “Cicero” 104, etc. This is by far the commonest variety of the 
date. 

Rusted Die. Impressions are known in silver and tin, uniface and 
with a badly rusted die similar to D, and reportedly mtkk muled with one 
or more of the Dickeson eagle-on-shield dies. They are thought to have 
been among the dies discarded by the mint as scrap metal and sold in 
1816/7 to Juseph J. Mickley. 
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1805 die trial. White metal, 217.5 grains, uniface obverse. Rusted die, 
suggesting outside Mint product. V.M.Brand to Judd  coll’s.. 








1805 Close Date. Annot. 517: Ill. is Norweb:752, EF+, ex J.B. Wilson:17 (T. 
Elder 10/5/1908), Holden. Left base 1 weak. Rev. D, early: no break U to 


rm. 


Ill. is Wide Date. Imperfect 1. Breen 1-A, C-3. This coin has obverses die 
shattered. See 3-C description in Bib. WB’s copy G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 
9/1974:1898. 


Ill. is Wide Date. Imperfect 1. Breen 2-B, A-5, C-1. 
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Ill. is Close Date. Perfect 1. Breen 3-D, 
Compare base N with arrow. 
Close Date, 3 varieties. 


Same origin. White metal. 1805 





HALF EAGLE. Obv. Badly rusted regular die on large planchet, white metal. 


1805 
QUARTER DOLLAR. Regular dies trial piece. 
35. Copper—R.E. R.7. Restrike. 


HALF EAGLE. Regular dies trial piece. 
36. Silver—R.7. Restrike. 
37. Copper—R.7. Restrike. 
38. Tin—R.7. Restrike. 


Y 





1806 


CENT. Oby. Regular die of the quarter dollar of the year. Rev. Die of the cent of 
1807. Restrike mule. 


38a. Copper—P. E. Overstruck on a cent of later years. Restrike. Probably 


unique. 
| 1808 
HALF EAGLE. Mule of the regular obverse die with the regular reverse die of 5 





03: 
. Silver—R.E. (A-W 27) R.7. Restrike. 
40. Silver—P.E. (A-W 28) R.7. Restrike. $1500.00. 
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Walter Breen’s annotated Judd 3rd. “All of these may have been made 
outside the Mint.” See also 1803, 1804, 1808. 


BMM 3/23/48:2597 $5.00. “1805 Obverse, type of regular issue, but struck 
from rusted dies. Reverse, eagle standing on rock in plain field. Uncirculated. 
Very scarce. Not in AW.” 


For additional information found in Adams NB’s and Newcomer’s inventory 
see WB’s original ms. in Bibliography below. 


Sa *- SSA ea See 
Se ™ Qe ie 





See 1803/2 above, 2nd obv.. Shared reverse. A(TES) large, A(MERIC)A 
smaller. 

NB 100:173-4. 

NB: WBV#15p.5: For Clapp to Earle inventory see 1807 lower page. 

PCA III 2/14/77:296 $2,000.00. “Very Fine-35. Wide Date, left base of 1 in 
date missing. Faint edge bruise over R in LIBERTY and another over 3rd and 
4th stars on left and on reverse there is a minor bruise on edge in front of last 
A on AMERICA. Few old file adjustment marks on shield visible under 
magnification|...]|” Plate. 

WB’s SC {1957}: ‘[...]Regular dies. Plain edge. Silver.’—: Copper. —: Tin. 
Struck from rusty dies. It is almost certain that these and the following mules 
were not mint products. 1805 Half Eagle Mule. Obv. As preceding. Rev. 
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Eagle on full U.S. Shield. Copper. —:As preceding. Rev. Eagle on rock. 
Copper. “Dies rusty[...]copper[...Jmay exist in white metal[...]’ —: As 
preceding|...|series of four similar items discovered by Dr. M.W. Dickenson 
of Phila. about 1860. [...Jnewly cut rev.:TRIAL PIECE DESIGNED FOR 
UNITED STATES CENT. [...]die actually discarded patterns of revenue 
stamps|[...]’ 

OC NN 1952 ANA:585 “Almost perfect Uncirculated. [...]” Sold to Coal 
$43. See Bib. below. 

Compare Harry Bass Collection below. Annotation. WB. 


Ant ene eure SAWANe TT SRES SEEN VS PEUUE BUDLESs (2 UTEULMUMY LUTICU SPCCIMEN, | GS 
355 1805 Briliand Uncirculated. A beautiful specimen with frosty reverse and almost prooflike 
obverse. Variety with faint die break connecting 18 in date, all stars on left, and 


QiA ay +. and faintly noted connecting three top stars on right. Greatly in demand. 


356 1805 _ Brilliant Uncirculated with light adjustment marks across cheek. A very rare specimen 
® 38. struck from rusted die, evident between LI and with vertical die break from rim 
through center of 0 in date through cap. First time we have ever seen this variety. 


r- 








WB’s annot. K 1/75: 355-6 above. 


B. 3-C described in detail in WB’s copy Breen 2 6/75:345 ‘AU/U’ in Bib. 
below. 


Elder 10/1908:17 Small scratch in left field. F. $6.90 Chapman. 
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1806 


POINTED TOP 6. EE 
Stars 8 + 5. Small D & A. ae ae Ses 





ROUND TOP 6. 
Stars 7 + 6. Large D & A. STATES. 


1806 


Mintage reported as 64,093. Quarterly reports give: 
1st 5,930 : 
2nd 


3rd 

4th 17,658 

Botimates have been made that the mintage of the first half year 
comprised the Rex various gest varieties of Type I, with pointed 6 and 
stars 8 + 5, and that the mintage of the second half year comprised the 
Knobbed 6 coins with stars 7+ 6. I do not have presently available the 
complete breakdown on deliveries for this year; they can be found in 
Bullion Journal "BY (1805-1812) in the National Archives, however, and 
possibly some documentation is available on the type change. mango eg 





reason, the star arrangement has brought very little attention from 
lectors for this date, and as a result the really rare Type I's have 
gone begging. The comparable difference in 1799 silver doliars has, 
on gthe other hand, elevated a merely scarce variety into one of the 
more coveted American silver coins, and the 1799 with stars 8 + 5 has 
as a result realized enormous prices in the upper condition ranges. 
Half eagles of Type I invariably comez with weak centers. It is 
conjectured that the senile coining press used to make them was the 
same one which wis recorded to have broken down in this year, limiting 
cent coinage. I identified this press as the old mmkt one sold to the 





eol~ 
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Mint by Mrs. Hemnah Ogden of Elizabethtown, N.J., widow of Matthias 

Ogden the coiner of Jersey cents; this press had been in use since 

1786 and xa was therefore by fer the oldest one in the Mint. Its several 
travels had probably mkt helped shorten its useable life, as well. The 
same press would have been used to make cents, quarter dollars and half 
eagles, as their diameters were not greatly different in this period. 

One other very impprtant variable in establishing a usable emission 
sequence of varieties in this year is the punch used for the D in 
UNITED. Earlier dies for quite a few years showed a eomparatively enall 
D. Iast dies of 1806, together with those of 1807first design, show a 
much larger D, Xm taller and broader than the adjacent E. The Knobbed 
6 coins, as expected, show large D. 

Type I. Stars 8 + 5, pointed 6 as in quarter dollars. Thought to 
comprise the 9,676 of the first half year, en ee 
tage of the second half year. 

First Group. Small D. MXHB Lo fi. 

B. I-A. Wide date, first star practicelly touches curl and second 
star. A~3; C-3; N-70. 

Obv. 1. Widely spaced date, peak of 1 and top ozf 6 touching 
curl and drapery. First two stars almost touch each other, first also 
practically touches curl; 8 star moderately close to cap; 9* away from 
Y; *3™ has two points close to drapery; stars widely spread. Perfectly 
formed TY. Stekwemixbrtkextettekkek. 

Rev. A./teng stems Only 10 aprove, the farthest one extending to 
below left upright of I. OF well above cmlouds. Small A in STATES. 

12% star free of veak and scroll. Opening in clouds below a little right 
of center of base of E in STATES. Berry under r. base of left foot of A. 
R-6, but one of the more often seen varieties of this type. Cf. 

WGC 3445 Gaylord 297; Melieh 1894. /h.. i. #/ » ANS 19/4. 
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Of f 
b¢ 
Ke wide A in STATES. 
Second Group. Large PD in UNITED;/ Short stems. 


B. ZEXI1 1-3. Wide date, first star practically touches curl and 
second stars; with large D and short stem. C-4. 

Obv. 1. 

Rev. B. Large D as on all to follow. Short stem. Thirteen arrows, 
the farthest one extending to a point opposite right upright of I, another 
‘about touching right corner of N. 12” star apparently just free of beak 
and touches scroll. Opening in clouds under r. upright of E. KX Leaf 
touches left Yase of I. Berry under left stand of left foot of A. UNI 
roe) ga at tops. CA touch or practically touch at bases. OF rests on 

R-7. Known only from mWilson 52. (Data from Clapp.)May be R-8. 


B, 2=B. Closest date, 6 buried in bust, 0 almost touching both 6 and 
drapery. Aq5; C=2; N=72. 

Obv. 2. Very closely spaced date, 1 touching curl and imperfect at 
base as on the earlier 1805's; much of top stroke of 6 gamburied in drapery; 
06 practically touch, the zero also practically touching drapery. First 
star about a millimeter from curl, which is moderately distant; 8” star 
almost touches cap with two points; 9° star very close to Y; 13% star 
close to drapery; all stars left very close together. Perfect TY. 

Rev. B. 

R=6. Gaylord 298; Bell II 5813 gx apparently Melish 1895; #2, AND 1914 


B. 3-C. Dete 1 80 63 arrow extend only below N. 

Obv. 3. Unevenly spaced date, 1 80 6, 1 touching or practically touch- 
ing curl and leaning to right; top of 6 in drapery; zero high. Defective 
TY as in 1803-4 coins. First and 8 stars about equally close to curl and 
caps 9" close to Y; 13 away from drapery. Pictured in the Guidebook. 

Rev. gC. Similar to rev. B, but opening in clouds below left tip of 
left base of E; arrows extend only to a point minutely r. of r. upright of 


N and below r. serifs; ER high and lean right. 
R-6, possibly R-7. Cf. lot 370, Oct. 1957 Coin Oc.lleries mail sale. 


Page 140 of 222 





B. 3=D. Date 1 80 6; arrows extend to under I. 


Obv. 3. 

Rev. D. Similar to C, but wm arrows extend to below base of I. I 
do not have a@ more complete description of this piece, and have not 
seen it. 

R-8. This is #5, ANS 1914. It probably went from Woodin to Newcomer, 
Green, axtxiaxmuky subsequently dropping out of sight. 


B. 4-E. 1 free of curls 11 arrows and a disconnected head. 

Obv. 4. Differs from all other Pointed 6 dies in having 1 free of 
curl. I do not have a complete description of thie obverse, as I have 
not seen it recently enough to remember it in full detail. 

Rev. E. Same die as found on the usual Knobbed 6 coins. Eleven 
arrows and a disconnected head, the latter near r. corner of N; arrows 
do not extend to below I. Irregular UNITED: NIT successively lower, 
farther from borders; ED very close and successively higher, top of E 
notably above right top of T. STATES widely spaced with first T leaning 
minttely to left. Opening between clouds below left tip of E. 12” star 
touches or about touches beak and scroll. Leaf tip touches or practically 
touches base of I under left upright. Berry below r. base of left foot 
of A. 

R-7, possibly R-8. Melish 1896 ex Zerbe; #4, ANS 1914. 


TyPe II. Knobbed 6; stars 7 + 6. 

B. 5-E . Knobbed 6, stars 7 + 6. A-1; N-1; N-68. 

Obv. 5. Only the one die seen of this type. Moderately closely 
spaced date, smaller than on Pointed 6 coins. Smaller stars then before. 
First star very far from curl, 8" far from cap, 9" away from Y, 13” very 
close to drapery; (Jakeut eile curl. First two stars spaced apart, 
others very close together. Geiss 1662; Geiss 1663 claims that 1 firmly 
touches curl, but I have seen no coin answering this description. Possibly 
heavy strikes from new dies would show this feature. 


XIMP: See Bibliography below for WB’s original ms.: Adams corrections. 
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Rev. E. Perfect, usually. Later inpressions show progressive 
wear. Still later, arrowhead nearest to center of N disappears (die 
reground?), there are many rust pits, and several fine cracks develop 
in legend. , 

R-2. This is by far the commonest of the 1806's, and it is one 
of the commonest of all Bust Fight half-eagles. Possibly R-1. It forms 
about 9/10 of the 1806's offered for sale at auction, mail bid sales, 
fixed price lists, and convention bourses. I have seen as many as five 
in the same dealer's stock at the same time. Quite a few gem uncirculated 
specimens survive, and they are too difficult to tell apdért to mmkinx 
make pedigree tracing profitable. 

There may not impossibly be momre than one die variety. Not many 
collectors look at the reverses of their 1806 Knobbed 6%s. I did not 
do so until brought up short by minor discrepancies such as tk= Geiss 
1662-63 (mentioned under obverse) and WGC 343 vs. Miami-F.U.N. 554. 

The discrepancies probably result from heavier or lighter strikes or 
from imperfections in the photographic processes used. 

Unverified rumors have it that a rusted die of 1806 also survived 
and escaped the mint along with those of 1803, 1804, 1805 anfd 1808. 

I cannot comment on these other than to point to page 221 of Judd's 

book on patterns, Appendix A ("Die Trials", where for 1806 is listed 
"Half Eagle. Obv. regular die, white metal." If a heading "s1808" 

had been omitted by typographical error, that would perhaps dispose of 
the rumor; since the 1808 half eagmle obverse is known in badly rusted 
state, gmuled with a reverse of the 1805 period, found also with the 

1805 obverse, and uniface trials are known of the 1805, possibly 

uniface trials might be known &a of the 1808 as well. I have never heard 
of any xwusuaittet 1806 restrikes or mulings of the half-eagle denomination. 
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PCA III 2/14/77:297 $2,100.00. “Round top 6. Mint State-65. Gem 
Uncirculated[...]” Plate. —:298 $2,100.00. “Round top 6. Mint State-60. 
“{...] Very minor rub or slide mark on cheek and high point of turban]... ]” 
Plate. —:299 $2,500.00. “Round top 6. Mint State-60. [...]Faint adjustment 
file marks center obverse across hair and part of cheek. Rev. Faint die break 
at N and a trifle flat struck bottom left portion of wing next to shield[...]” 
Plate. —:300 $950.00. “Round top 6. Choice Extremely Fine-45. File 
adjustment marls obliterate the beading along left border from 7 to 10 
o’clock[...]” Plate. —:301 $900.00.”Round top 6. Toned Extremely Fine-40. 
A trifle weak struck at vertical lines in shield and very faint file adjustment 
marks across portion of the shield[...]” Plate. 

Elder 10/1908:18 Knobbed 6. VF. $7.00 Chapman. —:19 VG. $8.50 Worth. 





New: Type I. 
Kenderick 9/16/1909, N:753. NB_ 198 _. Stars 8 + 5. 
Serif T(ES) missing. Left base 1 missing (see 1805), 

top serif in curl. Pointed 6 imbedded in drapery. L _.seqgmpeeeete Rie 
touches cap. First star touches curl, very close .< “um 3 4. Fo 
to star 2. Star 8 distant from cap. In date base 
1 low, 8 higher, 0 low, 6 higher. Stars 9 & 13 
about equidistant from Y, & bust. Rev.: NI § 
about touch. Stars 1-6 only #2 does not 
touch clouds. Arrows at base of N defective. 


=> 
OS a See i ew 8 
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A (TES) leans right. Leaf touches bases RI; leaf touches base C, claw grasps 
A. See Bib. below for WB’s annot NN #47:1433 EF. 


Beck 1:357 (1/1975) New obv., similar to B-3. 

1 top in curl, left serif base gone; 6 in bust, high base. 

Rev.: Large letter left serif base T(Y) gone. 

Ex. DiBello:881 (5/1970). HB. WB: unseen. 

PCA III “Beck” 2/14/77:302 $1,150.00. “Pointed top 6. Stars 8 and 5S. 
Lustrous About Uncirculated-50. Fairly well struck, except at head of eagle 
and portion of motto[...]” Plate. —:303 $1,200.00. “Pointed top 6. Stars 8 
and 5. Toned About Uncirculated-50. Die break connecting all 8 stars on left 
to 1 in date. Very faint bruise over third star on right. Trifle weak struck 
centers. Rev. Large D, short stem. Edge bruise over I in UNITED and traces 
of adjustment marks on shield[...]’Plate. —:304 $905.00. “[...]Extremely 
Fine-45[...]Weak struck center reverse at eagle’s head and portion of motto 
with faint file adjustment marks crossing at center[...|” Plate. 

NN 47:1433 “1806. Pointed 6; stars 8x5. Ex. Fine plus, but weakly struck 
from worn dies so that center of devices do not show. Adjustment marks upon 
obverse. Ex Elder; marked “Unc.” by Mr. Clarke.” $42.00. 

NB: WBV#15p.5: For Clapp to Earle inventory see 1807 lower page. 

KS 4/3-4/59: “Pointed top 6. Almost Extremely Fine[...]”. —:2651 
“[...]Round top 6. Very Fine. [...]”. 

Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 





357 1806 Pointed top 6. Variety with large wide A in STATES. Choice Extremely Fine with 
much lustre. Scarce. ©. | AP ade + a 


358 1806 Round top 6 (the knobbed 6). Choice Brilliant Uncirculated with some proof lustre. 
Stars somewhat flat struck. Reverse sharp struck. Scarce this nice. — 


359 1806 _ Round top 6. A lovely frosty Uncirculated specimen. Truly a magnificent coin with 
hardly any marks on the surfaces. One tiny nice on rim above second A in 


AMERICA. A premium coin ~~ _ 
360 1806 Round top 6. Brilliant “ergy Quite ae struc i? oY iar centered. Nicer 

than usually spen.@¥ Fhe flaw NV - 2? 
361 1806 Round top 6. Brilliant Uncirculated with faint sae marks on face and over 

ERT in LIBERTY. Beautiful mint bloom. Very scarce. ¢ A 


362 1806 Round top 6. A trifle soft struck. Choice Uncirculated with minimum of bag marks. 
It will be many years before a variety such as this comes on the market again. We 


suggest you bid high to Gs! yr-c kh —_— 
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SNe WVMANOWAASWNdW MANO 
i MN Od NVMUNOWAASN Nd NVM 
ra sAFTSWNdNVMYNOWAASNNd 
AVE NOWAFTSWNdNVMUNOWAS 


= 
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1807 


Ill. is 1-A. 


ss gations aboust this date seem to have been plagued with typographical 








Mintage reported as 84,093. Quarterly reportdé and earlier publi- 


errors. J.R.Snowden, in his 1860 Mint Manual, relying probably on 
documerts not now preserved, assigned September 30 as the time of 


changeover from the Scot design 2x with bust facing r. to the Reich/ 


Persico design with bust left, and quoted 33,496 and 50,597 as the 


respective mintage figures. ne EE rr ear ae 
We themenstet tenet oeet tor at ae OE ane 
sontanbabieeed.) John Reich, designer and mmint engraver following 


; Scot, was 


reecued from servitude by some Mint official whose name I 


b have forgotten, and taken into the Mint's employ as of at 1, 1807... 






rrniarte 


It ia, then, altogether likely that Snowden's division ts A orrect; 
Reich would have had his hands full until well into the summer merely 
in multiplying dies of the previous designs, for the Mint's large 
coinages of I elf-dollars. Deliveries: 


Dates Half Eegies 
Feb. 6696 
Merch 5492 
March 26 2828 
May 23 5473 

28 4960 
June by 3559 
iat. to ihe 
Dec. Pa 35638 


Evidently Snowden took the last two deliveries as contkuzaining 


the bust left coins, but he must have made errors in addition or his 
printers must have made typographical errors. The totals, from these 
deliveries quoted in Bullion J$urnal "3B" and confirmed in bullion 
ledgers for the period, seem to be 352,488 and 51,695. 


This aatex shares with 1806 the peculiarity that its scarcer 


first ees with lower mintage, exists in a large number of die vari~- 
aa “eties, whereas dts commoner second type comes in only.one variety. 


‘ 
+ 
+> Say ¥ 
t fa, * a 
(et . 
ees : > 
m t she ‘+ . , 
- 2 eke ©) > = 
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3 
Of the bust right type there are ide from four obversexand 
three reverse dies, onzly one cf them et all often seen. 

Firet Design. SBust right. 

Type I. Small cate and stars; xruxx gmail rev. stars. 

B. 1-A. Small date end stars; distant g1; smell rev. stare, 
loweet outer leaf *ollow. Clapp 1. 

Obv. 1. Date in emell numerals, spaced 1 807 (sufficient to 
identify the die at long range); smzkk the small numerals are similar 
to those found on the 1806 with knobbed 6 and are the same size as, or 
possibly slightly less tall than, the letters in LIBERTY. Small stars, 
possibly slightly less in maximum diameter (point to point) than the 
digits. 

Revs As) ‘Sepld reverses stews oc 1x 1006;/lemmbifiale immeliately 
by having lowest outer leaf--that at C--hollow, a mere thin outline. 

U is low, NI nearly touch, D is slightly high. Leaf mruns into left 
part of base of I. imkaxy On most impressions there is a rim break 
over T of UNITED touching that letter. leter, the rim break extends 
over corner of E, and another break develops touching D. Obverse is 
not as yet broken. 

R-3. The only nearly common 1807 with bust right; the majority 
of specimens seen fof this design are from these dies. Compare 
WGC 345-6 (early and late), Melish 1897-99 and 1906, Bell © II 582, 
etc., etc. 


Type II. Small date and stars; large rev. stars. 
Xe y prem rev. stars, 
-B, 1-B. Small date s¥ and stars; distant g1;/etemless leaves. 
Clapp 2; Newcomer 80. 
’ oOpv. 1. Now usually with a rim break touching B in LIBERTY. 
‘Rev. B. Large rev. stars as on all to follow, these stars gmuch 
taller than motto ribbon, and more than half the height of letters. 
Leaves stemless and welded directly to the thick branch stem. Letters 


2 


‘ 


eee nee «on: 


ea. 
“ sb 
‘ x . P \ : 4 e a > a . ~_ —<- 


4-C:3 mS... 
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y; 
in UNITED closely spaced, mostly ni to right, and flush against 
border. First 8 in STATES too low; all letters in this word likewise 
lean somewhet to right, the left base of each letter higher than #r. 
base of ite left-hand neighbor. Leaf at I not touching that letter and 
Pi lb pda een of base. Be about under center of A. 6%, 

R-5, yeuatany ht. "ete “Go 3 7 emi Melish 1900, tu) Lt 365; NN 49* sale. 

B. 2-3. Small evenly spaced date, small stars; xuxx large rev. 
stars, stemless leaves. OC, app 5. 5. 

Obv. 2. Small date, evenly and rather closely spaced. Head rather 
lightly habbed into die; lmwowest curl thin, only barely touching 1. 
7 distant from drapery. 

Rev. B. Now susually with clash marks from obverse. 


R-6. Cf. WGC 348 and Melish 1903. 


B. 2-C. Small even date, small stars; large rev. stars, spine 
from leaf to I. Clapp 4. , 

Obv. 2. 

Rev. C. Large rev. stars, somewhat differently arranged from those 
in reverse B. 6%, 11% and 13% are not quite in a straight line, the 
11" being high. 1st, 7" and 2nd are just about in a right angle, forming 
tiitie :pexucre of a square. Letters more regularly placed, and not 
leaning right nor go close to border. TED secm slightly higher than 
UNI. Spine from nearest leaf runa into I. 

R-6, and rarer than preceding. Melish 1904. 


Type TIT. Small date, milarge stars obv. end rev. 
B. 3-C. Small date spaced 1 & 07, stars spread apart; xex. 


large rev. stars, spine from ieaf to I. fot in Clapp. 

Obv. 3. Ip, date, small numerais, widely spaced except 07 which 
are too close together, producing 1 8 07. The 1 just barely touched 
curl. Stars are larger than on previous dies and are very widely 
spaced, more so than on any other die save for the pointed-6 obverse — 


~— 


Ill. is 1-A, ...lowest leaf hollow... 
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C7E— 
wibh all stars spread maxx? except first two. 
Rev. GS. 
R~7. Melish 1901, ex Ryder; oviginally from a Lyman Low sale in 
1916. I have seen one or two others, and that is all. 


Type IV. Large date. 

B. 4-C, Large date, 1 and 0 recut. Clapp 3. 

Obv. 4. Larger numerals than on preceding dies, filling the space 
between bust and border. The 7 small compared to 180. Plein double 
punching on 1 and 0. Stars are fairly large. 

Rey. C. 

R-5. Melash 1902, 1905; WEC 349 (7); mlot 979, NN Sist sale; etc. 


XIMP: See Bibliography below on WB’s original ms. for additional 
information concerning Adams NB’s. 





Ill. is Small date. Large stars. Breen 1-B, C-2. 

NN 47:1434. “Head right. Small date; large stars upon reverse. Brilliant Unc. 
Weakly struck at right wing of eagle; faint adjustment or file marks upon the 
obverse. Shattered obverse die. Like lot 1432 above, [see 1798 above] from 
dealer MacAllister.” 
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Ill. is Large date. Large stars. Breen 4-C, C-3. 
NB: WBV#15p.5 
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Clapp to Earle inventory. 
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RitA: WB found mintage figures American State Papers of Finance II. 


Compare Harry Bass Collection below. 


“we? 


365 1807 Bust right. A beautiful Brilliant Uncirculated pesind Not flawless due to ao 


minor obverse nicks. Considerable proof surfaces. Ex-H. Champan, Jr., envelope and 
ticket with lot. Qieg k 


366 1807 Bust right. Brilliant Uncirculated. Nice appearing variety with two unfinished leaves 
on stem. Scarce this choice. a j A 


367 1807 Bust right. Last year of this scarce type. Nice Extremely Fine with adjustment marks ode 
across center obverse. Recut 1 and 0 in date. Reverse is unmarred. Bp 4 a — : 


WB’s annot. K 1/75:365-67 above. 


B. 1-A described in detail in WB’s copy Breen 2 6/75:347 in Bib. below. B. 
4-C also as above —:348. 


WB’s annotated S(tack’s) 12/59:884 reads: “Lg 18 recut 130-“ see Bib. 
below. 
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Letter Samuel Moore: Liberty Cap device. 
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Very early hand writing; 1948 begins WB’s study. 
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WALTER S&S SCOTT. Auctioneer 


Sale Ceaductet By 
C. MORGENTHAU & CO., Ine. 
Wea shih Sucet New York City 
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HALF EAGLES. 
1795 Close date. Very Fine, proof surface. Rare. 
1798 Large date. Very Fine. 
1800 Fine. Scarce. | 
75 1802 over 1. Ex. Fine. 
1803 over 2. Very Fine. 
1805 Ex. : 
1807 a to Left. Very Fine. 
810 Small Date. Ex, Fine. 
1811 Small 5D. Ex. Fine. 
1813 Ex. Fine. 
> 5 183 1814 Very Fine. Rare. 
1818 Very Fine. Reverse damaged by mounting. V. 
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PUBLIC 
COIN 
AUCTION 


Part Ill 
February 14, 1977 








John A. Beck 
Collection of Rare Coins 
by ivision 
Pittsburgh National Bank 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 





ABNER KREISBERG 
CORPORATION 
Beverly Hills, CA. 


PCA III “Beck” 2/14/1977. Walter Breen’s annotated 
copy. 
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BMM 3/23/48. 


Use descriptions with caution due to BMM’s reputation as dishonest. 
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WB’s KS 4/3-4/59:_. 





LOSU = LOOU AFALA MAE Ly * tem Kreren em Qe eee , 


HALF EAGLES 


eee aE ee ae ee 
1795 Sharp. Extremely fine. Considerable mint lustre. Worth (375.00) PLATE 
asa S Si i = RI NG a ER Bal Pat ei SE TTT 


2647 

2648 1798 Unusual die break from lips to last star. Very Fine (80.00) CD 

2649 1804 Overdate or recut date. 1 and 8 in date over 1 and large 8, Previous owner paid 
90.00 years ago. Extremely Fine. Scarce. Worth over (100.00) — 

2650 1806 Pointed top 6. Almost Extremely Fine (95.00) 


ORDER YOUR PRICE LIST — $1.00 161 


2652 1807 Bust left. Choice Extr 


——— 
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1658 
bas tm 1659 


_/ 1660 


1661 
1662 
1663 
1664 
1665 
1666 
1667 
1668 
1669 
1670 
1671 
1672 
1673 
1674 





Cte ee i ee 


—~ 


1795 


U.S. HALF EAGLES ($5.00 GOLD) 


First year of issue, Small Eagle. A Choice Very Fine. Very Scarce. 


PLATE 


1795 
1796 
1797 


as above but Extremely Fine — 
over 5. About Uncirculated with full mint lustre. Really Choice. PLATE 
15 Star variety. Small Eagle. Has slight dent behind cap. Very Fine. 


PLATE 


1798 
1799 
1800 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1805 
1806 
1807 
i808 
180 

1809 
1810 


Large Eagle. Very Fine |5” / 

Close date, Very Fine a 

Ver Fine 

over 1. Very Fine 

over 2. Extremely Fine 

Large 8 in date. Extremely Fine ).. 
Very Fine CD 

Extremely Fine “” ; 

Pointed 6. Very Fine” \ 

Turban head left. Very Fine S$) ~~~ 
Extremely Fine ~— 

Uncirculated. Choice 

Very Fine~ 
Small date. Tall 5. Very Fine, / 


WB’S S Smith 5/55:_. Above. 
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UNITED STATES GOLD COINS 


The first issues of these conformed exactly to the specifications of the Mint 
Act of April 1792, as did their silver counterparts. None bore any mark of 
denomination before 1807. These, like most of the earliest Mint issues, have 
their classical counterpart as far as design is concerned. The verification for this 
has been recently found in an unexpected quarter. The reverse of the eagle and 
half-eagle of 1795 shows a naturalistic eagle standing on a palm branch and 
holding a wreath of laurel in his beak; the original of this design is a Roman 
(First Century B.C., matching the famous Gemma Augustea) onyx cameo, 
No. 166 in the Vienna Collections, No. 4 in Eichler-Kris’s catalogue of the antique 
cameos in the Kunsthistorisches Museum at Vienna. This shows the eagle stan 
to right, but in attributes and workmanship bears a remarkable resemblance to 
the 1795 die. Later gold dies are less imaginative, simply following the model of 
the silver coins almost exactly. 


Coinage was very limited in the early years for all denominations except 
half-eagles. No eagles were coined between 1805 and 1837 inclusive, apparently 
because of exportation. Quarter-eagles were coined only in small quantities at in- 
frequent intervals, on demand. Even the er pe which for long constituted 
the Mint’s major output along with silver half-do and copper cents, belie 
coinage records in that many dates are extremely rare. The explanation for all 
this is believed to lie in the fact that many millions of dollars in pre-1834 gold 
were returned to the Mint after that time and recoined, being worth more n 
face value. $100 face in old-style gold was worth over $106 in new style gold, 
and unworn specimens in the aggregate would exceed this premium. 


Proof gold coinage began around 1821, that being with one exception the 
earliest date we find. The Mint Cabinet contains both the $5 and $2.50 of this 
year in proof, also 1824 and most later dates except 1849-53 inclusive. The 
exception mentioned is the 1804 eagle with plain 4 in date, and otherwise differing 
considerably from the single variety of the regular issue. There are two roofs 
in gold of this and about five in silver (AW238); no record of them exists ore 
1869, and as early as 1911 the opinion was voiced that these are restrikes. No 
real proofs could have been made before 1817, that being the year in which the 
Mint acquired its hydraulic press and struck off the first proof cents and half- 
dollars, Of proof gold the majority of issues before 1880 are very rare; some 
issues, such as the 1841 quarter-eagle, 1863 quate eae 1883-4 double eagles, 
and the well-known three-dollar pieces, are found only in proof or impaired 
proof condition. 

The 1848 quarter-eagles with CAL over the eagle are property saperinmis 
pieces. The alloy is not that authorized by the Government. The U.S. standard 
since 1837 was (per thousand) 900 parts gold, 33 to 50 parts silver, 67 to 50 parts 
copper. The alloy of California gold, and thus of these quarter-eagles, is ap- 
proximately 888 parts gold to 108 parts silver to 4 parts of various other metals. 
It is easily distinguishable by its brassy color. The CAL stamped on the quarter- 
eagles was evidently done while each coin was in the die, as Proskey says; the 
letters were put in with a punch, and were stamped in by hand, as their placement 
aS somewhat on different coins. One or two are reported in brilliant proof 
condition. . 

This is not the only instance of unconventional gold alloys being used by 
the Mint, for experimental purposes. In the early thirties the Director submitted 
to a Congressional committee a half-dozen pieces of the same $2.50 denomina- 
tion, struck in (1) pure gold, (2) 900 oe 100 silver, (3) 900 gold 100 copper, 
(4) 900 gold 33 silver 67 copper, (5) 900 gold 50 silver 50 copper, (6) 900 gold 
67 silver 33 copper. These pieces were marked above the eagle by small unch- 
marks. The idea was for the Congressmen to decide among them and to authorize 
a mixture of silver and aise to be used in the alloy of gold coins to give them 
a good color. This was authorized in Section 8 of the Mint Act of 1837, some 
five years after the experiments took place. 

A similar experimental alloy was used in the 1836 pattern gold dollars by 
Gobrecht. A few of these were struck in gold with silver alloy, and some more 
were made in the standard gold (AW50). Though Archives records are lacking, 
it would seem that these coins and this denomination were intended for the con- 


{ 133 ] 


na Pl ry po 


SFoOomdD+t>.>sS 


Page 167 of 222 


i 


“Faas ee ey ay 


Ri VY 2 US 


RAVAN KWH AK OF OF OA 


rt 


all 


ip 


WB ‘San notat 


A, 


) 


ers Ay TYVuyTA BA AVR THR AGNI SR Fey yyy 
Pe 


Stand 


CO 


7 28 
IMs 
R Ve 


QO) 
a 
{SE 


UNITED STATES GOLD COINS 


sideration of Congressional committees who were then preparing the Mint 
Act of January 1837, mentioned above. This denomination was the first one 
authorized beyond the original three of the 1792 Mint Act, in any event. Long- 
acre’s designs were accepted, however, instead of the Mint’s using the Gobrecht 
dies which were already at hand. (The Coiner used them to make a three-cent 
silver pattern in 1850.) 


For the various types of heads on the 1849 gold dollars, see under “‘Notes.” 


The first gold dollars coined in 1873 (both Unc. and Proofs) have an almost 
closed 3 ling an 8 and they have sometimes been mistakenly sold as 1878’s. 
The Coiner complained to the Director about the closed 3 and subsequent dies 
= a ey conventional open 3. The closed type is about six times as scarce 
as the open 3. 


Many brass counterfeits (and some in other metals) of the gold dollars, 
and quite a number of $2'% and $5 in other metals including silver, are found and 
offered as “trial pieces”. Several of these are listed in Adams-Woodin, and bear 
dates between about 1848 and 1861. No alleged trialpiece should be accepted un- 
less in proof condition and unless the die work matches the genuine perfectly. 


The other denomination authorized at the same time as the gold dollar, 
namely the double eagle, has an extremely complicated and interesting history, 
which we can only briefly allude to here. The first dies Longacre made were 
disapproved by the Coiner as being of too high relief; the first trials were made 
Dec. 22, 1849, upon which occasion the dies are said to have broken. Longacre 
then Su pie. with the help of an unnamed engraver from New York, a second 
and set of master dies. The first trials in base metal were taken January 12, 

850, and the first few gold (and one silver) strikes January 26, 1850; the same 
complaint was revived, and these dies (undated) were not used for the authorized 
coinage beginning in March 1850, but the third set was. By this time Longacre 
was at his wit’s end. The preceding January, on account of much public reproach 
at not ga the double-eagles, Longacre was threatened with the loss of 
his job; C. C. Wright had already been approached for the Engravership and had 
accepted. Longacre retained his post only by rushing to Washington and en- 
listing some beta assistance. By 1854 the whole incident ended with the 
Coiner’s dismissal. One mystery is: what happened to the other 1849 double- 
eagles besides the Mint specimen? One was sent to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and several were retained by the Director and the Coiner. Moreover, 
the Mint specimen was not from the first die, as it is not in high relief and will 
stack perfectly, which was the complaint against Longacre’s first two attempts: 
herr See not. Thus either the Coiner was lying, or the ‘1849’ was made 


In 1861 a reverse die made by A. C. Paquet was accepted for regular use on 
the double le. Its distinctive feature is tall narrow lettering. The die is found 


on two coins from the Philadelphia mint (and on a few patterns dated 1859-60). 


and 6n a few S mint examples. The die was found unsuitable after these coins 
had been struck at Philadelphia and the Director sent orders to the branch mints 
countermanding its use. This order did not reach the San Francisco mint until 
after 19,250 pieces had been struck and released. 


The other new denomination, rivaling the half-eagles of the 1820’s and the 
double-eagles of the 1880’s for the number of rarities, is the three-dollar piece. 
Fifteen p of the design later adopted were struck in April 1854 for presen- 
tation purposes. All the coins of 1854 and no later ones have small letters in 
DOLLAR. Proofs exist of all years through 1889, and at least two dates (1873 
and 1875) were certainly restruck, accounting for the sizable excess of number 
extant over number originally struck and reported. 


There are, unfortunately, no references at presser which give much useful 
information, either on die varieties or anything else, for the gold coinages. Adams 
published a very incomplete list of die varieties of the eagles and half-eagles 
1795-1804 in the 1934 Coin Collector’s Journal, but many more varieties than he 

of have been recorded. : 
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NOTES ON UNITED STATES GOLD COINS 


Where an unusually small coinage oceurs we have placed the number in 
brackets after the date, Early dates 1795-1834 are quoted only in very fine con- 


dition. Worn specimens sell for less and really uncirculated pieces bring a great 
deal more. 


Gold Dollars 


@® | 


1849 Type I. Small head, without L on truncation. Open wreath. Coronet 
point midway between two stars. Very rare. 


1849 Type II. Small head, with L on truncation. Open wreath. Head placed 
as last. Scarce. 

1849 Type III. Large head, with L on truncation. Open wreath. Coronet 
point nearer star immediately right of it. Common. 

1849 Type IV. Large head as last. Closed wreath (see below). Common. 
Also known with a recut date. 

1849. Open and closed wreath. The first issues of this year have a wreath 
with branches spread wide. In the latter part of the year the type shows the 
branches lengthened, drawn up to the top close to figure. 


The record of four gold dollars coined at Charlotte in 1854 actually covers 
assay pieces of 1853 discovered to have been lost in transit to Philadelphia for the 
meeting of the Assay Commission in February 1854. 


1855 C, D, O. The 8 in date is very weak and barely shows on any of these 
pieces, The 1855 D is the poorest struck. 


1861 D. The entire issue of this date was struck by the Confederacy from 
United States dies. Unfortunately the account books of the Dahlonega Mint are 
not available so that the amount coined cannot be determined. 


er Eagles 
1806 over 4, 6 over 5. The 1806 over 4 has five stars facing Liberty. The other 
variety has six stars facing. 
1808. The bust on this coin is a copy of that on the Half Eagles, 1807-12. 


1834 Motto over eagle. One of the great rarities. Probably not over a dozen 
are known. 


1841. All known are proofs or impaired proofs, 


1845 O. The 4000 specimens struck were actually coined in January 1846 
before the 1846-dated dies had arrived, and had formerly been included under 


1846 in the mint records. 
Three Dollar Pieces 


1854. The first year of issue has small letters in DOLLAR, 1855 and all 
following years show these letters larger. 


The mint records were formerly thought to be confused on the numbers 
struck of 1873 and 1875. It is a fact that 1873 is far commoner than the mint 
records indicate, and that over 30 specimens exist of 1875, but this has been 
established to be a result of restriking. 


1856 S. Large and small mint mark S of which the smaller is much the 
scarcest. 


1870 S. Only two specimens were struck. One was put into the cornerstone 
of the new San Francisco Mint building, the other remains in a private collection. 
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NOTES ON UNITED STATES GOLD COINS 


MUR 


Half Eagles 


The many great rarities in this series would make a story by themselves. 
Only a very small number of specimens are known of such dates as 1798 small 
eagle, 1815, 1819, 1821, 1822, 1824, 1827-8-9, 1832. ; 

1795 Heraldic eagle. This coin is believed to have been an unintentional 
restrike, made in 1797 or 1798. The number of stars above the eagle proves that 
this could not have preceded the admission of Tennessee in June 1796. g 

se Only three specimens are known of this coin, one being in the U.S. Mint 
co ion. 

1825 over 4. The only one yet traced is the brilliant proof in the Eliasberg 
collection. 


1832. Curled 2, 12 stars. yer tar 8 sae geereal The editor knows of only 
two of which are useums. ° 


five vee. 
841 0. Only two reported, only one seen (Col. Green, Farouk). Reverse 


of 1840 O. 
1916. We have seen one or two coins of this date evidently of the Phila- 


delphia mint but are not convinced they are not S mint coins poorly struck so 
that S does not show. 
Eagles 


The demand for the first types 1795 to 1804 continues unabated. Prices 


seem well stabilized. We have given a valuation on the dates 1838 to 1854 only 


in very fine condition as uncirculated specimens are rarely met with and those 
of a lesser de seldom collected. 

1804. Plain 4, proof. See under restrikes. 

1907 St. Gaudens. This design has as interesting varieties as the double 
eagles, the two following really being patterns but generally accepted as part of 
a collection of eagles. Of the variety with periods and rolled edge only 42 were 
struck, while the same variety with sharp wire edge is said to have been coined 
to the extent of 500 pieces. Two of each were melted during Mint experiments. 

The St. Gaudens type eagle has 46 stars on edge, 1907-1911. From 1912 to 
1988 there are 48 stars. 

The 1933 eagle remains a rare piece, even though several new specimens 
were recently reported discovered. 


Double Eagles 


Twenty Dollar pieces of the 19th century are very unusual in reall uncirculated 
condition. These coins were made to use and are usually nicked and scratched by 
rubbing against one another in ba 

1854. Large date as on the silver dollar. Small date as on the cent. . 

1861 Paquet reverse. Two struck (Une., not proof) at Philadelphia, Jan, 5, 
1861, at which time the Director discovered that the reverse die was too wide, 
the borders too narrow. He immediately countermanded any further use of the 

esign. 

1861 S. Paquet reverse. There were 19250 of this type struck and released 
before the order from the Philadelphia Mint belatedly reached San Francisco 
forbidding the use of this reverse. These coins are now very rare. That the 
actually circulated is shown from the fact that the first one published (1937 
came from a hoard in Hull, Texas. : 

1907 St, Gaudens. Roman numerals. The wire edge is not an intentional 
variant, unlike that on the eagles of this date, but instead a result of the collar 
‘giving way. 

The St. Gaudens type produced in 1907 brought forth a number of interesting 
varieties including several patterns. Some of the dates after 1916 are of distinct 
rarity, especially some of the branch mints. All specimens of the 1933 coin have 
finally been returned to the Treasury Department by the U.S. Secret Service on 
the ground that they were not legally released by the mint. 

The St. Gaudens double-eagle has 46 stars on obverse, 1907-1911. From 1912 
to 1933 there are 48 stars on obverse. 
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UNITED STATES PROOF COINS 


The introduction of this new feature in the catalogue is designed to pojat-up 

the fact that, like both patterns and commemorative coins, United States/proofs 

from dies of the regular types constitute a distinctive series entirely separate 

from the regular issue for circulation. Proofs, strictly speaking, are impressions } 

from highly polished dies on polished planchets (except for the period 1908-16 , 

when so-called mat (matte) or sandblast proofs were made, following the fashion I, {PR 

introduced by the Paris Mint), never intended as circulating currency./They were ' 

‘polished-up portraits’ of the coinage types, struck since 1817 a psentation to 

prominent officials or foreign dignitaries, and since 1858 also for sale to collectors 

at a premium. Though regal r, just as are commemoratives, they were never 

counted as circulating coinage, and this fact is substantiated by ithe Bullion t 

Journals and other official accounts of Mint coinage transactions.| These con- by |i 

temporaneous accounts leave no room for doubt that oe (at least before 1862-3) ) 

were, with the single exception of the Gobrecht Dollars, never included in re- ? 

pe coinage figures. Neither the gold and silver bullion nor copp planchets : 
gured in the records. And after proofs began to be included with regular co e : 

in the Director’s Reports in the ies, the Coiner’s accounts of proofs were still jaw 

kept and submitted compen f with the medal accounts, to the authorities. This SS PA 

practice is known to have held at least through 1889, and its continuance for so 

many years strongly emphasizes the fact that proofs definitely form ho part of | k AS 

regular coinage, but are a separate series altogether. 


* Up to the present time, with very few exceptions, the values attached to ¥ : 
roof coins have not taken this fact into account. Such values have ording: y been > 
erived from the largeness or smallness of the regular coinage for circulation, 
whereas strictly ing the rarities of uncirculated and of proof coin§ of the 
same date and denomination are las ep and the phcas seep tees \ should pa ‘ 
be also. Take for example the th ollar goldpieces. Because of allegedly small ce LA 
reported coinages, 1873 and 1875-76 bring extremely high prices in 3\while ge 
dates such as 1855-6-7 and 1874, which are much more rare as proofs, bring far N : 


less simply because of larger quantities of coins reported for circulation.\The (-/” 

double eagles in the 1880’s are even more to the point. And in many other series Je ie 
proofs are twenty to 100 times commoner than uncirculated examples, ulayly oe yh 

in the 1870’s and 1880’s; for example the three-cent nickels and half dollays[;yz-'’ ;. 
between 1882 and 1887. The survival of mint state specimens is largely a mattér) fF" © {- 

of good fortune, whereas hg were struck in fairly large n and now p 
turn up frequently—at hi 


er prices than the ey seen uncirculated examples. 
We anticipate that this illogical situation will gradually correct itself when the 
correct relative rarities become known. pony, od 


For all these reasons and others, it is expected that in pe due to ¢ 
their greatly enhanced value, will be to a greater extent collected as an in- Sur 
dividual group independent of circulated and uncirculated coins of the same types, mic 

just as commemoratives are collected as a series by themselves and not mixed i 
up with half-dollars of regular issue. This manner of coll becomes more # _ 
significant when one realizes that the rarities among a series of proofs are en- oe lw 
tirely different dates and types than the rarities among the corresponding Cds . 
series of coins struck for circulation, and that many dates coined in proof 7 | 
do not exist in specimens struck for circulation, or vice versa. In a set of ~ £ 
proof dimes, for instance, the great rarities would be dates like 1820, 1824,‘ Pc? | 
1838, 1841, 1849—53—all of these far from rare in ordinary condition; while nk | 
ene | 


dates like 1879-81 are rarely offered in any other condition but proof. 


The commonly published statement that proofs were struck only in Phila- 
delphia has a few authentic exceptions. The genuine proofs from the branch i; q | 
mints are separately tabulated. All of them are of extreme rarity. 


Although we have a fairly complete account of the dates and denominations hatte © 
of proofs struck between 1817 and 1854, we are not pricing them in the present ye! 
catalogue for several reasons. First, most of these (except half-cents silver : 
dollars in the 1840’s) are so rare that sales of any particular items do not occur 
often enough to establish a stable price. Second, the prices they do bring do not 
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adequately reflect the relative rarities in each series, for the same reasons as 
were mentioned before in connection with the three-dollar pieces. Third, there still 
remain some problems connected with restriking in this group. Evidence contin- 
ues to turn up that many dates and denominations of proofs were restruck in the 
1860’s, some from the original dies, others from new ones manufactured for the 
occasion. Obviously these belong neither here nor among the regular issues, but 
instead in the section devoted to restrikes. 


With regard to early proofs, it is true that we find specimens of the silver 


surfaces. Nevertheless, proofs in the true sense of the word were not struck until 
1817. Facilities for their manufacture came to the Mint as part of the general 
renovation and improvement of machinery following the Mint fire of 1816, and in 
the next year some cents and half-dollars were struck in proof. For the twenty- or 
thirty-odd years following 1817, so far as is known, the Mint struck all or practi- 
cally all its proofs in sets, and these sets were intended for presentation to 
visiting politicians and foreign dignitaries, mints or museums. In 1834, for 
example, the State Department ordered two complete sets of the year to be pre- 
ts , put in special caskets and sent to the Imam of Muscat and the King of 

am; and sporadic similar orders—rarely more than two or three per year— 
followed in 5s err years. The important exceptions to the above statement 
about proof distribution are the handling of the Gobrecht Dollars, which are 
really patterns, and the report that Mickley obtained four proof quarter dollars 
of 1827 from the Mint in that year for face value. 


There is no unequivocal record of the Mint’s having sold sets or individual 
proofs to private collectors before 1858. Recipients were charged face value 
lus $3 for the casket plus eight cents for proo his latter charge was even 


eiles Rene o VIN WIN VY 


evied on the Mint Cabinet for proof sets in the 1860's. Both the first public sale _—~ 
of proof sets at a premium ($3 for the silver-minor set, $46 for the set with S 
the gold) and the very name of proofs are the work of Col. James Ross Snowden, | 


1858. The name and the premium (gradually increased) have continued to the 
present day except for 1917-35 inclusive, 1943-49 inclusive, the only proofs besides 
patterns struck in those years being 1921 dollars (both types), some commemora- 
tives and a few other items. Minor proof sets or individual coins were nowhere 
accounted for in the Archives until the beginning of 1878. The conjecture that 
they had been previously struck to the same number as silver proof sets may be 
very likely correct; but no evidence exists. 


Italicized values are due for a sharp rise or fall; italicized dates were coined 
only in proof; italicized quantities coined are reconstructions. 


The French matte finish, with several minor variations, comes on Lincoln 

nts 1909-16, Buffalo nickels 1913-16, 1916 new type dime, quarter and half, 1908- 

2 gold. The sandblast finish comes on gold 1912-16 and 1921-22 Peace dollars as 

well as most commemoratives, 1921-36. Other coins have brilliant fields and un- 

polished high surfaces, like the 19th Century proofs. The late proofs since 1936 
are almost uniformly mirrorlike. 
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Coinage of the Americas Conference 
The American Numismatic Society 
November 4-5, 1989 


DINA 
Wat) 


LIANV 
BINS) 


NAA 
afO 
VV 
Nfld 


NV ANF TET OA i ate S2i AXAL T (aM ANS FT tAAS 
4) 
a 


Page 173 of 222 


AM 
UR 


o_o oes 


“es 
5. 

{ 
2 
( 
2 
hay he 
3 
3 
es 
el 
a 
et 
. 
et 
(ie 
! 
homies 
i 
ey 
-p 
“4 
a 
< 
9 
= a 
10 
on 
<* 
ell 
peo a 
a 
“4 
Me 
a 


; 


-_ 
os 
— 


Cc» 


SE Yai 


1 


— be oe — — 


+ hee _ we ws -~ Le —t ter 


tore mn Faas tm a — 


ow ole ~ om 2S ao 


1195 


1796/8 
1796/5 
1197 


1197 
1197 


1197 
1197 
1197 
1797/5 
1737/5 
1798 


1198 
1198 


1198 


1198 


1198 
1198 
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Sreen$ Breen Var, 


64120 Breen 20. 
64120 Breen 2¢, 
64128 Breen iC, 


64120 Breen 2C. 
G412A Breen 1B. 


6413 Breen 1h, 
S41 44 — a0. 
64148 Breen 4), 


£4148 Breen 40. 
$416 Breen 66. 


E4180 Breen 6F. 


£4158 Brees 6, 
$4154 Breen SE. 


$4224 Breen Si, 
£423 Breen TK. 


64178 Brees 7H, 
6423 Breen Th. 


6423 Green TK, 
417A Breen 81. 


6418 Breen 91. 
6418 Breen OI. 
G419A Breen 10). 


S413A Breen 10), 
64198 Brees 11J. 


$4198 Brees 11). 
420K Brees 124, 
420k Breen 124, 
425 Breen 13¥, 


£425 Breen 137. 
£426 Breen 18. 


Breen 1A, 


6421 
6425 Brees 18. 


6426 Breen 18. 


6428 Breen 20. 


6427 
£428 


Breen 2C. 
Breen 2D. 
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11(b)J(d) 
12K(b) 
Wak(e) 
13(b)¥(b) 
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2(b)d{a) 
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$5.00 U.S. Gold 
Side displayed. Greent s Ene clone dia nurber (with alpha suffixes added), 
ety. fees terietee fartety dastenat ta al - ert ric, reverse - He hers first year u 
and reverse letter used in that year). 
Description Page = 


e. BERTY repunched. Date nuperals apart, spaced 179 §. Top point of 5 well imbedded in mh wt Rust 
tin 9 in sy fatls Mh date. Crack edse - left side of 9. REV. 4 berries. Leaves run into 


REY, 4 ae eft 6 ren tata bottom of U and left ta 
OBV, LIBERTY repunched. Date nugerals apart, evenly sce. i. point of $ overlies drapery, REV, 4 
berries. Leaves ren into dottom of U and left base of 
PEV, 4 berries. Leaves run into bottom of U and Welt base of 4 
BV, LIBERTY repunched. Date rerrals apart, evenly spaced. ie point of § overlies drapery. REV. 4 
berries, 2 on each cutsice. (€)S 
FEV. Three berries, 1 low ol id ‘elt: oad 1 owtsice on right. 
. 1 touches curl. § couble punched at top, both tops overlie drapery. REV. (E)S ov 
1.3 of cate oe of $ overlies drapery. Sour from denticle under knob of He aa Crib: 
ver 
FEY. 


E)$ over 8. 
(sy. ibn fate, Tip of 5 overlies crapery, Left top serif " 1 appears to tovch hair, but not quite. 
REV. 3 berries; 1 outsice left, 1 inside and 1 outside right. 
is 3 berries; 1 outside eft, | an and 1 outside right. 

.4 jerries, 1 inside right ¥ 
ti ¢ Close date. Tip of 5 verti ‘rainy Left top serif of 1 appears to touch hair, but not quite, 
REY. 4 berries, 1 inside Ho sory” ies 
ad 4 berries, nearly level, Crac edge - A ~ \eaves ~ eagle's che 

¥, Close dat te, Tip of a peat tt + drapery. Prior § punch ieible to left of top of 5. REV. ¢ 

ries, nearly level. ho era 

ot Heraldic eagle. Crack itstcn 

BY. Close date. | recut, top cH finaly touches curl. 95 recut. Tip of § firmly inbedcec ir 
crepe, REY. Cracks ICA - tai] - arrow butts - edce and Ul. 
REY. aortas on wreath catiae fe on ae each side J a as ridit. ({I)T lacks left base serif, 


cut. 
i. tr a ae ath | feathers - arrow butts - edge and U, 
. De CW 
o¥  heost reebs etter sunch remnant between 3E, showing top left serif and a portion of the he 
of 8 fretiers Y punched cat i. end of 5 just does wert mT. Date nunerals close. 
Two berries on outer left wreath Side and 1 outsice on right 
ORV, Close cate, 6 over 5. REV. that of of 88 1, 
NV. Close cate, 6 over 5. REV. That of 1795 [, 
OV. 15 eters, fate widely speced, { touching curl snd 7 1 touching ar dr 
~ edge. fi » Snel] eagle. 1 rr outside left. Crack fige. I({i) - base of right wing, 
REV. Seall eacie. { oa outside left. Crack edse - I(7) - base of right ving. 
OBY. Date — 1 af fy 2 left era in fina] iy Crapery. REY. Small eagle. t berry, outside 
ase of right win 


FEV. 





uate tra 

ulti a, outside aft. cracks: i I(T) - base of right wing - base of left wing 
afi 4 leaves - dranch - left le ef 

inteen start: Close date, spaced 1 791. Tip of { touches curl, final 7 just cleer of drapery. 


Both 7's clear of denticles. iv eal oe. 2 berries, low outsice left an - t. No lower crack. 
REV, Small ezgie. 2 berries, low outside ieft and right. wag edge - leaves - bratch - left leg; 
edge - A - tai] feathers; tail feathers - tottoe of left wing, 
. 7 punched pit Last T touches drapery and overlies it at top right. REV. Heralsie eagle, 
racks: le - K- wing: edge - pie See 0: sas, 
ani Heraldic easie, "thet Mg ee - wing. Wo crack between $ and 0, 
O8Y. Large ol ve large 8. 172 very close, Rough circular crack running Hg field below bust 
at under $, continuing to above @th ster, snothe r, suailer, over ? 
ba) if HEY. vier eagle, 13 stars. 4 berries. “Sroken’ clew. Crack stars te - 12 - lef 
wing tip - 
OV. Large close date, large 8. Circular crack. REV. That of 17956, seal] eagle. 
ns Large close date, large 8. 173 very close. Rough circular crack running from field below bust 
te, under dotton af &, Contineing to above Sth star, another, smaller, over RT. ¢ Crack aeee star | 
vast . Heraldic eagle. 13 sters.'4 berries. droken’ claw. Crack Stars 13 - 12 - 1 ft wing ot 


Oy" tA + date, large 8. 179 ny Close. Roagh circular crack running High dis 8 es bust 
tip, wiaer tattee of &, continuing to above 8th star, another, sealler, over F beer star 1 
Pad Heraldic eagle, 13 stars. Thrries. Grokea’ claw. Crack stars fe pa left wing and 
wing t 


edge. 
03. ice dite, “Targe 8 touchiag rE! 9 is shallowly punched, | heavil ite ae lapping evident in 
py ors, ue ce a base — he edge - ERTY - edge; enother right arn of Y - stars 9 
: ars. CUDs 
af 14 stars, Crack edge - Hand of c ae anch - left leg ~ shield - (U)K of wctto - ster 6 - cloud - 


REY. erins at &($) and 0. 


ing and 
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Grpé C# O/R Year/HM 


1798 
1798 
1798 
1798 
1798 
1798 


1798 


1798 
1799 
1799 
1189 
1189 
1799 
1199 


1799 
1799 


1799 
1799 
1793 


1793 
1800 


PUM 


Sreené Breen Var. 
6429 Green 3E. 


6429 Breen 3E. 


6429 Green 3E, 
6430 Breen ¢F. 
64318 Breen 56. 
64314 Breen 6H. 


b431A Breen 68. 


6433 Breen 1A, 
633 Ereen 1A, 


S432A Breen 2C. 
$434 Breen 28, 
£432h Breen 20, 
$4356 Breen JE. 


64358 Breen 40. 
£4358 Breen GE. 


64358 Breen 3F. 
6437A Sreen 46, 


G437A Sreen 46, 


. 


GU3TA Breen 46. 
6437B Breen 44. 
G437B Green 41. 
64380 Breen 1D. 


6438 Breen 18. 
64388 Breen ‘A, 
64300 Breen 10, 


6439 Breen iC. 


6139 Breen 1C, 
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Bass Variety 


Haye 
Ache 
U(D)E 
4(b)F(b) 
$6(b) 
Sapte) 
5(b}a(b) 


= 
Pe 


Description Page 92 


OBY. Wide date, large @- which touches d riper L avay from cap. Die scratch from cap front thru base 
of | elost 20 a of L. Rust line in fielé below ER. Ko opverse crack. REV. Very seal! stars. 


Howly 
iB i eae, cate, wt errs touches drapery. | away from cap. Die scratch (or an old cut?) fron ‘Ss 


_ 
= 


ISE 


BURWA 


cap front thru ‘base of L, almost to upright of L. Rust ire in ieit below ER. REV. Very seal) stars, * 
Shallowly hubbed or N 

OBY. Wide cate, large 8 - which touches drapery. L away frow cap, te scratch (or an oid cay irae ; 

it ld neath of L, almost to upright of L. Rust line in fiele below ER. REV. Very seal) stars. 

baal 8, i, it ut any ér rif of 1 overlies curl. Crack edge - 8 - forehead curl 

FF ae ieht vis co Ei rele Aer asi } stars, Crack ecee - to left oft - Cloud - ribbon - 

¥ - 


OBY. Saal wide cate, Vn wei of 1 touches cur), 8 free of ineay. REV, Very seal] berries. Stem 
of eee a curve, rete edge - pilels after £5 - cloud - stars - “ea shield tip - breech - A - 


eft seri Ape wing - shiele ti 
aH . Seal] ue ila low; spaced 1 7 $8; distant from bust, ko orecis. REV. Five stars in straight 
- reli from right wing towards second cloud from left. Crack edge - field between $ 0 - cloud. 


~ curls - left field Cap - i doe t point. REV. Five stars in 
straight line tray i right wing aes ae clove ia ute Crack ecge - Field between $ 0 - 


O8Y. Seal] date tal ie ny esr {7 i; ol fron best. pel LE oe. Cracks: edge - 7 - bust 
cleud, ka 


tie 
t(c)17$8H(d) >t rt eae touches curl. 9 quite close to dragert Hurerals evenly spaced, but sot ¥ell eng 
vy 


He 1 is somewhat hasty firey pus 


ed. Spires and extra paints at stars 2 and 10 
ru bottoms of stars 10 -13 clashed. 


W. That pol 5 berries, Heavily 


1(b)1798H(d) an, { ian a bat beaclas curl, 9 nie clone, to dr sles ever ly phe but sot well get iS) 


2(b)e(b) 
2(a)1798E 
2(b)C(b) 
3{b)E(b) 


3(a)D 
3(b)E(a) 


3{¢)F(d) 
${(a)6(c) 


$(a)G(d) 
4(a)6(c) 
ia tose 
1(d)0(b) 


1(b)B(b) 
itcjA 


1(¢)D(a) 


f(e)t{a) 
t(e)C(e) 


1$ somewhat firal ae i <9 ang extra points at stars $ and {0 
beet! erst itn bitten of stars { "219, HEV, 4. $ berries. Heavily clashed, 
OBY. Star | quite far from cur), Clashed. track tra ee ai skirt vis ap Of L-cap- hair; edge- = * = 
ast lest 9 - bust - throat - face. REV. Crack ed m left ¥ 
. Star 1 quite far fro curl, Mot clashed. Cracks a ‘nt? Fel. mist of 1798. Two four star 
alignments in straight lines J 
OBY. Star 1 quite far trang curl. lasted. Crack from top edge skirts foot of L - cap - hair; edge - 
t last 9 - bust - throat - face. REV, Crack edge - left wing - chest. 
First § low as to 7 an¢ 9, iit $a bit Ne tt was previously punched te the right. Cloud clash 
belov bast. PEV, ST quite ch Heavily lapped, removing or weakening wany star points. Mirrored 
pec 


areas within right wing. C 


a First 2 low as to? std a bit high. It was prexionsiy paca’ te the right. Wot 
ashe. REV. States fairly alata Suall stars, al] having full points. Mot clashed or 


eine 2 low a8 to T ané 9, last $a Dit high. It was previously punched to the right. Cloud clash 
tel vue eivbt G ty alos peatily lapped, removing or weakening sany star points, Mirrored 
. First § low as te ; ang 9 teat ia hy high. It wes pits aentis Np ge ee the rf t. Cloud clash 
below bast. FEV. Larce stars. Aranch end is put a stud, abutt 
OBY. Vey close date, 1 and $ clear, Star $ tow Y. REV. ‘gna sn Stars 12 - - - dares elign 
Branch end is a Ra "gieelie at past ct fet tae af i we it touches, as coes the clay, ane. 
~ U- arrows - shield to between AK and to left 
. Vey close date, 1 and $ clear, Star 9 touches i. tt gti Stars, Stars 12 - @- 3 are sligned, 
Srach a 16 a stub, extending Just past right foot of A,-which it touches, as does the claw. Cracks 
ORY. Vey ae date, 1 and $ clear. Star 9 touches ¥. REV. Small stars. Stars 12 - 8 - 4 are slign 
Branch end is & stub, extending just past r btn foot of A, which it touches, as does the claw. Cracks: 
- | - arrows - shield to betweer AM 2 t side of 0. 
ORV. Vey close cate, * and $ clear. Star 9 Sean ; REV. Large sters. Stub sten, - 
oe. Nef clese date, ‘and $9 clear, Star 9 eee a thru 7 tol. REV. That of 4198F. Crack 
eft cf o - Cloud - ribbon - base of left 
an One obverse ‘ocated. 1 lacks its top ante hte spaced 1 @ 00. Cleshing evidence at base of 
bust, 28¥, Star 13 touches ‘ead. Stud steb touches foot of A, darely gpraiect hg beyond, 5 berries. 
pach edge - R - field; lower leaves - left foot - shield - right f 
oe Aad, ia ere 1 Ais its top serif. Date spaced 1 @ 00. tlashing evidence at base of 
$ i ing. 
OBY. One se located, ' acks its top rif. ‘oie spaced 1 & 00. Clashing evidence at base of 
bust. REV, Neda sited starscde ibis bess 
OBY. One obverse located. 1 ts top rif, .—- spaced 1 & 00. Clashing evidence at base of 
bust. REV. Star 13 touches ‘eat. ‘stub sted touches foot of A, barely projecting beyond, $ berries. 
Cracks are few ane faiet - early state. 
OY. One obverse located. 1 lacks its top serif. Date spaced 18 00. Clashing evidence at base of 
a ai Shetarst M, betng cet over a much larger previous M, Mo rie break adove KIT or ST - © 


a i lacks its top serif. Date spaced 1 & 00. Clashing evidence at base of 
Me ast. ‘ie rpiae located being cut over a puch larger previous M, Thin edge C¥0 atop NIT. Crack at 
S)E top - edge (later Clits), Cleshed. 
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Srpe C8 ay Year/MM = Breen’ Breen Var, 


ti) fat drown 4 
mn 


1802/1 b440A trees t a 
1802/1 AOA ine Ta 


1802/1 440A Breen 15 

tnen/)—padne [pie 4 

1802/1 §4408 Breea 26. 
uth mp: 


1802/1 $4408 is oF, 
1802/1 64408 Breen 21. 
4802/1 $4408 Breen 21. 
1803/2 441A Breen 1A. 
Same as dreen 
reverse ). 


1803/2 $4414 Breen 1C. 
1803/2 644iA Breen iC, 


1803/2 $4414 Breen 18. 
1803/2 badtA sho 14, 
1803/2 $4498 Hot in Breen, 
r( 
1803/2 £4418 Wot in Breen. 
1804 £4434 Breen 2C, 
1804 £4434 Breen 20, 


aad 64434 Breen 20. 
1e06 443A Breen 2. 


tae £4434 Breen 2E, 


Bass Variety 
eeld 
H(aye(b) 
H(a)e(e) 
1(d)0(b) 
ia) 


2(c)I(a) 
2(2)6 


2(b)F(b) 
2(2)1(b) 
a(d)lic) 
1{f)C(b) 


1(d)A(b) 
i{e)Aic) 


1(4)B( a} 
i(e)Cle) 


atajt(c) 


1) namat, 


2(d)C(¢) 


H(D)A(b) 
Hayate) 
Hcpalc) 


eld, 
1(4)1803¢(e) a Sil fall Vat aed 4, i has go top serif. Crack: edge - 0 - bust, not to L. REV, That of 1803¢, 


ie) tbO3¢(f) ot ul + Ae rif. Crack: edge - 0 - bust - hair - ode of | 5 
hat of 18030, int ""» 
dat, rai o- a (I)T repunched left (with broken T punch having no lower right serif) over thinner 


OURYV 


Descriptios Page 3 


a over AIT, another over ST, 
Soe: me eit. " lacks its top serif. Date spaced 1 8 00, Clashing evidence at base of 
ghd , being cut over @ auch larger previous . Thin edge CUD atop NIT. CUD atop T 


ray 
vey a 1, the 1 is centered under the 2. 1 lacks its top serif, Hubbing line along base of bust. 
ty Snal] a Sreen’s cescriptions of his reverses A and 3 are vould sinilar to a : Cracks: edge 
tween ST - star 1 points - star 7 - beak - star 12 - star 6 - clo ribbor end - 
be ow right ring = across shield - across a at center - ¢ - 2 eg ae M- isthon end - left 
a3 - ml ion prarieesiy described crac 
1, the 1 is centered under the 2. : lacks its top serif, Hubbing line along base of bust. 
:. Salt. stirs. Sreen's descriptions of his reverses A and 3 are quite similar to this, No cracks. 
*. 2 Rena 1, ao is a under the 2. 1 lacks its top serif. REV. Medium sized stars, eust 
lungs en Th, 
ORY. 2 over 1, the 1 is centered ender the 2. 1 lacks its top serif. REV. Medium stars. Die gouge at 


star ie 
ny! 2 over 1, the 1 is to on of ceater under the 2, aed thin. 5 ects: i. fi Tad REY, No creck 
a or TE t(t). Mo Kot phy eet he ich will later weaker the eet arrow 
DH. 2 over 1; at left of ceater ander the 2, ard thin, 1 ty its top serif. Wo clashing 
visite, EV, Broa $ reverses G anc E may de the sane. Higa spine at left shield point, iiagose) 
shield. 


ogy. 2 over 1, the 1 is to left of ceater at ees and thin. 1 lacks its top serif, Clashed. REV. 
soraeeae bese - + ort Ey i Sestresmay 
OBY. ceater under fs 2, and thin, 1 lacks its top serif. REY, Crack at 
WE a ve "it. Lie “ai the lowest arrow. Clas 
| js to left of center under the 2, and thin. 1 lacks its top serif. Clashed, REY, 
t ak at CUE, ‘cu Wb partialiy. el 4 . dl aA apes weakening the lowest arrow. Clashed. 
re aL pe ag ree we porn Meh ar tleeed wale k cee Barge! 
” second obverse. Mo residual aes tf Dwitnin bottom loo md avy) 3 clear of bust. T 
apo oie ne seen and Y its left, weak pointed stat ; fies apart from ¥. REV, Third 
ev used. Long curved sten 
Of. 9 over ? 2 eho, behied 3 at twe points, but sot to front of 3 x its base knob, as it dees. 
in the second obverse ts ~~ base of 2 ait hin bottom loop of 3. 3 clear of myst T im 5 its bottos 
right serif, and Y its left. Star 9 has smaller point facing ¥. Clashes. REY. T's lace rignt tase 
$ ey tracks: edge ~ arrows claw - shield at right wing - ridbon - stars - cload oncer TE; TED. 


4 3 mer oF aie f predectiag behind.3 at two points, but bet to front of 3 st its base knob, as it dees 
&, Residual dase of 2 within bottom loop of 3. 3 clear of bust. T | ck3 its bottom 

ot sarit iol us). it ts left. Star 9 has smaller pocrt fering 1. . Clashed, isp REV. T's lack right 

base se serfs, ire tracks: edge - arrows clav - shield at right wing - ribbon - stars - cloud under TE; TE. 


¢] r UK, ; 
OV. 3 over _ } ‘projecting behind 3 at two points, but act to frost of 3 at its base knob, o. it dees 
in the second Medi a base of 2 within bottow loop of 3. 3 clear of bust. 7 Ho bottce 
i= a Ab iad Y Mi t. Star 9 has smaller poret facing ¥. Clashed. Lepped. REV. T “Py right 
ase Hole 5, 

OBY. 3 over 2, *, wena behind 3 at two palate, but not to front cf 4 at its base knob, as it dees 
in the second obverse, Residual base of 2 within dotton Ieop af 3. J clear of bust. | lacks its bottom 
right pais and Y its lett. Weak pointed star $ (lapping) apart from ¥. REV. Third rev used. Long 


curved st 
ith 3 ae 2 eronet ine behied 3 slightly at twe points, and in front at base of 3. Arcing crack 
. Po ag passin thre base of cate and first six stars, Faiat crack thru LIBER, another thru TY te 
HEV. third reverse used, on curved stem. left shield point crack, Rev ised in 1804 as. 
bey ut pS as a second ob erst 
2 projecting behind 3 slightly et tue points, and in front at base of 3, Arcing creck 
a eon, ots thre base of cate and first six stars. Faint crack thru LIBE®, another thru TY te 
BEV, Third reverse used, Log ¢ curved stem. left shield point crack. Rev wsed in 1804 as E. 
siaely sunrecogn es as 2 second obve 
Ome biua mr te 4, 1 has a0 rep. serif. Crack: edge - 0 - bust, not to L. REV. Spine - beak to 


shield. a 
ORY. Swell fleet. tone 4, | has no top serif. KO crack thru 0, ROWE to L. REV. Spine - beak to 
OBY. Seal] blur sot tee 4. 1 has ho top serif. Crack: edge - 0 - dust, not to L. REV. Spine - beak to 


2°22 


si 
=s> 


- [WE - te ier? feathers © shield - left shield point - right wing - edge. {I}? 
ih rie ak ae | ower right serif over thinner T as wh m. (1) 


athe crack: ot ye inie top leaf - fetal = shielé-- vet neta 
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irpk Ce O/R Year/WM Breen? Breen Var. Bass Variety Description Page 4 ) 


29 63-0 1806 443A Breen 2E. 1(f)t803C(g) OB, Seall blust topped 4. 1 has ne top serif. Crack: edge - 0 - bust - hair - car ~ left edge of L - 
edge, Retzined cud over TY. REV. That of 12030, with crack: edge - (NJE - top leaf - feathers - shield 
~ left shiele point - right wing - edge. (I)T repunched left (with oroken T punch having no lower 

is au over thinner T punch. ‘ 
OGY. Small blunt topped 4, 1 has no top serif, Crack: edge - 0 - bust = hair - cap - left HH ofl- 
edge. REV. That of 1803C, with crack: edge - (M)E - top leaf - feathers - shield - left sniele point - 
we ~ edge. (IT repueched left (with broken T punch having no lower right serif) over thinner ps 


wen 

140 «(180d $4438 Breen 3E. 2(b) 18031 . Large pointed top 4, repunched higher. Top overlies bust edce, 1 has eo top serif. Crack: adee - 
Sil Peoverds south, REN That ; Phe ~ top leet > 
——— 


2904 RK 1804 6443A Breen 26, 1(e) 18030(f) 


star 10 = towards out of 18030, with crack: ser ~ top leaf - festhers - shield - 
aan _ _ oh ~ edge. (I)T repuached left (with broken T punch havieg no lover right 
serif) over rT punch, 
30.2 0 (1804 £4438 Breen 3E. 2(d)1603(j) O8¥. Large porated top 4, repuached higher, Top overlies bust edge. 1 nas no top serif, Cracks: edge - 
star 10 - south - hair - 8, intersecting crack from edge - | - cap ~ hair: bust, to right of 4 - a 
lowest curl - edge, REV. That of 1803C, with crack: edge - (M)E = top lea} - fecthers = shielé- lett 
shield poist - right wing - “. (I)T repunched left tvith broken T punch havieg no lower right 
3 serif} over thinner T punch, Clashed, . , ne 
303 RK 1804 64438 Breen 3E, 2(a)1803(h) O8V, 40 poinced top 4, repunchee higher. Top overlies bust edge. 1 has no top serif. No visible 
; cracks. REY. That of 180%¢, with crack: ecge - (MJE - top leaf - feathers - shield - left shiele point 
. - Fight wing - ie (1)T repunched left (with broken T punch having no lower right serif) over 
thinner T punch. Kot clashed, : 
3 4:0 1806 64430 Breen 7. 3(b)1803(k) BY. Large pointed top 4, not repeachel Top touches bust edge, «hich has unusual outlining along its 
edge. 1 has top serif, touching lowest curl, 8 is repumched over 2notter 8, not the esually seen large 
&, Fatal disecting crack: oP ~ lover left serif of L - just right of 4. Others. Probab { e 
so-called ‘Rusted Obverse’, later used for non-int off-netal restrikes. REV. That of 1203C, with —— 
Crack: edge - (M)E- top leaf - feathers ~ shield - left shielo ooint - right wing - edge. (1) ; 
repunched left (with troken 7 - having ao lover right serif) over thinner T punch, ‘lashed. 
H1 0 t0d £4424 Breen tA, 4(c)C(b) —OBV. 180 penched over ‘aree 180, Large pointed nee hot reparched. 1 has top serif, touching lowest . 
curl. Chased. Lapped? REV, ay repunched slightly lover. Top innermost berry jer to berry below ——( 
and lea? above dy short spine, All cracks are very faint: edge - left apright of U - arrovs - right 
] ayy Gd - left wing = top feather - edge: breast - aiddie shield point: ede - (MJE - field ~) 


ashed. . 
U2 oR 1804 64420 Breen 1E, 4(2)1803(1) O8V, 180 punched over large 180. Large pointed top 4, not repunched. 1 has top serif, bochlog lowest 
bY curl. REV. That of 1803C, with crack: edge - (M)E - top leaf - festhers - shield - left shield poirt - 
right sings. seis (E)T repunched left (With droken T punch having no lower right serif) over thinger 
ashed, 


1 nch. * 
Hd R 1804 64428 Breen 18, 4(b}8(d) oR, 120 punched over large 180. Larce abe top 4, not repunched. 1 has top serif, touching lovest 8s 
curl. REV. Spines: leat tip - botton left serif of I - R: inner leaf tip - tenth feather of left wing; 
inner leaf tip - top derry, Rust ‘umps: edge opposite second feather of rit wing, field left of 
0 rh. Cracks: ~° ~ left upright of U - arrows - innermost feather (paralleling a clash ra - . 
hield poist - stars - cloud - int foot of (T)A - edge; edge - (C)A - breach - junction ef left wing > 
with shielé - ribbon - cloud - O(F). Clashed. : 
BY, 180 punched over i 189, eat ot diay top 4, not repunched. 1 nas top serif, touching lowest = 
cari. Clashed, Lapped? FEV. 111) isu a slight y lower. Top innermost berry joined to derry below. 
and leaf above by short spine, Cracks: edge - left upright of U - arrows - righ ce shield - left 
wing - top feather - edge: an ~ {£)D - ribbon end - wing - ribbo» ~ head - cloud below (E)S, 
intersecting one from adge - (T)A~ thry clouds to O- to last clos - to left wing top, intersecting 
revious crack. Also, edge - (ME - ribbon end anc top leaf, Clashed. é ‘ 
2 1 0 1805 64454 Sreen 32, Waja(a) DEV. Close cate. Perfect 1, top serif touches cur]. Tip of.6 overlies oust. Point of star 13 intedced > 
hog’ : ip Grapery, No crack thru §, to horizortal die scraten above cap, to star &. REV. Lowest terry 
centered under left foot of A. Lowest arrowhead. /Deing centered uncer N, Space between two o > 
Clouds alscned with right side of upright of (T)E. One leaf attached to lower left serif of I by 2 a 
The. Lowest outside leaf has spine at tip, delow curve of C. Lovest terry touches branch, its stea 
miniscule, Left side of ribbor loop fron eagle's mouth very weak. No cracks froe top of U. P 
2 R 1005 S465A Breen 32. S(B)A(2) BY, “Close date. Perfect 1, pe touches curl. Tip of $ overlies tust, Point of star 13 inbecdede - 
in drapery. Crack thru O into nead. Ko hortzontal cie scratch above cap, to star 8. REV, Lovest berry 
centered under left foot of A. Lowest arrowhead bit left of being centered ender W. Space between two 
clouds eligned with right sice of erie of (T)E. One leaf attached te lover left serif of I by a 
~ ba Lowest outside leaf hes sping af tip, below curve of (. Lowest berry touches branch, its sten 
Riniscule, .eft side of ribbon loop from esgle’s mouth very week. Crack thro tops of UNITE. 
2 3 6 1805 64454 Breen 32, V(c)Alc)  OBV. Close date. Perfect 1, 7 serif touches cur}. lip of § overlves bust. Point of star 13 cbedded 
in drapery. Crack thru 0 into head. Horizonte! die scratch ebove cap, to star & REV. Lowest berry 
centered under left foot of A. re arrowhead bit at of being centered under N. Space between tuo ) 
t 
=a 
| 
pay 


eR 10 64424 Breen 1A, é(d)0fe) 


Clouds aligned with right side right of (T)E. Ose leaf attached to lower left serif of I by a 

ine. Lowest outside leaf has spine at tip, below cerve of C. Lowest berry touches branch, its stern ~ 
miniscule. Left side of ribbon Joop frow eagle's mouth very weak, Cie cud at U, crack thru NITE, ' 

4 R 1805 B445A Breen 32, Ac)A(c) ——OBV, Close date, Perfect 1, top serif touches curl, Tip of 5 overlies bust. Polst of star 12 inbedded : 

in drapery. Crack thru D into heed, Horizontal die scratch above cap, to ster 8. REV. Lovest berry: % 
centered under left foct of A. Lowest arrowhe eft of being centered uncer N. Space Detween to 
Clouds aligned with right side of upright of (ie. One leaf attacned to lower left serif of I by a 

ine. Lowest outside leaf has spine af tip, below curve of C. Lowest verry touches branch, its stea 
nisiscule, left side of ribbon loop from eagle's mouth very weak. Die cud at U, crack thre MITE, 
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Green? Green Var. © Bass Variety 
64458 Breen 37, 1(¢)B{a) 


64458 Breen 92, 1(¢)Bla) 
6458 Breen 32, t(e)B(D) 
eal Sreen 37, t(e)BiD) 
64458 Breen 32. (9) Bc) 
64458 Ereen 32. 1 F)B(c) 
cast ge 
al 
64448 Ereen 28, 2(d)Bie) 
64448 Breen 23, 2a) Bd) 
feud Ereen TA, 3(b)Ble) 
£4440 Breen 2A, 3(¢)8le) 


$4440 Breen 2A. 34) B(e) 


64458 Breen 37, (dd) Ba) 


Description Page 5 


i Close date. Perfect 1, top serif touches curl. Tip of § overlies ea Point of star 13 indedded. 
. track thru @ inte ie gh lod ens baad above cap, to star 8, rate a $ at 

tat t berry, stemmed, wader lefteost se Lowest ar Toned tt ct en Bon Heit 
tee . Space two clouds dit to iat fy itis centeree under (T)E. One t point f ree 
[, unger its Mert upright. Wo leaf mt - Left side of ribbon loop from eagle’s south is well 


ined. Spine from top left shield 
OBY. Close date . Perfect 1, top seri topes curl. Tip of 5 overlies bust. Pont of star 13 inbedded 
in Ue , track oa : fate i} » i wi a a above cap, to — 8. Nat ely st lusps at 
if of A. Lowest a ‘coder t right 


arrow 
aria two 5 clouds bit to 7 rit of isin, centered uncer re "he “ho poist free 
. Hid wt ite ie eft sion Ko leaf nl Left side of ribbon loop fron eagle's wcuth is vell 
defined. Spine ir top left shield 
OBY. Close date. Perfect 1, top cat teotis curl. Tip of § fever] ing wet Point of star 13 imbedded 
in pda Crack thru 0 - head - cap - &; oe " ~ seck. Horizontal die scratch abeve cap, to ster 
8. Profuse rust lueps at LI. Clashed above SERT. FEV. Lowest berry, steal: aie leftmost serif of 
A, Lowest @ — ite wel per under right usrigt of A. Space betwees tvo clouds bit to right of 
be coatares uncer (T)E , Ore leaf point free o ag its left t aria, . Wo = he ig lett side 
of r ail ™ Fron eagle's nouth is well defined. Spiee from top lef eid point. 
. Perfect 1, top serif touches curl. Tip of § overlies bust. Point of ae 13 inbedéed 
in ie ee thru ¢ - bes* ~ cap - 8; star 13 - ceck. Horizontal die scratch abeve cep, to ster 
rest lueps at LI. iplashes above BERT. REV. ieee ht temped, under leftmost serif of 
Lowest arrouhese nearly & avigned wer Ay boright of B. Space betuven tue cloads bi to right of 
‘hi centeret under Aire, (ne of f ll its left ay honk Ko es nei nes, Lett side 
—- = From eagle ‘5 aby Hs nel a ine from top 
se date. Perfect 1, top serif touches curl.-Tip of § Brat bust. Pe .t yo an 13 inbedded 
in T ieone Crack thru 0 bead = cap - 8; star 13 - reck po ee dis scratch above cap, to. 
_ &, Profuse rust hans at ll. Heavil reclasned, a lowest stemmed. under leftrost serif 
A. lowest trrowhead wearly aligned encer right ers ht of K. ben > hetensn tie clooés bit tai 
Hs being centered ander (DE. 9 One le polit free of i, under its left ane a es cf ribbon 
froe eag My $ nouth 1) defined, Spine fron top left shield point. Reavy rec! 
oN Close dete. Perfect 1, top serif touches curl. Tip of § overlies bust. Polat of eo 13 inbedded 
in Grapery. Crack thru 0 - "bead - cap - 8; star 13 - ceck star 4. Horizontal die scratch stove cap, to - 
star &. Profese rust hat at LI. Heavily reclasted. PEW, Lowest berry, stemmed, under leftmost serif 
of A. Lowest arrowhead nearly alignec ender right » vera of NW. Space between two clouds dit to right 
of beins an d ender ate One leaf point free of I, uncer its left pri ht. left side of ribbon 
loop froe ea ie $ ace $ wel) ey op Spine from Ms left shield point. Heavy reclash. 
OBY, Wide cate, 120 we are close. 1's dotten a serif pissing. Top serif abutts 
ron ~oe [ipet of ie teeta t best I at right et t a Greet pe botton of 180%. REV. 
r leftrost serif of A. Lowest arrowhead nearly aligned under r right ve 
nik \. a Stuer tio clouds bit to right of being centered ueder {T}E, dae’ les? pent free 
left eripat. tet Left side of riddon loop from eagle's mouth 1s well defined. Spine from 
i shield }$ and space, six centicles gone ne die ae BE Clasned at botton, 

. Wide date. 18 it ated. 05 are fa 1's botten le iy a Boe gst Top serif abutts 
curl’s bottos. Tip cf § just touckes pee feat right et Aw ul —_ under 
leftmost serif f 4, Lowest arrowhead sear slimes gio S: H gris ween two 
Sai oremureara chit aa a aah a 
eft side of ri e's 1s well de ne from eft shie n 
E)S and space, foer duticies _ Nee crusd]ing. me » 

. Wide date. 124 well ovare tlose. 1's ‘botten ‘et Ba pissing. er wire by 
ah. of § nr bust. IB all bet aig i base serifs, Crack thru bases § 
under leftmost serif of A, Lowest dpa ba iH g kg ol il fete vori t ci 4 
ch betvees tuo cloves bit to right af teizg centered unde r (rit. yo , seder 
s iett ro ig left side of ri loop from ezele’s al is ae iit sie 2 i left 
ainnall sounainty rel cere Pegg pele 
well separa are close. 1's bo eft serif wissing, To ber un 
“i " tie over Tee wat i ail bet. touch at base serifs. Cracks: dases of 80 - 
ue tt "Teftnost serif of A. Lowest goth nearly ie id nie ¢ 
rit upright of K. ‘f eter two clouds bit to richt of being centered under (T)E. ‘he eif point 
free under its left upright. Left side of ribbos loop fror eagle's mouth is well Lio gre Spine. 
tr a we shield potat Above (E)S and space, six ¢enticies gone. Cieshed at bots 
Wide date. 180 well separated. 0S are close. 1's botton a serif ei isp eri overlain by 
oat Tip of § verdes bust. 18 all det touch at base serifs. ge right of 
five - 8. REV. he r = hey under leftnost serif of A, arena ah arith ot Bea aligned vader 
ria wr ight of h Suc Eevee ween two cleus bit to right cf being centered under He E, ‘ite eif point 
wee its le ft ay aa eG = of ritbor loop from eagle's mouth is well defined. Spine 
42 A : t sme 1 point : (uid ace, centicles gone, Clashed at bolton : 
Close date. Perfect 1, pile air hes curl. Tip of 5 overlies bust. Deiat of star 12 inbedeed 
r igen ara ae i ite horizontal die scratch apove cap, to star 8. Profuse rust lenps at © 
ovest , Stepped, under lefteost serif of A. Lowest arrowhead nearly slignee under ri 
upright of = "a ewer two clouds bit to risnt of beteg centered ander (7)E. One leaf poict free 
of I, bor igat. No pit: spines. Lert sice of ribbon loop fron eagle's mouth is well 
defined. “i he top left shield povat, 
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Greent freen Var. 
BGat4A Brean 1A, 


444A Brean 1A, 


408 Breen 1A. 


646 Breen 1A, 


$46 Breen 14, 


SUTA Breen 18. 


HATA Breen 18. 


. 


64474 Breen 13, 


644! Breen 26(1). 
64! Breen 23(2). 
$44! Breen 28(7). 
S44! Brean 28(2). 


Bass Variety Geseription Page 6 


b)Ble) w, Wide date. 180 well separated. 05 are close. 1's botton left serif missing. 1 serif ororlafe b 
a) Te ots eerie ba. ail bt aih at base st ifs, Cracks: 3 mn FY i rignt of ' 
ut - B i Bagg Be rry, stemped, uncer leftrost rif of A. Lowest gitethy a) ali ‘enter 
right upright of Hi. tween two ¢ bit to right of being cratares under (T)E. eaf point . 
ree of i, under its aa teat t t site of ribbon loop from eagle's mouth is wall defined. ste 
4(b)B(e) 08i, i i on pi a ween 7 rat Gas iit et et, if —_ : fou serif lain b 
e fe date. 180 well separ serif a 6 overlain 
curl. if ite overlies best. 1B all but touch at Ea serifs. crac: 8 ee aie rigit of © 
Five - B. REV. Lowest berry, stewed, uncer leftmost serif of A. saan matt ape =) 
right upright of K. Clowds bit to right of late centered under (T)E. One 
i of I, under its left epright. Left side of ribbon toe (ree from eagle tg aout is well defined. fia 
left siele pet, Above (E)S and space, six denticles gone, Clashed at dotton 
1(b)18058(f) a Fe nted G. ho left base serif of 1, Top serif agen Pool orerkin car, : a of § uel overlies 
bust. Botton an sc cl a 1 ne close Star 2 at its tneer 
potas 4 yi § high reltzine te B to ca tf cre Star 13 leftsost point 
very close to seat ar eilerad Lines LIBER ee rfect 1, IB touch at bese serifs. Many periferal 
naire cracks, REY, That of 1805 8, eral! tters legend, sane as 1805. 1's back dase rignt serif. 
ME touch at bases, AM eer ee so. K's lower inside serif broken, Lowest si Ay ast left of right 
base re W, and is overlaio by shorter arrow having sazil hesc. Stars 2, 7, ané 12 aligned, 41] berries 
seemed, Cou loud space just right of being centered under &, Seven partial "iastiecles over §. Faint crack 


ip. Clashed. 
1(b)18688(g) i, Tolntes & No left base serif of 1. Top roll Sibi: frisa ht wie al; Point of & barely overlies # 
bust. Bottom cur) left sane Star 1 ne ft and touches star 2 at ils ineer 
point. Wide date “gir Pa 6 high relative to b to By of 180. Star 13 leftsost point 
very close to bust. | ge perfect I TB touch at bese serifs, Macy periferal 
hairline cracks. fii, 4 ang cca el etters legend, sare as 1205. T's lack dase rignt serif. 
at bases, AM rear] W’s lower inside serif broken. Lovest sb ends rust left of right 
base of A, and is overlain y shorten arrow having sail heed. Stars 2, 7, ané 12 aligned, Ail berries 
red. Lous space pied rit of me mans ros if yi partial nice over $, Faint crack 
1(b) 18058(h) Oy, atet ho left base. serif of ¥ ay bert re barely over tie art, = a § a, overlies 
bust. Bottom curl left missing. Star 1 t, und star 2 at its inser 
pet Wide date erp 189 6 pes base of 6 high ee to bases oe ae Star 13 miles point 
ry close to best, ~ itte red Uisetry perfect 18 touch at dese serifs, yng 
hire cracks, tty of 1808 8. uel eters Teceed, same as 1805. 1's lack dase i ant. serif, 
ouch at bases, AR oe gs W's lover inside seri? broken. Lovest pk —_ jest left of right 
pe cf §, and is overiais by shorter arrow having suall head, Stars mick ] “ar All berries 
stensed. Cloud space jest right of being centered uncer £. Seven partial ete ms . Cracks: 
t(e)3(b) ie ante : ar : Fn she - ribbon - beak - stars § 4- cloud -$ - 

t. Botton ott weit aissing. star { 1 vary cles close te cur) remnant, and touches ster 2 at its inner . 
peisis Woe date spaced 1 6 high relative te bales, of 180. Star 13 leftzo i the 
very close te bist. ‘2 vetdered Ulett perfact T. TB touch at base serifs. Light ora 

“fact A. Bera. letters ecend. neg a oe = Ch, which _ ioe is ie 


or oe ore a ti Ms with outer site of 4 ie duit be A being 
cetera uncer sorisit Hf El \, Right hit of base it F iy oo 7 oud, ia ks right serif of left 
serie les " preceding saa] ot 

fo left pase serif of 1. Top serif Peale welt warlle atl, Ped ‘ 6 sy overlies 
bust. "lt on left at Star 1 close te cur er 2 at its inner 
point. dce date spaced 180 4, with dase o wid rele eb te Bry et 180. bar ii leflaost poiat 
very “kes to best. ie oid ae set ¥, perf peu T8 touch at bese serifs. Crack they stars 1 - & 
how quite heavy, | ree letters legend, save for A's in AMERICA, which are from the 
old punch. One oa ap an nf ith ser side of K's right upright. Clowd space just left of 
pen J centered uncer ut of E(S). Right “i of base of F rests on cloud, (U)N lacks right serif 
gi left peat {3s 08 on ieeiig shall & punch)! 

left dase serif of ‘ = ari gp overlies cal Point of & berely overlies 

ali abel curl left zissing. Star 1 Mei ese Lo cur! remnant, aed touches star 2 at Its inner 
point. Wice date spaced 120 &, with dase of & high relative to bases of 180, Star 12 leftnost poist 


1(2)8(b) 


14)B(0) 


very close to bast. large lettered LIBERTY, perfect T. [8 touch at dase serifs. Crack thra stare Tob 


heavier, lapped. FEV. New la - letters legen¢, save for 4 : is feed as whick are fron the Re perch, 
Qe arrownead tip alioned wit! _ side of u's right upright. C ace jest left of oe nm 
pot weder upright of E( le Loch half of base of F rests on closed. minK lacks right a of left 


as ight iss = a A er 
mo sce 1 rs gg of & imbedced in drapery, 1 lacks bettos left serif, 


2(a)dla 
eet leper tac a L 
ofe)Dla) ~ . Pointed 6 7 date & ts Mie t of § omsged “ drapery. 1 lacks bettos left serif, 


rif touches curl. 28¥. eer, 


at (I ny ip 
_ 2(b)0(b} . Pointed 6. vide i te, fDi iat Piaenced in “drapery. 1 lacks bottos left serif, 
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Grp C8 O/R Year/MM Green Breen Yer. Bass Variety Description . “s rage y 
99 «1 0 1806 $44! Breen 4h AE (a onv. Vite date, $ 1 os. 1 free of curl, and lacks botton left serif, Tip of 6 overlies ¢ 
4 iC?, ty Head veil ai eta | portion is quite flat, as all are of this die, Rel. Very vak tn rary } 
P 99 2 R 1806 44! Breen 4&8 4E(a) Brine iat shield fy free of curl, and lacks bottom left serif. Tip of 6 overlies ‘drapery 
32. veil subbed Moar & portion is quite flat, as all are of this die. REV. Very wak in central ) 
é 0 61 0 (1806 §4é! Breen 2. 6(a)F ch hoe tt ads 1806, sith top of 1 in curd. Ti rahe sb gs eae ites left! ; 
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“ 2 106 646! Breen SE. Sfahe(d) 08. ~ botton eas jerks . potton quit 
thin. $nall ictetre wen, “ia ters exce "s in AMERICA, Clases 
( aM ak 18% 644! Breen SE.  S(b)E(c) ——OBY. Knodbed 6 uit sane i, Ue se 6 ate a hothead curl, Curls e tea it, ' 
jon $nal] Weg LigeRTY 4 Re REV. Large letters me for A’s in AMERICA. C1 epped, | 
8 10 107 ball + “- ‘ 
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fs 4100 (1807 gall -(- -- ~ 
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4520 (1807 gait -t- -0- 
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WB: Early United States Half Eagles 1795-1838 
original ms. New Varieties of U.S.Gold. 


uuu NEW VARIETIES OF UNITED STATES GOLD 
by Walter Breen 


When I first attempted to list die varieties of gold, I thought 
the subject would be pure caviar, interesting at most a dozen or fifi- 
teen readers, and stimulating little or no additional research even on 
their part. The results have been far otherwise. A surprising amount 
of correspondence has come my way from collectors interested in the 
various series (half eagles most of #11), including descriptions of 
new varieties and new die states owned by them, and mexamination of 
some extremely rare coins has followed. The present study is an at- 
tempt to bring up to date the material now in print on the four lower 
denominations of gold. (Page references to follow, and all die variety 
numberings, allude to the four monographs in print: Major Varieties 
of U.S.Gold Dollers, Varieties of U.S.oQuarter Eagles, Major Varieties 
of the U.8.hree Gold Pieces, and Early United States Half Eagles 
1795-1838, wea hinteaatton Series, 1964-66.) Cooperatién of 
Mrs. R. Henry Norweb, Leo A. Young, Lester Merkin, Stanley Kesselman, 
Marvin Taichert, Stephen Christy, and Harry Bass is greatly appre- 
ciated and gratefully acknowledged. Other collectors who have helpéd 
out in smaller measure are too numerous to mention here, but I thank 


them one and all. 
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4 
HALP EAGLES. The illustration of a 1795 reverse on p. 5 of the 
mohograph is my reverse PD, final S in STATES punched over a D. 
1795 1-B. Obv. Faint crack from 12th star to border. Rev. Should 
read: First S in STATES low, final S runs into wreath...the two wiwhew 
berries on right branch low...leaf wwiewa touched 2 little r. of center 


of U....Die file marks above TE of UNITED. 
1795 8-I, A second is reliably reported but the variety remains R-8. 


JUR 
AMP 
J R'W 


—|4 
—4 
-_ | 


1797 Reverse Z. Final A runs into tail. 

1798. Mrs. tewNorwebhas a piece answering the description of my 
obv. 2 with rev. F, save that the 8 does not juite tach bast. 6th and 
7th atars almost touching. No mduplicate reported: complete description 
not yet available. 

1799. Phe emergency delivery was Dec. 28, not 18. 

1802/1. B. 1-3, Rev. Similar to dies B and ©. Arrows extend practi- 
cally to r. aside of r. upright of N. Eleventh star very close to 10th, 
almost as close to 6th. Space between clouds about below r. upright of 
E. NI very closely dpaced with N gy almest touching border; ED high; 
first * nearer wing than F; 13th star touches back of eagle’s head; 
inner leaf at I hollow, outer leaf close to left upright of I. Discov- 
ered by Marvin Taichert; no duplicate reported. Probably should come 
between 1-C and 1-D, but this is guesswork. 

1803. Reverse D is the same die as 1804 EF and the 1-D variety was. 


evidently struck in 1804, after the small number of perfect—die examples 


of the 1804 2-E and probably after the cracked<die specimens. T of 
UNITED double punched. 

1804. More complete descriptions of some varieties are now possible 
thanks to opportunity to go through Adams's notebooks. ; 

1804 1-A, This is Adams 5. Later examples show rev. clash marks 
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1804 1. 3, This is Adama 6 when with oracked dis; perfect die is 
listed as A-9, Adams thought it a different obv. as the Specimen showman 
him was weakly struck with first star a little farther from curl. There 
is only the one obv. with small 130 over large 180, however. 

1804 1-B, New muling of known dies. Two specimens in Norweb col- 
lection. This is apparently the variety inéended as Adams 8, 

Ou page 31 delete the last 6 liues. The broken die°M@E2 alluded 
to, including the Atwater-Amon Carter coin, is in fact the very latest 
die state of my number 3-E, the double punching on 4 worn down. 

1804 2-D. This is Adams 2 when kzukmn @tey it shows the rim break 
over T in UNITED, Adams 7 when perfect. A spine points up ufron ‘upper 
left (dexter) corner of shield. Second star does not touch clouds; 


180% 3-E. This is A~3 when obv. not cracked, A~4 when with crack 
from L through cap and curls to 8 &(not "rtm just r. of 4). Later states 
show also 4 crack from border to 10th star, mouth, hair to first cracks 
drapery to border right of 4. | | 

1804, GRusted Die. This die left the mint, presumably in 1816 for 
eventual possession of Joseph J. Mickley, in severely rusted state. It 
may not originally have borne date 1804. As it now comes (copper and 
Silver) it has first star extremely distant from curl, atl staxs left 
smaller than normal and much squeezed together=--similar to 1807 obvs. 
1 and 2 but na& the same dies. Perfect 1, close date, 4 not recut; 
erack from rin mto corner of L, upper hair, neck, drapery and rim r. ; 
of date. The reverse, found also with rusted dies dated 1905 and 1808, 
also ouly in base metals, looks like a rusted and much reeut vereion of — 


1°s.2.2 oh halal b°.to secertain ak with certaintg. | 7 


1905. The auabering given in \dame’¢ MMT notebook aifters f=om. 


that found in the Newcomer — from which I had earlier derived tte 
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1805 1-A, This is A-1# fees *'s designate numbers in the notebook). 
I now believe it is a low Rarity 7. 

1605 2-B, Obv. Die chip in field near 6” star. Rv. Second star 
free of clouds, 5" almost touches, the others do touch, Lowest r. leaf 
hollow; 135° star has showt weak pointe at 4:00 and 6:00; small spins 
up frou iett corner of shield; 3 denticles sjucesed together above final 
S and space r., but in later die states buffing or lapping the die tends 
to make this less obvious; chash marks from head. 

1805 3~B sometines comes with the obv. crack of 3-D; the lapped 
rev. die state earlier alluded to here renders 12” and 13” stars just 
free of ribbon, and the rev. clash marks fade out. 

1805 3-C ie XHSMS Adams 2*. Rev, STATES very close to cloud, OF 
touch it. IT very close at tops and bases, NIT at tops, ED high at 
tops, bases RICA high; > touches left foot of I; Lowest r. leaf hollow, 


WA 


ist, 3ra and 4th/touch or about touch clouds according to 
@pth of idiiiees 12” away from beak cod /norel i paphbibaiaddinvedtiie BU, 
second row of stars about evenly spaced and closem, 13°” very close to 
11th star; space between clouds about under right upright of B. 

1805 3-D is Adams 35* wheu cracked, 4* when perfect die. 

1805 4-E. Obv. Group Two--close date, perfect taller 1; straight 
tail to R as on former obvs, but not obv. 3; 0 5 far apart; otherwise 
similar to obv. 3. Rev. Similar to AC but space MES" o1ouds left of 


center of E, TE in SX STATES well apart, the BE leaning r.; D away pues 


“‘SJIViLJIL,y £ LVELC JUIN 
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border and wing. WNorweb collection. 
1806. Tame comment as to 1805. 1-As This is Adams 6*. Left base of =) 

1 broken away; top of 6 embedded in drapeyy; description should read ~~ 

"8" star moderately away from cap, @ 9° close to Y", all T's defective q 


on reve, beak free of star, 12° star free of beak and scroll. Later, 


obv. faint crack through all left stars, rev. rarely with rim break 
over final S and space right. ; 4 
Xxxxt2@Gxta? 
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NN 
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1606 1-B is Adams 2* which agives same reference (Wilson 52) and 
edds that RI touch. Wo duplicate seen, 


LROGxReRxtaxkenna xt. 
1806 A=-3* is described as obv. 1 with new reverse showing RI well 


details it matches reverse B, possibly only different weights of im- 
pression are involved, not a new die. Obverse is cracked as in late 
t~A's; rev. comes without and with crack through 4" cloud from left. 

18086 4-E is Adams 4*, Recutting shows on TE of @BATRA UNITED; the 
earliest state shows 12 arrowheads and an extra sten. 

Mrs. Norweb reports & new variety with sk reverse C and obv. similar 
to 1 but top of 1 buried in ourl, 13° star free of drapery. 

1806 5-E, the knobbed 6, should read "7" star far from cap, @8" 
away from Y." Earliest die state: obv. 1 and 6 firmly touch above 
(struck before dies were lapped to remove clash marks); rev. as in 4-E, 
showing the reenutting. 

1807 1-A is Adams 2* when perfect die, A-3* when with the rim break. 
Last impressions show light x cracks from rim to left top corners of 
ERT. 

1807 1<B is A=4*, 

Adams describes as his number 7* a muling of obverse 1 with the 
rim break and reverse C reground so that athe ané Siew m are free of 
I and A. This has not been verified and it seems imprmobeble. 


1807 4-C is A-1* and 5*; the reground state is A-6* as in preceding ~ 


paragraph. 
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Research In The Archives Gold Coinage Revisions 


By Date. By Walter Breen. November-December 
1951. WB’S Copy. 


RESEARCH IN THE ARCHIVES 
GOLD COINAGE REVISIONS BY DATES 


By WALTER BREEN 
CONTINUED 


Philadelphia 


For brevity I omit the quarterly 
figures, but the figures presented are 
valid and all are based on the (some- 
times weekly) reports in the Bullion 
Journals. The totals in American State 
Papers—-Finance contain typographical 
errors. Another source of confusion pre- 
viously has been the fact that Director's 
Reports in 1796-7 were ordered by Con- 
gress prematurely. The 1796 report was 
delivered Nov. 29 and consequently a 
delivery of 854 eagles, 2797 half-eagles 
and 897 quarter eagles was included by 
error in the 1797 report although all 
these were made in 1796 to be exact, be- 
tween Dec. 8 and Dec. 22. This is cor- 
rected here. 


$10 $5 $214 
1795 2795 8707 


1796 6934 6196 963 (both types) 
1797 8323 3609 859 


1798 7974 24867 614 


N. B. First coinage of 1798 half-eagles 
Jan. 4, 691 pieces—were these the small 
eagle type? I believe that a study of early 


November-December, 1951 


gold die varieties would prove that the 
1795 heraldic $5.00 were made in 1798. 
1799 17483 7451 480 Dec. 28 

All other published figures confirmed 
though no explanation appears for the 
unknowns (1801 $5, 1802 $10, 1803 
$2.50). The latter were not carryovers. 
1807. There is no reasonable evidence 
for or against Snowden’s division of the 
$5: 33496 Type I 

50597 Type II 

1808-14. No problems. 
1815. 635 Nov. 13 plus 3 for assay. 


The Coiner had $3661.33 in gold fit for 
coining 12/31/15; no more coined be- 
cause of the Mint fire which made ex- 
tensive repairs necessary to the rolling 
apparatus. 

1818-33. No questions. Figures ob- 
tained (as above) confirm published. 


1834. Motto $5—74709, $2!4—4000 
Coinage stopped May 30 anticipating the 
reduction in weight. The Act of 6/28 
became effective on August 1, 1834. 


123 
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Snowden doubts that the $2.50 were first “specimens” sent the Secretary of 
ever issued. No Motto $5—685028, the 

$2'4A~—112234. mitted August 17; when his letter of 
In 1835-6 approximately $2 million | approval arrived is unknown—it has 
of gold of former ratio was recoined; not ina 
far smaller amounts thereafter. The had been intermitted since June 17 
totals are not determinable since ac- (78 ; 
counting of source of bullion deposits of type 


of gold of former ratio into the — that-the Aug. 19 delivery was of Type 
Mint cannot be far below $3 million and II; but no real evidence. In the absence 
may exceed it. : of eee Oe ee 
1838. Coinage of Eagles resumed De- (allowing the Aug. 19 delivery to be in- 
cember; four “ coins” sent on luted as Type I) will stand. It is al- 


“specimen™ coinage like the half-cents. §= May 1, first delivery 23140 on May 8. 

On April 28, 15 “specimens” were en- 

May 8. There exist a few pieces with closed in a letter of the Director to the 
exe- 


small head somewhat differently Sec’y of the Treasury. 

cuted and placed than on the regular; 

one is in the Mint Cabinet and is the re lear oe ache ir include 
first gold dollar proof I have seen and ; 

the second I ever heard of, moreover It may be mentioned that around 1860 
besides the 1849 $20 it is the only proof the Director caused about $2 million in 
coin of that date in the collection. Prob- «gold dollars of the small size to be re~ 
ably a pattern as this type head was not — melted and recoined. These pieces had 
perpetuated. It is impossible to say when in for years in the N. Y. Assay office, 


cava cngtanas Maca gioe a pa SH i oy por 
account of the suspension of specie pay- 
place the gold dollars as ments and the 

Type I 840040 what precious metals were available dur- 
Type II 799405 ing the Civil War 

The difficulty here is in assigning a * Later notes on gold coin will be found 
delivery of August 19 (56097). The among proof coin notes. , 


124 The Coin Collector's Journal 
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WB’s annotated G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 11/1975. 
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Featuring 


THE DAVID L. HIRT COLLECTION 
AND OTHER CONSIGNMENTS 


An Offering of Colonial, U.S. Copper, Silver, and Gold Coins 
Additional Properties Include a Choice Consignment of 
U.S. Overdates and Proof Coins 
and 
A Choice Selection of Error Coins 
From the Dr. Conway Bolt Collection 


To Be Sold At Public Auction 
At 
THE SHERATON HOTEL 


1725 J.F. Kennedy Blvd. 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


November 20, 21, 22, 1975 


Catalogued by 


Walter Breen 
John Munson 
Herb Melnick 
Robert Obojski 
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By 
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1473 


1474 


1475 


1476 


1477 


140 


FIVE DOLLAR GOLD 


1799. High VF to EF in sharpness with shallowly 


granular surfaces. 


Loop removed and a small V-shaped piece taken from edge in the 
process. 


1800. Loop removed, and slightly warped, sharpness 


of VF, slightly granular appearance due to buffeting 
from wear as a pendant. 


1800. Breen 1-B (R-4). Extremely Fine, much mint 


lustre, granular surfaces, plain small nick left of 
lower part of cap, other bag marks too minute to 
require description. Finer than the Gilhousen coin, 
or than Breen I (1974) lot 141 at $1000. (Photo) 


Rev. 6th star (below F) plainly recut. 


RARE VARIETY 


1802/1. B. 2-F (nearly R-7). Obv. Ex. Fine, lustrous, 


granular, with light bag marks; rev. AU and bril- 
liant, with full breast feathers, with many adjust- 
ment marks, mostly near borders. Two light 
touchstone marks at edge above 7th and 8th stars. 
Almost identical in quality with Breen I 142 (except 
for different location of adjustment marks), and Gib- 
son 110 at $1,700, but there are very few auction 
records of this variety for obvious reasons. Possibly 
Beck 343 at $2,100. (Photo) 


High date (2 touches bust), 1 left of center of 2; broken bases of 
T's, same die as 1803 rev..C after first cracks but before regrind- 
ing. 


1803/2. B. 1-C (R-4). Extremely Fine, obv. not as 


sharp as rev., much mint lustre on both sides. Light 
rev. adjustment marks; usual uneven strike. Equal to 
lot 351, Merkin Nov. 1965 sale, Ruby II 1143 (at 
$1,900) and Beck 350 at $2100, but finer than most 
others offered from these dies in recent years. 
(Photo) 

Crack “through middle of TED. 
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WB;s copy G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 9/1974. 
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THREE DOLLARS GOLD/HALF EAGLES 


1886. 1878. B-2. As above. EF/AU. ($675.-850.) 


1887 1880. B-1, centered date. Brilliant Proof, devices frosty; 
obv. die of the 1879 proofs, Few field hairlines of no 
importance. Nevertheless, one of the finer proofs we 
have seen from the small fraction remaining of the 36 
originally made; this is believed to be one of the 20 
struck on Feb, 14, 1880. Finer than the Neil-Pierce 
coin; the identical twin of that in Stack’s May 1974 
sale ut $10,500, (Photo) ($9,000.-11,000.) 


1888 1883, B-2, centered date, the only variety for circulation. 
Brilliant, Prooflike borderline Unc., few minute to 

of microscopic bag marks and other light signs of hand- 
Obtained as “Brilliant Proof, a few trivial hair— 

lines,” of course, but rarer than the Proof. Of the 900 

business strikes coined, Dec. 15, 1883, possibly a 

couple of dozen survive in all grades, mostly Fine to 

VF, perhaps a half dozen in all with any claim to mint 

State; whereas at least half the 89 proofs survive, some 

impaired, as they were meunt to be saved. Not quite 

equal to that in our 1973 GENA sale, considerably 

finer than lot 129 of our Walter Breen sale. (Photo) 


($2,200.-up) 


1889 1885. B-2, the only variety for circulation. Brilliant sharp 
prooflike Une., early impression from dies retaining 
original polish; few trivial bag marks, of no conse— 
quence. Very rare, much more so than in proof state, 
as with the 1883 only more so. Of the 800 business 
strikes coined, March 1885, probably between 2% and 
3% survive in all ine or ten more or less 
Unce., the rest in grades down to Fine—whereas prob- 
ably over half the 110 proofs survive. The present 
coin came without pedigree, but it is the twin of the 
Nate Shapero coin and of Winter 606, the latter at a 
healthy $3,100! Considerably superior to the Scanlon 
and “Quality Sales” (Sept. 1973) examples, to Miles 
304, or to any of the few other nonproofs offered in 
recent years. (Photo) ($3,500.-up) 


1890 1886. B-2. 1 in date between OL, date slants down to 
right; this being the only known variety for business— 
strikes. Almost Uncirculated, excellent needle—sharp 
strike, the surfaces amazingly prooflike on both sides, 
though very faintly clouded from light hairlines. This 

_ date is very rare in all grades, especially so at the 
higher levels such as offered here; only 1,000 business 
strikes coined. ($1,200.-1,500.) 


1887. B-2. RICA first punched too high, then corrected, 
BERTY with similar traces of doubling. Rev. Date 
about centered, Brilliant Borderline Uncirculated, the 
vivid golden-orange surfaces with nearly full mirror- 

like gloss from highly polished dies, Only minute traces 

of light friction upon the uppermost points. A very 
beautiful coin. ($2,500.—up) 


1892 1888. B-2. Tops of UNITED recut. Brilliant Uncirculated, 


displaying full original mint frost and bloom, only a 
wisp away from Gem Mint State quality, with splendid 


surfaces, bright and clean. Superb. (Photo) ($2,500.-up) 


HALF EAGLES 

CAPPED BUST LIBERTY FACING RIGHT WITH LARGE 
EAGLE (HERALDIC) REVERSE 1795-1807 

Diameter 25 mm; Reeded edge 

1893 1798, Breen 1-B, large close date, probably the carlicst 

variety struck with the Heraldic Eagle reverse “ 

closest date of the year; shattered obv. five 
“wheel spoke” breaks, later die state than 

the monograph was published, Brilliant 
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Unc., few minute handling marks as usu 
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struck. Reoffered from lot 139, our Walter Breen sale, 
in which this piece was withdrawn owing to a typo— 
graphical error—the word “with” was left out of the 


sentence “Same die as carlier used with the exceedingly 

rare smal! eagle reverse.” Te eee ee 

customers who did not check the illustration. (Photo 
($3500.09) 


1799. Last 9 double—cut und heavy; large rev. stars. B. 3—-F. 
Nearer to AU than EF, lustrous, sharp, nearly free of 
handling marks (except for a minute rim nick at top of 
rev.), the rev. really beautiful, unfortunately initials 
have been removed from right obv. field, affecting two 
stars, and with a small plain rim nick at left and right. 
Light evidence of cleaning. Rare and a true type coin, 
probably high R-5. ($1,800.-up) 


1802/1. B. 1-D. The 1 within center of 2; bunch of arrows 
extends slightly beyond N. Some details suggest VF, 
surf; 


1894 


1895 


1896 


both sides, mostly near borders. Interestingly, this 
variety was struck in 1804, after some coins dated 1804 
which have this same reverse die in earlier state. 
(Photo) ($1,800.—up) 


1804. Small 18, B. 2-D. Normal 4; second berry merges 
in leaf above it; spine from shicld corner to beak; 
two extended dentiles touch first T and E in STATES. 


1897 


extensive search). Brightly lustrous 
bag marks, small rim nick over Sth star. (Photo) 
($2,000.-up) 


1805. Close date. B. 3-C: Spine from hollow lowest leaf 
towards C, die of Grant Pierce 1289. Better than VF, 
some suggesting EF, surfaces with many small 
bag marks, obv. pin scratches, rev. plain field scratch; 
light edge test mark, several small rim nicks. Excellent 
example of this variety, which is still R-7 though low 
in that level. (Photo) ($1,800.-up) 


1806. Stars 7 + 6, knobbed 6. B. 5—-E, the only variety of 
this type; thought to comprise the 54,417 struck in the 
last half of year. More or less AU, brightly lustrous, 
faintly hairlined. Fewer bag marks than usual, mostly 
very minute. At least equal to Miles lot 338. (Photo) 

($2,000.-up) 

1806, Another Knobbed 6, same dics. Sharpness almost 
EF, bag marked, cleaned, rims nicked; appears to have 
been exposed to sea water. Better looking than it sounds. 

($1,200.-up) 

1901 1806, A third Knobbed 6, same dies. Nearly EF, bright, 

lustrous; small plain sharp obv. rim nick, Areas of 

weakness on edge rteding, apparently natural. (Photo) 
($1,800.-up) 


CAPPED DRAPED BUST, LIBERTY FACING LEFT 
ROUND CAP-SMALLER EAGLE-VALUE 5-D. 
USED FOR FIRST TIME 1807-1812 
Diameter 25 mm; Reeded edge 
1902 1807. B. 5-D, the rev. of 1808. Brilliant AU, minute bag 
marks, well struck; one plain scratch in cap, another 
in curls, About equal to Miles 340. (Photo) ($2,200.-up) 
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U.S. HALF EAGLES 





cause of the naked-eye die blunder; popular first 
year of issue. (Photo) 

Y ard | high. from dentils. Rev. STATES over STATED, 
final $ from as crromeacusly punched D. (Nearly R-5). 


THE EXCEEDINGLY RARE 1795 BREEN 8-I 
FINEST KNOWN TO US 





on inner, one on ether side of fr. branch a usual. 


RARE OVERDATE 


1796/95. Between Ex. Fine and About Une. in sharp- 


ness, minor ling marks, but some of the lustre 
obscured by pr Couple of minute obv. plan- 
chet defects; nic before face; lint mark below 
AM. Above sharpness for this date, which 
is rarer than the 1795 since many choice ones were 
saved as souvenirs. (Photo) 


UNIQUE COPPER TRIAL PIECE OF THE 1797 HALF 


EAGLE 


332 1797. 16 Stars, Small Eagle. Copper, reeded edge, 


Judd, 24 not in Adams-Woodin, Taxay 12-A. 
worn, but deep brown. Like other copper 
trail pieces of gold denominations 1795-1799, 
was defaced at the mint to prevent its use Me 
counterfeiters—here, by hammering, which hus af- 
fected NITE and RI. several stars and profile, though 
date and devices ure clear . However, because 
this defacement was done at mint for the stated 
, and because it is found on all known ¢ r 
trial pieces of this kind. the is therefore for- 


41st sale (Sept. 1953), Matt Rothert sale, lot 1266, 
Oby. Breen 12, without cust, Rev, Seal cagle, but adic unknown 


T9S-9R: only tao 
left branch, one 


Fy 
th 


Cc 


YMOURV 


CAPPED BUST, LIBERTY FACING RIGHT WITH LARGE 
EAGLE (HERALDIC) REVERSE 1795-1807 


CONDITION CENSUS 1798 


1798. Small date, B.6-H (Borderline rarity 6): date 
Almost Uncireulated with sharp 


pay sori all eagle 

unifor over ¢ on the 's 
neck and central hair. Minute adjustment marks on 
reverse as made. In ison this coin is consider- 


ably finer than lot 325 of the Worlds Greatest Col- 
lection sale, lot 1841 of the Mclish sale, and should 
be considered in the Condition Census for the 
variety, (Photo) 


1798. Large &, 13 rev. stars. B. 2-D (R-3). Extremely 


Fine. centers rather indefinite as usual with this vari- 
ety; Many minute to microscopic handling marks 
producing somewhat granular surfaces, though some 
areas are lustrous. Equal to Gilhousen 332. slightly 
better strike than lots 527-8, our Washington sale. 
last February (Photo) 

Widest dare, 1 almost touches cap, 4th umd Sth stars far aparr, 
“eud’’ sim breaks at ES OF. 


EXTREMELY RARE BREEN 3-F 
1 of 10 KNOWN 


335 1798. B. 3-E (Borderline R-7.) Wide date, 4 berries, 
13 stars in ‘‘abnormal’’ 


arrangement. Dic of 
Gilhousen 331. Difficult to grade, this has clean and 
beautifully bustrous surfaces suggesting a grade bet- 
ween EX. FINE AND ABO CIRCULATED, 
and finer than on some specimens (from other dics) 
graded higher than AU_ Details show enough rubbing 
to suggest, in Various arcas, VF of ncarly EF, Proba- 
bly this is better than Fx, Fine but not well struck up, 
50 thal even brief circulation uced an appearance 
suggesting more wear than it has in fact had. Ob- 
tained as ““EF-AU,”’ obviously because of the lovely 
surfaces, This has the extremely rare break (de- 
scribed from the Ed Schulman coin—this piece??) 
from rim through 8, d , curls and 7th star to 
rim, which break doubtless became heavy enough 
to force immediate discard of this die. Similar to 
Austin 1039 and the Gilhuusen-""Rio Rancho"’ coin 
at $3,200; finer than the scratched Beck coin (lot 
335), the scratched picce in Merkin’s Oct, 1969 sale 
(lot 422) of lot 40§ of Merkin’s Feb. 1972 sale, 
which was cleancd. It is here called bordertine R-7, 
but probably it remains within the boundaries of R-7, 
as exactly ten specimens are traced to date, none 
distinctly better. (Photo) 


CHOICE 1800 


1800. B. 1-D, {R-2) Brilliant Une., rev. frosty and 


choice, obv. with light, almost trivial signs of handl- 
ing, mostly on device. Sharp strike Altogether a 
lovely specimen, which should gu w some dis- 
Se pe or date collector, At least equal to 
Beck 338 and to any others wuctioned in many years. 
Earlier auction history unknown, though this was last 
seen in a Paramount price list marked $4500-a figure 
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which would be very reasonable today for any half 
obs s this period in such excellent preservation. 
oto 


U.S. HALF EAGLES 


Star touches back of Eagles meck. State Il: obv. faint cracks at IBE 
Y. clashed before throat; rev. faint cracks starting at first | and 
R but none of the others as yet. 


2 


1800. Another B. |-D. About Unc., brilliant, obv. with 


minute handling marks including a couple on lower 
left rim; rev. r, the striations in field coming 
from the ne used to grind off the clash marks 

from this die. Bought as "‘BU’’, understandably. 
Finer thant lot 935, ater NY sale (May 1974), or 
most others recently offered; believed ex WGC, lot 
28. (Photo) 


This from state IV: oby. crack at back of cap; reground to remove 
at least four sets of clash marks, leaving a hollow aren in forelock; 


eran coe Beem iatt Site ee? cracks through 


nd to remove clash marks, so 
n away from beak, stars are 
farther from clouds. 





1802/1. B. 1-D. (R-2) Brilliant, frosty Unc., rich 


orange toning; usual strike, not as sharp on forelock 
OF parts of profile as on remainder of devices; central 
hair needle sharp, which is a on any date 
of this period; almost free of bag marks, only two 
(both too trivial to describe) being visible even under 
a glass on obv. of the striations are adjustment 
marks, others result from regrinding this obv. die to 
efface clash marks. A very beautiful specimen, 
ideal for a date or type collector. Better looking 
than Scanlon 2251; most other examples from these 
dics are much lower in grade (Photo) 

Low date, away from device, t centered in 2. Rev. the familiar die 


with arrows extending beyond N. and asually (as here) with rim 
break over F. ’ 


1802/1, B. 1-D, same die state. Extremely Fine or 


better, brilliantly lustrous, few light rim nicks, 
mostly on reverse. At least equal to WGC 331, finer 
than many others seen from these dies. (Photo) 


CHOICE 1803/2 





1803/2. B. 1-D. (R-2) Brilliant Unc., mostly sharply 


struck, almost free of signs of handling; many obv. 
adjustment marks, as made. As fine an 1803 as we 


have seen in man , tied with Beck 346 and 
348, Another for perfectioulst collectors of datcs or 
type coins. (Photo) 


The rev. of 1804 and struck in the latter year; repunched T of 
UNITED very close to E at base. 


< 


Se 


342 1803/2. Another. B. 1-D, 
faces VF on 


~ 2S 
OnS< 


ISE 


MO 
IPU 


53 





341 1803/2, Another, B. 1-D, Oby. borderline Unc., rev. 
brilliant Unc. with considerable rface 


. su 3 
probably struck at the beginning of 1804 while this 
die was still in good ie, between the earliest 
and the later impressions of 1804 B. 2-E, as it is 
without the usual crack from rim through E of 

CA to wing. Obv. with far fewer ae 

than usual, rev. virtually free of them. - 
low mark from a touchstone at lower left obv. edge, 
as oftcn on these coins. Finer than Gilhousen 217, 
Beck 349, lot 144, our first Breen sale, or lot 476, 
our 1973 GENA sale, among many others. (Photo) 
Shghtly earlier dic state (fewer cracks on either side). 


of EF level, sur- 
on h sides, mostly near bor- 
rs. 


POSSIBLY CONDITION CENSUS 1804 
1804. B. 1-B (R-5). Though bought as “BU, 


strike,’ this is About Unc. plus, obv. AU with pa 
brilliance and many adjustment marks ther with 
light signs of ling, rev. borderline Unc., bril- 
liant. with a small scratch Jeft of shield. Most of the 
1-B's auctioned over the years have been worse; only 
two slightly finer ones seen in recent , lot 716, 
Merkin 4/70 sale, and lot 477, our 1973 GENA sale. 
mis eon also possibly a Condition Census coin. 


Small 180 180. Beak free of star, spine from leaf to RI. 
two Mey cheers nearly vertical. 


ONE OF THE FINEST KNOWN 


1804. ‘‘Large 8,’? actually small 180 corrected from 


large 180 (the punches intended for eagle, here used 
in error.) B. 1-A (R-6). About Unc., much 
brilliance, nearly though not completely free of 
signs of handling, and really choice for the grade. 
Finer than Beck 351; minutely below the Pierce- 
Miles coin, Gilhousen 339 and lot 146, our first 
Breen sale, but still one of the finest known of this 
rarity. (Photo) 

Beak touches star, spine pierces top berry. 


1805. Large close date, B. 3-C. Bought as ‘‘Unc.,”* 


this has obv. AU. rev. borderline Unc., lustrous 
and well struck, Practically free of oe or handling 
marks. Few faint obv. adjustment . as made. 
Finer, sharper strike than Andrew M. Watson, lot 
1632; considerably better than any others offered in 
recent years except for the Grant Pierce coin, now in 
a Texas collection. Watch this date: it and 1806 

inted 6 far undervalued compared to all other 

eraldic dates; over thirty times as rare as 1802 or 
1803, over twice as rare as 1804! (Photo) 


358-363 inclusive. Another one for date or type col- 
lectors. ) 


1807. Popular final year of this design. T 


1; Small 
date and stars, small rev. stars. B. 1- m3) Oby. 
About Unc., rev. borderline Unc. brilliant, with 
faint evidence of old cleaning. Light touchstone mark 
at upper obv. edge. Small unimportant pin scratches 
near lowest curl, other light handling marks. Light 
rev, adjustment marks, as made. Similar overall to 


YM 
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WB’s annotated S(tack’s) 12/1959 below. 
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Almost Extremely Fine, but with slight indications of handling, and a partly 
ports of the reverse. Lists at $110.00 in Fine, and $200.00 Uneuieted in the 


ustrous, ond with the reverse die broken twice on the rim. In spite of o very 
splendid example is well worth the $75.00 it lists at in the Guidebook. 
ller and more neatly defined numeral. Almost Uncirculated. The reverse die broken 


4442 ICELAND. | 
g the “ 


X of Denmark 1912-1942. 10, 5 and 2 Kroner 1930 Millennium of 
‘Althing.” lettering indicating the denomina 


commemorating the 
ination, C.W. 8-10. Unc. In the original box. 3 Pes. 
($50.00) 


i 


INTERESTING AMERICAN ITEMS FROM A RENOWNED DEALER’S sroex (vn yt) 


Circulated Flying Eagle and Indian Head Cent set. 1857 to 1909 “'S”. 1881, 99, 1900, O1, OS, 06, 

1909 ore Uncirculated. Three rare 1867, 68, and 1869 are Abt. Unc., each with traces of 

, 65, 66, 73, 75, end the really rare 1877, are Very Fine 

7 io Vv. to , while the bolance of the set 

runs from Good te Abt, Uncirculoted. Mounted in o Raymond r album, the extra 1858 Flying Eogle 
cand 1864 “'L"” included . Said to have cost over $125.00. 58 Pes. 

; as usucl, mony 


are toned or tarnished, Some years and mintmarks are almost impossible to locat in bright red condition. 
been cleaned or doctored, List in the 1951 Standard Catalog in excess of $240.00. 


set of Washington Quarters. 1932 to 1949. Grilliant Uncirculated. Severul lightly toned. A select, 

hand picked set, definitely above average. hove been cleaned or improved. W. close to $100.00 on 
if sold individually. Mounted in a Popular album. 48 Pes. 

Dc , Dime, Nickel, Three Cents and Cent. The Three 

brilliont, but well tarnished in the original wrappers. 


for the Half, Quarter and Dime. Consists of the Silver 
t. fully brilvant, but with the usucl tarnish from the 
s. Far obove average, and well worth $50.00 so nice. 6 Pes. 

ter, Dime, Nickel and Cent, Mostly brilliant, but with 
wroppers. Like the last two, high desirable. Worth 
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00. 6 Pcs. d 
ee 4 1938, 1939, 1940, 1941 and 1942 Proof sets. The last with only one Nickel, T-1, Brilliant, with only traces 
—, of tarnish. Constantly and steadily increasing in both demand and value. Five sets of five coins each. 25 Pes. 
“as 4450 Double Eagle. 1909/8. Very Fine or better. A very interesting overdate that catalogs at $100.00 so. 
e 3} 4451 Half , 1806. Round topped 6, united with the bust, Ex. Fine and lustrous, with one or two minute cbverse 
rim Above average ond choice, Well worth $50.00 so. 
p) — Fn 4452. Commemorative Gold Dollars. 1903. Bust of Jefferson. Louisiana Purchase Exp. Uncirculated, but ever so 
left obverse field, Now lists at, $15.00. 
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inley. Brilliant Uncirculated. Lists at $15.00. 
rk Exposition, Brillient Uncirculated, Becoming quite rare and hard to locete. Well worth 


ial, Niles, Ohio. Brilliant Unc. Scorce 
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922. Grant Memorial. Stor in the obverse field, Brill. Unc. Only 5,016 minted, almost the lowest coinege of 
en . i. 
} to 4457 1862. Gold Dollor. Brilliant Uncirculated. Well worth $10.00 s0. 
<< B43 4458 1851, Gold Dollar. Abt. Unc.; Also, Peru. 1923. 1/5 Libra. Indien heod r. Rev. Arms in wreath. Ex. Fine. 2 Pes. 
2. Pre 4459 co pa ata {1842-52} August Bechtler. CAROLINA GOLD. 27. G. 21. C. Very Fine or better. 
unusually n specimen, 
— oe... 4460 5 Dollars. 1849. Moffat & Co. San Francisco. Fine to Very Fine. Small, short scratch in the left reverse field. 
29 tere 5 Dollers. 1850. Similar to the last, Fine. Scarcer than the 1849 picce. 
= 4462 Silver Dollers, 1859 “O’’. A shade from Uncirculated. Bright and lustrous. A perfect coin lists at $12.50. * 
6% 4463 1873. Trade Dollar. Abt. Uncirculated ond lightly toned. The rather scarce first year of issue, 
¥ 14 1900. Washington-Lafayette Commemorative. Uncirculated, Toned. Becoming unusually popular. 
a 7 4465 een arty re ere soe eres Od, 1ETO, “S, RNG AN, Fem: LORE N2Oe: C, Sey ame: ere: 
_ 466 ¢ 1807. | la, The famous ond of this dote with a plain T 
bs ¥ oned Un- 
Ste : See ak cate ob reign opm ye asad a Seas alge 7 Quarter is 


almost impossible to locate so choice. This piece is not only in splendid preservation, but o highly interesti 
and exceedingly desirable variety. Plate, = 
Bp eae Shes Don 14.) . where it reolized $95.00 ofter rather active competition. 
et reg ed el ws 6 od mony eRe Gi scl fs ovey $100.90, te the wos 
Moy ; Fone gil te te ill etd eae hah price, cb ten piece let, @ ramaat 
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Uncirculated j only 
~ 1872 “CC”. Abt. Very Fine. An u coin, 5,100 were minted. The W.G.C. le 
7 i ff Nef Pag hak 9 _ 
“5 y, V. Fine, but mutiloted, Well worth $25.00. 5 Pes, 
184 Twenty Cents, 1876. Superb iridescent Proof. Bringing full catalog value of $20.00. 
~ I 9 ¢ 1876. Iridescent Uncirculoted. A choice piece, listing ot $10.00. ‘ 





Dimes. 1898, 98 “’S“, 99 “’S", 1900 “’S”, 02 “O” and 1914 “S”. The 1898 and 1902 “O” ore Fine and V. 
Good; b V. Fine ond Ex. Fine. Scarce lot s0, and valued at over $17.50. 6 Pes. 


4467 
- was years ago. 
ES 4468 1698 "5", 1900 “S, 02 “S", 08 “D” and 1917 “S” T-1. First three average Abt. Ex. Fine; last two, Fine 
4469 
70 
4471 
(© 4472 Holf Dimes. 1835 Small date, Large 5c, 1862, 1871 and 1872, Uncirculated. Mostly toned. 4 Pcs, 
4473 
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Mint Letters 1798-1802; 1803. Totals. Microfilm. 
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Microfilm Letters paraphrased (page 175-6) 11/9/02: Nathaniel Thomas 
former Clerk removed “[...|A number of papers belonging to the Treasury 
Dept., the contents of which are unknown]...]” He was caught redhanded, he 
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denied it, when they tried to search him he “violently” ran off. But next day 
returned “certain papers’. Boudnoit ordered Msrs. Cloud, Eckfeldt, 
Ehrenzeller, Scot to examine papers & establish the facts. Then brief Mr. 
Dallas the attorney for the U.S. in this District. Next day Director says 
Treasurer was in neglect. 

—Letters page 180 Annual Report 1802 Gold $516,115.83 coined. $129,730 
coined from bullion & gold dust imported & from Union. The remainder has 
come from “clipped, plugged & otherwise spoiled Foreign coins.” Most of 
this went to The Bank of the U.S. for redemption of $5 notes. 

—Letters page 183: Gold struck Jan.-Mar. 10,076, Apr.-June 42,748, July- 
Sept. 352, Oct.-Dec. 0. 

—page 43: First coinage July 31, 1795. 


Page 206 of 222 


WB's annotated 1959 ANA catalogue. 







1959 
| Jt. 1. pt. CONVENTION | 


AUCTION SALE Catalogue 





Catalogued and to be Sold by 


Leo +4, Young 
i 


3244 Grand Avenue 
Oakland 10, California 


324 S.W. Stark Street 


F 
. Portland 4, Oregon 





AUGUST 26 - 29, 1959 
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HALP EAGLES. The illustration of a 1795 reverse on p. 5 of the 
mohograph is my reverse PD, final S in STATES punched over a D. 

1795 1-B. Obv. Paint crack from 12th star to border. Rev. Should 
read: First S in STATES low, final S runs into wreath...the two wiwiew 
berries on right branch low...leaf wriewa toucheé @ little r. of center 
of U....Die file marks above TE of UNITED. 

1795 8-I. A second is reliably reported but the variety remains R-8. 

1797 Reverse Z. Pinal A runs into tail. 

1798. Mre. tenorwebhas a piece answering the description of my 
obv. 2 with rev. PF, save that the 8 does not suite tmch bast. 6th and 
7th stars almost touching. No aduplicate reported: complete description 


VMUURKRWA 


not yet available. 

1799. The emergency delivery was Dec. 28, not 18. 

1802/1. B. 1<J. Rev. Similar to dies B and C. Arrows extend practi- 
cally to r. side of r. upright of N. Eleventh star very close to 10th, 
almost as close to 6th. Space between clouds about below r. upright of 
E. NI very closely é@paced with N sy almct touching border; ED high; 
first © nearer wing than F; 13th star touches back of eagle's head; 
inner leaf at I hollow, outer leaf close to left upright of I. Discov- 
ered by Marvin Taichert; no duplicate reported. Probably should come 
between 1-C and 1-D, but thie is guesswork. 

1803. Reverse D is the same die as 1804 F and the 1-D variety was 
evidently struck in 1804, after the small number of perfect-—die examples 
of the 1804 2<EB and probably after the cracked-die specimens. T of 
UNITED double punched. 

1804. More complete descriptions of some varieties ere now possible 
thanks to opportunity to go through Adams's notebooks. 

1804 1-A, This is Adams 5. Later examples show rev. clash marks 
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from head, 

1804 1< B, Thia is Adama 6 when with oracked dio; perfect die is 
listed as A-9, Adams thought it a different obv. as the specimen showman 
him was weakly struck with first star a little farther from ourl. There 
is only the one obv. with small 130 over large 180, however. 

1804 1-B. New muling of known dies. ‘Two specimens in Norwebd col- 
lection. This is apparently the variety inéended as Adams 8. 

Ou page 31 delete the last 6 lines. The broken dic"M#28 alluded 
to, including the Atwater-Amon Carter coin, is in fact the very latest 
die state of my number 3-E, the double punching on 4 worn down. 

1804 2-D. This is Adams 2 when keskex @tuy it shows the rim break 
over T in UNITED, Adams 7 when perfect. A spine pointe up sfron upper 
left (dexter) corner of shield. Second star does not touch clouds; 
leaf does not touch I. At least three now known. 

1803 5-5. This is A-3 when obv. not cracked, A-4 when with crack 
from L through cap and curls to 8 &(not "rtm just r. of 4). Later states 
show algo 4 crack from border to 10th star, mouth, hair to first crack; 
drapery to borier right of 4. 

1804, GRusted Die. This die left the mint, presumably in 1816 for 
eventual possession of Joseph J. Mickley, in severely rusted state. It 
may not originally have borne date 1804. As it now comes (copper and 
Silver) it hae first star extremely distant from curl, atl stars left 
smaller than normal and much s )ueesed together--similar to 1807 obvs. 

1 and 2 but n@& the same dies. Perfect 1, close date, 4 not recut; 
crack from ria gto corner of L, upper hair, neck, drapery end rim r. 
of date. The reverse, found also with rusted dies dated 1805 and 1808, 
also only in base metals, looks like a rusted and much recut version of 


604 D but ite identity i@ impossible to ascertain mk with certaintg. 
“1998. Re re DS rh Bc Bee wi he tee Sle 
that found in the Newcomer inventory from which I had earlier derived it. 
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1805 1-A. This is A-1* (the *'s designate numbers in the notebook). 
I sow believe it is a low Rarity 7. 

1605 2-B. Obv. Die chip in field near 6° star. R,v. Second star 
free of clouds, 5" almost touches, the others do touch. Lowest r. leaf 
hollow; 15°° star has showt weak points at 4:00 and 6:00; small spine 
up from left corner of shield; 5 denticles squeesed together above final 
S and space r., but in later die states buffing or lapping the die tends 
to make this less obvious; chash marks from head. 

1805 3=-B sometinues comes with the obv. crack of 3-D; the lapped 
rev. die state earlier alluded to here renders 12° and 13° stars just 
free of ribbon, and the rev. clash marke fade out. 

1805 3-C is XH@HS Adams 2*. Rev, STATES very close to cloud, OP 
touch it. IT very close at tops and bases, NIT at tops, ED high at 

iti Pt 90. goon nh RICA high; iB touches left foot of I; lowest r. leaf hollow, 
weituny/ ist, «+ and a ath /ouoh or about Soust clouds according to 
@pth of impression “Aa away from beak ook eaedttjiguiiliageveses BU, 
second row of stars about evenly spaced and closem, 135° very close to 
11th star; space between clouds about under right upright of £. 

1805 3-D is Adams 3* when cracked, 4* when perfect die. 

1805 4-B. Obv. Group Two--close date, perfeot taller 1; straight 
tail to 2 as on former obvs. but not obv. 3; 0 5 far apart; otherwise 
Similar to obv. 35. Rev. Similar to BC but space MAHRP">1 ouds left of 
center of E, TE in SX STATES well apart, the B leaning r.; D away from 
border and wing. Nerwed collection. 

1806. ame comment as to 1805. 1-A: This is Adams 6*. Left base of 
1 broken away; top of 6 embedded in drapeyy; description should read 
"8° star moderately away from cap, @ 9° close to Y", a11 T's defective 
on rev., beak free of star, 12" star free of beak and scroll. Later, 
obv. faint crack through all left stars, rev. rarely with rim break 
over final S and space right. 


On < 


IWILOOOU IN WAIVIF UIVISE ¥ IVIUU KR VV 


SEYMOTURWAMPITUMSEYMOLIRP WAM 
PUMS; 

WAMI 

OURW 

KYM 

UMS 

AMP 

YMOY 

MSEY 


Page 210 of 222 


SM™&S”A80H)D < 


1806 i-B is Adame 2* which agives same reference (Wilson 52) and = 
edde that RI touch. Wo duplicate seen, 


1006 Acde ie deooribed as obv. 1 with new reverse showing RI well 
apart; A-7* appwars to be the game thing. As in @ll other descriptik® 
details it matches reverse B, possibly only different weights of im- C) 
pression are involved, not a new die. Obverse is cracked as in late 
1-A's; rev. comes without and with erack through 4" cloud from left. > 
18086 4-E is Adams 4*, Recutting shows on TE of G2£2RI UNITED; the > 


TFT TT }Tt' = WV 
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 @arliest state shows 12 arrowheads and an extra stem. 
2 Mrs. Norweb reports @ new variety with sk reverse C and obv. similar L) 
$0.1 but top of 1 buried in ourl, 13° star free of drapery. Sf) 
f 1806 5-F, the knobbed 6, should read "7" star far from cap, #8" 
( away from Y." SBarliest die state: obv. 1 and 6 firmly touch above > 
(struck before dies were® lapped to remove clash marks); rev. as in 4-E, 

showéng the receutting. 
1807 1-A is Adams 2* when perfect die, A-3* when with the rim break. a 
bs Last impressions show light x oracks from rim to left top corners of 
> S 
be 1807 1<B is Awj4*, 

Adams describes as his number 7* a muling of obverse 1 with the 

F rim break and reverse © reground so that a8be and ohes ®@ are free of 
‘IT and A. This has not been verified and it seems imprmobable. = 
a 1807 4-0 is A-1* and 5#; the reground state is A-6* as in preceding ad 
‘ paragraph. 
( 2% 07 Bust left. My number 5-D is A~8*; Adams lists also a number _) 
« 9* having the same obv. and @ rev. with leaf farther from U, lower arrow 
bs beyond C, crack from rim to scroll pessing through midéle of E in STATES. 

None seen. 
( 1813. The other variety claimed by Woodin and Adams has been located. > 
oI value 5 is = recut; first S much netrer wing; claws more as, Dee 
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CHOICE U.S. HALF EAGLES 





HALF EAGLES 
U.S. $5.00 GOLD 1795-1929 
CAPPED BUST TO RIGHT, SMALL EAGLE 1795-1798 





Lot No. 328 


328 1795 Small Eagle. First year of issue. Wreath contains only three berries instead of the 
normal four. Attractive Extremely Fine. Tiny pin hole punch mark above cap. 
Always in demand for the type. PLATE ““ 


Lot No. 329 AT fl, ary 


329 1795 Small Eagle. Gem Uncirculated. Four berries on reverse. Rim over A® shows oxeslep- 
An unusual variety. Full mint bloom, all feathers on breast of 
eagle sharp struck. PLATE 

















Lot No. 330 SE 


330 1795 Small Eagle. Close date variety. Reverse with four berries nearly on level. Choice 
Extremely Fine with faintest traces of adjustment marks on obverse at rim above five 
top stars at left. Considerable lustre and struck. Ex-H. Chapman, Jr. His 
envelope and ticket with lot. PLATE 





eS 
ALL LOTS MAY BE BID BY MAIL 23 
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Lot No. 331 


1795 snail Engle, cose dete vaslety. A nice agpensiag itcet Extremely Pine epecimen, 
even though H. Chapman, Jr. at one time called the coin “Fine” and sold it for 


$35.00!! How times have changed! PLATE 





¢ 
Lot No. 332 sor oF 


1796 §=66 over 5. Small Eagle variety of 1795. Choice Extremely Fine with considerable mint 
lustre. Borderline AU. Rarer than preceding 1795. PLATE 


CAPPED BUST TO RIGHT, HERALDIC EAG 1795-1807 
6 4G fa *+/9V 
1798 Large 8, 13 stars. Large wide date. Choice About Uncirculated with adjustment 
marks center obverse and few faint old scratches in field. Scarce this nice. 





wr . 
1798 iS 8, 13 stars. Leaf ends under tail of R. 5 small berries in branch. Very faint die 
break in front of O, beneath cloud and through M in ribbon. Minor edge bruise above 
cap. Much mint lustre. Choice Extremely Fine or slightly better. 4F 


1798 Large 8, 13 stars. 4 berries in branch. struck centerfremesesy customary for 
this variety. Choice Extremely Fine. @ M~ 


7 oe Uncirculated. Last 9 recut. Attractive toning. Interesting faint reverse die 
breaks. One of the rarest dates, especially in this choice condition. Times have 
changed, the former owner of this coin paid $25.00 at least 50 years ago. h3F 


1799 Another attractive specimen. About Uncirculated with traces of mint lustre. Faint 
t—_ old scratches obverse field, hardly visible. A valuable coin. (} 4 dd ae 


1800 _— Brilliant Uncirculated MS-65 with almost flawless surfaces. The only marks being 
signs of minor friction from other coins. Similar coins bring in excess of $3000.00. 
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540 1800 Abéut Uncirculeted. Cohsiiebable atiet mete, Adenety ypec SI == 


a SE SS PL lS EL Sara 
341 1802 2 over I Nice Brilliant Uncirculated. Sharp strike. What an opportunity you have in 


this magnificent sale to select from a collection ee eee 
five 1802 over 1 coins would be nice to own. ¢. Z 


342 1802 over | — Brilliant Uncirculated. Sharp strike. Faint die breaks at UN. 


343 1802 over 1 An attractive specimen with almost full mint bloom. Variety with AM joined 
at base. Imperfect T’s in STATES. r+ ag remmnes O2F n7— 
—— 


344 1802 over 1 Choice About Uncirculated with considerable mint bloom some prooflike 
surfaces. Very much in demand. a * T 


345 * 1802 over 1 Choice About Uncirculated. Nice orange toning. Very sharp strike. a7 








Lot No. 346 


346 1803 3 over 2 Gem Brilliant Cncirculated. Deep orange toning. Variety with die break 
below date. Faint adjustment mark above ATE in STATES. One of the finest known 


of thisdate. PLATE @, ) D 


347 1803 over 2 Brilliant Uncirculated. Prooflike surfaces. Just short of the gem category. 
Variety with thin vertical die b from E in STATES down between UN in 
UNITED. A valuable offering. —_— 





Lot No. 348 _— 
Ren 


348 1803 over 2 Just About Brilliant Uncirculated Bel proof 


Sune tp ee 


[ 


Upresentation—prece”, 
© virtual Gem. Worth a record bid PLATE 





ALL LOTS MAY BE BID BY MAIL 
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349 1803 over 2 Choice About Uncirculated. Beautiful prooflike surfaces, especially on reverse. 
Very sharp strike. Coin does not show signs of circulation. Just a few minor bag 
marks away from U. ted, and would ° | ae Uncirculated by less conservative 
dealers. pv 


y 





350 over 2 Choice About Uncirculated. Reverse, variety with imperfect bases of T. Faint 


1803 
¢.\ rubs on high parts of obverse, Np getwal signs of circulation. A nice type coin. 


351 1804 Small 8 over large 8. Recut 1 and lower part of larger 0 ptill visible. Choice 
Uncirculated with mint bloom. Rare this nice. | A fee 


352 1804 Small date variety. Die break through O in date. Faint reverse die break from rim to 
tip of arrows. One tiny rim nick over Y. Nicely to ut ted. 


353 1804 ne ee i yey ae - poe 
edge of shield. Sharp Extremely Fine. “F[¥ thoy Law 


354 1804 Normal date. Brilliant Uncirculated with prooflike surface on reverse. Some at 
in obverse field with traces of proof lustre. A beautifully toned specimen. % ba 








355 1805 Brilliant, Uncirculated. A beautiful specimen with frosty reverse and almost prooflike 
Variety with faint die break connecting 18 in date, all stars on left, and 
QiA Lg LBE and faintly noted connecting three top stars on right. Greatly in demand. 
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356 1805 Brilliant Uncirculated with light adjustment marks across cheek. A very rare specimen 
38. struck from rusted die, evident between LI and with vertical die break from rim 
p> through center of 0 in date through cap. First time we have ever seen this variety. 





357 1806 Pointed top 6. Variety with large wide A in STATES. Choice Extremely Fine with 
much lustre. Scarce. ©, | he [vr ) | 





358 1806 Round top 6 (the knobbed 6). Choice Brilliant Uncirculated with some proof lustre. 
Stars somewhat flat struck. Reverse sharp struck. Scarce this nice. —= 


a yyy 7 





we 


359 1806 _ Round top 6. A lovely frosty Uncirculated specimen. Truly a magnificent coin with 
hardly any marks on the surfaces. One tiny nice on rim above second A in 


AMERICA. A premium coi re = 
360 1806 Round top 6. Brilli waa Le ere tered. a 

than usally gen @Y br Wn Lose _ ck A-~N- 0? 
361 1806 Round top 6. Brilliant Uncirculated with faint adjustment marks on face and over 


ERT in LIBERTY. Beautiful mint bloom. Very scarce. (K gc 


Round top 6. A trifle soft struck. Choice Uncirculated with minimum of bag marks. 
It will be many years before a varie such as this comes on the market again. We 


suggest you bid high to ge wre — 


ORDER YOUR PRICE LIST-$1.00 
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HALF EAGLES 
363 1806 Round top 6. Brilliant Uncirculated. Pale orange toning. Just about equal to the 
finest known even though it is not the en sok Fait aint adjustment marks over 

tip o of wing and AME in AMERICA ®@ as 


364 1806 Round top 6. Attractive About Uncirculated. Nice surfaces. SIwde, Ac Clad 


365 1807 prem PEE flawless due to some 
Sra Con pts Ea a 
366 1807 Bust right. Brilliant Brilliant Uncirculated. Nice appearing variety with two unfinished leaves 
on stem. Scarce this choice. QiA AZ 
367 1807 ——. Last year of this scarce type. N —ac ebed 


ter obverse. Recut 1 cod Om date Rowers i amared. ff 


CAPPED DRAPED BUST TO LEFT 1807-1812 





Lot No. 368 
368 =: 1807 Head left (new design). Round cap. Sharp struck in pale orange gold. Brilliant ~~ 
ncirculated. PLATE D 
369 1807 Bust left as by John Reich. Brilliant Uncirculated. V: ery sharp struck 
with $ fee surfaces. Ex-H. Chapman - Cost $11.00! SD _ 


370 1807 Bust left. Just a shade from the Gem category. Choice Brilliant Uncirculated. Lovely 
mint bloom. Very scarce this nice. Sharp struck. SD ~~ 


371 ~=—1807 bes bt A 
record bid. = 


hc, 
372 1808 8 over 7 Brilliant Uncirculated. Attractive pale orange toning. Equal to the finest. “~ 2h 


373 1808 8 over 7 Deep planchet fla star. Die break bisects obverse from second star “Dp 
through face indi tin Sy i ieol ollie through tenth star. Choice Very Fine. 
semen RA fer © 


374 ~—s: 1808 ee 





ALL LOTS MAY BE BID BY MAIL 27 


MSEYMOURWAMPUMSEYMOURWA 


SEYMOLIRWAMPLIIMSEYMOLIR UWA 


PUMSE 
WAMPL 
OURWA 
KY MOL 
UMSEY 
AMPUN 
URWAN 
YMOUK 


Page 217 of 222 


VAUOWAASINdNVMYNOWATSW 
NdNVMAYNONW AHS 


uBS° 53. 





aSWNdNVAUnCae SW i | i Rie 
icon fl pra AV 
petites i | evn 
cp 
$INNdNVARNOV 





| AOWAaSWoaiaee 


OQ 


NVMUNONAXSNNdNVMANOWAAS 


O 





Page 218 of 222 


VMAYNOWAYSANNdNVMUNONAYSN 
NdANV. LOWA 





ASWNdl 7MAN 
OWAAS. dINV 
MUNON ISAO 8 
dNVMY NAA § 


© 
© 
Oo. 


SIWDd AN 


WAHSW WVM 
dNow SIN d 


WVMUYDOWAAXSNNdNVMUNOWNAAS 


ano 


= 
Z 


SEYMOURWAMPUMSEYMOU 


PUM 


= 


= LEER 


SE 


the rarities they just cherrypicked from some walk-in yokel.. 
Prov. 20:14; Isaiah 24:16. Compare double standard. 

Even some of the least educated display the title 
“Professional Numismatist", like Eeyore’s tail pinned to his 


rump. 


Their pitfalls are greed, dishonesty, and stupidity. For 
antidotes, see preceding. 


God bless the rare exceptions. 


collateral damage n.phr. What war does to innocent bystanders and 
the earth: nukespeak euphemism. Kidron & Smith {1983}, Part 


Six. 


collecting v. Often, addictive possession. Compare numismatics, 


numismatists, 


coin collectors, cherrypickers, coin dealers. 


at 


consequences n. 1. Generic karma. Compare causality. 2. The waves 


you make. 


This Dictionary’s? Those I hope to see: referendums 
held; laws improved or repealed; victimless crimes’ penalties 
abolished; the more corrupt politicians and demagogues 
ousted; the more oppressive churches deserted; taboos laughed 
out of existence: a world worth living in. Those I fear: 
censorship, enemies’ lies and calumnies, trumped-up charges, 
prison, bookburning, riots, bloodshed, civil war. 


YOUR MOVE! 


--Carved sidewalk graffito, Milpas St. just north of 
Cabrillo Blvd., Santa Barbara. 
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Ill. is Pointed 6. Stars 8 left, 5 right. Breen 1-A, 
A-3, C-3. F.A. Hauck, S.I.. 
Auction ’79:296, Unc. $8,000.00. 





Ill. is Round top 6. Stars 7 left, 6 right. Breen 5-E, A-1, C-1. 5-E described in 
5 var’s. 5-E described in WB’s copy G.E.N.A. P.T.A. 9/1974:1899, —:1900, 
—:1901 in Bib. below. OC ANA 1952:4451 see Bib. below. 

2-B Green, Weihman, Lilly, S.L.. 

5inS.L. 

DNV Knobbed 6. Breen 5-E. AU, lustrous, faint pin scratch on either side. 
B0020. 

Reserved for new varieties of knobbed 6. There may have been a hoard of 
Unc’s. of this, the most common of 1805-6, [54,417] group of die parings. 

See below. 


Artyfact 1-A? Small D in UNITED; shattered —— 
reverse break follows ES; stars 4-9; beak, scroll } ')-./_ hehe ofl TY 


branches to E(D), M, etc.. 7/78 Ken Goldman, | tea ht 
Unc..NB 1 page 4. pe 3 
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